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Cameroon 


Radio Reports on Biya’s Visit to France 
AB2607160090 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 24 Jul 90 


[Excerpt] We shall talk again about the just-ended visit 
of the president of the Republic. The visit enabled him to 
hold private talks with his French counterpart and to 
grant audiences to some members of the French Govern- 
ment. His talks with French Cooperation Minister 
Jacques Pelletier centered on the conditionality of the 
assistance France gives to African countries. 


The French official stressed that his country’s support is 
conditioned by the budget alloted to his ministry. The 
French minister of economy and finance, Pierre Berego- 
voy, promised Parisian support to Cameroon in its 
negotiations with the IMF. The mayor of Paris reaf- 
firmed that Africa has no lesson to receive from any 
quarters in the area of democracy. According to Jacques 
Chirac, Africans mainly need increased international 
cooperation in order to surmount the economic crisis. 
[passage omitted] 


* Njoya on Illegality of SDF, Demonstration 


34000774B Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in 
English ! Jun 90 pp 2, 3 


{Interview with Territorial Administration Minister 
Ibrahim Njoya by Quentin Otabela; first paragraph 
CAMEROON TRIBUNE comment] 


[Text] Following the unfortunate events in Bamenda 
that led to the death of some Cameroonians, 
CAMEROON TRIBUNE met and talked to Territorial 
Administration Minister, Mr. Ibrahim Mbombo Njoya, 
Excerpts. [as published] 


Questioned on his feeling after the unfortunate twist of 
events in Bamenda, Minister Mbombo Njoya pointed out 
that all the manifestations in Bamenda, and Yaounde, as 
well as the political movement that orchestrated the 
marching are absolutely illegal. rhe illegality of this is 
provided for, by Article 7 of Law No 67/LF of June 19, 1967 
which stipulates that “No association can function before 
receiving a receipt provided for in Article 5 of the said law.” 
This receipt is supposed to be issued by the Minister of 
Territorial Administration. “As far as | am concerned, | did 
not issue any,” Mbombo said. 


On whether the “social Democratic Front” did not 
therefore deposit complete documents at the local 
administrative unit as it is being said, the Minister said, 
if there were any documents as such, “then they have not 
yet arrived at my office.” All the same, the documents 
deposited were incomplete. One cannot pretend to have 
furnished documents for a political association that is 
only made up of a piece of paper talking of its creation 
without mentioning neither its statutes nor its members. 
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In any case the deposited documents were not in confor- 
mity with Article 5 of the abuve stated law. Cameroon ts 
a state of law and no one is above the laws. All 
Cameroonians must respect the laws. | Would like to use 
this Opportunity to warn the population against the 
dangers involved if they allow themselves to be manip- 
ulated by those who are power hungry.” 


On the origin of the manipulation, Mr. Mbombo said 
that there are proofs today showing that political move- 
ments that are coming up of iate are manipulated from 
outside. They are teleguided from abroad and we have 
proofs just as well as we know that those involved in 
these manipulations ‘vant to destabilise the regime. We 
have official documents showing that the founder of the 
illegal party mentioned, is receiving subsidies from 
abroad. But Cameroon, wishing to preserve its good 
friendship with friendly countries, will not publish the 
names of these countries. But if we are pushed to in 
elastic limits, we will not fail to do so. 


On the purported singing of the national anthem of a 
foreign country, Mr. Mbombo was categorical that if 
there are some people who do not feel like Cameroon- 
ians, they should go somewhere else. The act of singing 
the anthem of a neighbouring country in such circum- 
stances is an act of high treason. he said. 


Clanish 


On the Bamenda and Yaounde manifestations bearing 
clanish colours, Mr. Mbonbo Njoya said our constitution 
which is the fundamental law, is based in the ideal of 
national unity. And the law on liberty of associations, 
excluded the idea of association having tribal or clanish 
traits based on a cause or having an illicit objective. 
contrary to the laws or good moral rectitu le with the aim 
of jeopardising unity, integrity of the national territory 
and the republican structure of our government. 


As regards the recent manifestation, it effectively turned 
out to have a clanish character, he said. As such, the list 
of people and students who took part in the manifesta- 
tions proved that a majority of them came from the same 
division. This tribal character is enough to declare the 
association illegal. 


On the fears that multi-partism may revamp tribal 
sentiments, the Minister conceded that if this were what 
the much acclaimed multipartism will look like, then the 
fears are justified for we may end up having as many 
parties as there are ethnic groups in Camerooi. 


For what results? For deaths as those we have recorded 
in Bamenda. When one looks around us, in countries 
that have known long periods of stability and that have 
been mare to march backwards by 30 years today, one 
has reasons to say that this multi-partism ts not democ- 
racy. I take this opportunity to pay homage to all 
Cameroouians who have maintained a mature attitude 
in the wake of these events. It 1s in this light that CPDM 
[Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement] marches 
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were organised, sO as to say no to precipitated multi- 
partism. Especially to that which would lead to violence 
and deaths as was the case in Bamenda, he continued. 


On the government's appease:zent measures, following 
the release of arrested students, Minister Mbombo Njoya 
said government action is in this direction. Government 
judged that students who marched were innocent people 
who were manipulated by power hungry elements. For it 
is unimaginable that 48 hours to thr r examinations, 
students should carry out acts that is prejudicial to their 
destinies. It is unfortunate, too, that personalities who 
have played active parts in building this nation, did 
nothing to discourage them. 


On lessons that Territorial Administration }inister has 
drawn from the events, Mr. Mbombo said it was that, no 
stone should be left unturned to ensure and maintain 
peace to which Cameroonians are so fundamentally 
attached. In my capacity as Minister of Territorial 
Administration, I will see into it. Finally, | pay homage 
to forces of law and order who kept calm in spite of being 
provoked by the crowd. 


The populaticn has to be protected against acts from 
irresponsible persons. 


Chad 


French Mirage Crashes During ‘Training Flight’ 


LD2607131790 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] A French Mirage Fl has crashed in Chad. The 
pilot, who was able to operate his cjector seat, was only 
slightly injured. The aircraft belonged to the French 
“Sparrowhawk” defensive operation. The accident, 
which happened during a training flight, was caused by a 
collision with a bird, the Defense Ministry explained 
without giving any further details. 


Zaire 


‘Clashes and Violence’ Reported in Kinshasa 


AB2607201790 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Ever since President Mobutu announced political 
reforms in Zaire in April, he seems to be (?in a queue) for a 
wave of strikes and sporadic unrest. The latest to walk out 
on their jobs have been the civil servants. Now there are 
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reports of strike action leading to clashes and violence. 
From Kinshasa, Basongo Bayomi telexed this report: 


{Begin studio announcer recording] There was an atmo- 
sphere of extreme social tension in Kinshasa today as the 
various strikes taking place were coming to a head. This 
afternoon, while civil service bosses were leaving a meeting 
intended to discuss the civil service strike which has been 
going on for three weeks, they were besieged by a crowd of 
workers who screamed abuses at them, accusing them of 
corruption, slavisii support for President Mobutu, and of 
pauperizing the people. Unti! today, most demonstrations 
by the civil servants had been peaceful, but today, they were 
throwing stones at any vehicles that tried to enter the area 
around the Parliameni and the main government buildings. 
An American woman in one vehicle was hit on the head by 
a stone. 


According to well-informed sources, the strikers were 
enraged by information they obtained that their salary 
increase was going to be about 100 percent, which is far 
below what they have been demanding. It ts not clear 
whether this 100 percent offer had actually been made, 
but the workers’ demand is for the approximate equiva- 
lent of 300 pounds per month. 


Meanwhile, it has been learned that striking civil ser- 
vants in the town of Mbandaka tn Equatorial Province 
have also now gone on strike. The strikers seized a 
vehicle belonging to their boss and cut electricity sup- 
plies to a number of government buildings, including the 
local radio station. There is also a strike going on now in 
a large mine in the Kasai Region. Today’s issue of the 
official weekly newspaper carries a cartoon of the prime 
minister with the following caption and I quote: The 
government is still in intensive care. [end recording] 


Two Opposition Movement Activists Arrested 


AB2607171890 Paris AFP in French 1012 GMT 
26 Jul 90 


[Text] Brussels, 26 Jul (AFP)}—Mr. Piul Ekongo, one of 
the leaders of the Congolese National Movement 
[MNC]-Lumumba (Zairian opposition group) and one of 
his associates were arrested last week in Kinshasa, the 
MNC-Lumumba stated in Brussels today. Shortly after a 
July 18 meeting of “several hundred militants,” mem- 
bers of the Civil Guard and Special Intervention Forces 
“brutalized (the participants), even undressing the 
women,” according to the movement's communique. 


Mr. Ekongo, member of the MNC-Lumumba’s Political 
Bureau, and his colleague, Mr. Otete, were taken away by 
the authorities. “Neither their families nor their friends 
have as yet seen them,” the movement added. President 
Mobutu Sese Seko decided last April to reestablish 
multiparty politics in Zaire, limited to three parties. 
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Ethiopia 


UN Technical Team Departure From Mitsiwa 


EA2607121090 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[Text] The World Food Pregram [WFP] has revealed 
that a ship with a UN technical team, which was to carry 
Out a study on ways and means of bringing in food aid 
for drought victims through Mitsiwa, has returried 
because the Eritrean secessionisi group, the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front refused permission for i to 
anchor in the port. 


In a statement on this issue, the WFP said that the ship 
had been in the area for more than a week after arriving 
in Mitsiwa. The statement went on to say that the U.N. 
secretary general, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar had asked 
the WFP to carry out repair work on facilities in Mitsiwa 
to enable relief aid to pass through Mitsiwa fot drought 
victims. But due to the refusal of the secessionist group 
to accept the request, the ship was forced to go back. 


It will be recalled that the governi.ient, out of its com- 
mitment to saving the lives of compatriots faced with 
famine because of the drought, had earlier allowed the 
passage of relief supplies and other materials through the 
port of Mitsiwa. 


EPLF Denies Refusing Passage for Food Aid 


EA2707100490 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1500 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] The Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF] 
has said the reports disseminated by the mass media to 
the effect that it had refused to allow food aid sent to 
drought victims by the World Food Program to enter 
Mitsiwa were a baseless lie. In a statement issued last 
night, the EPLF strongly condemned the report as a 
fabrication and said that it confirmed the vanity of those 
who perpetrated it. It also [word indistinct] fabrications 
will [word indistinct] later. 


* EPLF Releases 8,000 Prisoners of War 
90AF0340 London ADULIS in English Jun 90 p 11 


[Text] The Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF] 
has released over 8,000 Ethiopian prisoners of war 
(POWs) captured in the battle of Massawa last February. 
Around 3,000 of these freed POWs have already 
departed to their villages. 


The recent measure brings to over 20,000 the number of 
Ethiopian POWs released by the EPLF in the last six 
months. By New Year's eve last year, the EPLF had 
released the 12,500 Ethiopian POWs under its custody. 


Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
25 May 1990 
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Kenya 


Moi Reiterates Rules on Official Statements 


EA26071038Y Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[Text] His exceliency President Daniel arap Moi today 
reminded KANU [Kenya African National Union] offi- 
cials and other leaders from around the country of the 
need for consultation with the relevant departments of 
the government while making statements, and especially 
those which touch on the security of state. 


The president further told them to consider the confi- 
dentiality of such information prior to making state- 
ments at whatever forum. President Moi said this was 
the only way o/ disseminating the right and factual 
information for public consumption if need be. In a 
statemen! issued at State House, Nairobi, the president 
added that what was not necessary for public knowledge 
should be entrusted to the right personnel and depart- 
ment for action in accordance with the normal govern- 
ment procedures. 


President Moi emphasized that irresponsible utterances 
or false statements to embarassment, injure, or riducule 
the government, the ruling party or Kenyans, individual 
or severally, would no longer b= acceptable. [sentence as 
heard] The president required that all leaders direct their 
minds to issues affecting the welfare of the peopie, 
especially the provision of basic human needs such as 
food, shelter, education, health and creation of employ- 
ment opportunities. 


Freed Opposition Lawyer Allegedly Rearrested 


AB2607132690 Paris AFP in English 0920 GMT 
26 Jul 90 


[Text] Nairobi, July 26 (AFP}—A Kenyan opposition 
lawyer and journalist freed Wednesday [25 Jul] after 
three weeks in detention was rearrested immediately 
after his release, his office said Thursday. 


Mr. Imanyara, editor of the Nairobi LAW MONTHLY, 
which has criticised the government for infringing on the 
independence of the judiciary, was freed Wednesday 
with two other opposition lawyers, John Khaminwa and 
Mohamed Ibrahim. 


Mr. Khaminwa had been arrested when he went to a 
police station to inquire about his clients Kenneth 
Matiba and Charles Rubia, two former cabinet ministers 
who have spearheaded calls for multi-party democracy 
in one-party Kenya. 


Their detentions without trial ignited five days of anti- 
government riots here this month. The riots cost 22 lives. 


Mr. Imanyara’s wife Florence saw her husband at the 
headquarters of the Criminal Investigation Department 
on Thursday morning, LAW MONTHLY staff said. He 
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was rearrested soon after his release, bul it was not 
immediately known what charges were brought against 
him, they said. 


The three lawyers were released a day after President 
Daniel arap Moi met dissident lawyer Paul Muite in his 
first known personal meeting with an opposition figure 
since the riots. 


But four other dissidents were charged the same day with 
conspiring to overthrow the government and sedition. 
The four, arrested two weeks ago, are George Anyona, a 
former le*i-wing member of parliament, Edwarc Oyugi, 
a psychology lecturer at Kenyatta University, Kiruhi 
Kimondo, a former assistan: . © .aster, and Ngotho Kar- 
ioki, 2a accountant. 


Further Inquiry Into Okullu Affair Not Needed 


EA2607 103290 Nairobi KNA in English 1025 GMT 
25 Jul 90 


[Text] Nairobi, 25th July—The Kisumu District KANU 
{Kenya African National Union] branch chairman 
Wilson Ndolo Ayah, has said that the branch has thor- 
oughly studied the incident report of the Dr. Okulliu’s 
alleged harassment by KANU youth and that the branch 
was satisfied. [sentence as received] 


According to a press statement to KNA, Mr. Ayah, who 
is also the minister for foreign affairs and international 
co-operation, said the KANU youth behaved with 
proper respect and good conduct, adding that when Dr. 
Okullu was approached he had finished the sermon and 
was to start his political talks. 
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Mr. Ayah added that as far as the Kisumu District 
branch was concerned, the matter does not need any 
further investigation. 


Uganda 


WFP Resumes Food Relief After Attack 


AB26\'7221990 Paris AFP in English 1556 GMT 
24 Jul 90 


[Excerpts] Kampala. July 24 (AFP)}—The U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) has agreed to resume food relief supplies 
to Uganda's northeastern region of Karamoja, suspended 
two weeks ago after an attack on a WFP convoy by armed 
bandits, state-run radio Uganda said Tuesday. During the 
attack, the second such incident in four months, one truck 
driver was killed. A WFP driver was killed in a similar 
ambush in Karamoja in March. 


The radio said that the decision to resume food relief 
operations followed a series of meetings between the 
government and WFP officials here. It quoted Rehabil- 
itation and Social Relief Minister Adoko Nekyon as 
saying that the Defence Ministry had agreed to provide a 
sufficient military escort to truck convoys delivering 
food to Karamoja. [passage omitted] 


Observers here noted that the government request for 
food for Kitgum appeared to suggest that there had been 
a new wave of insecurity in the district although rebels of 
the Uganda People’s Democratic Movement (UPDM), 
whose forces had been operating in Kitgum, recently 
signed a peace accord with President Yoweri Museveni's 
government in the Ethiopian capital. 
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Urgent Talks Held Between De Klerk and Mandela 


MB2607202190 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] The State President has confirmed that he held a 
meeting with ANC [African National Congress] deputy 
president, Mr. Nelson Mandela at the Union Buildings 
this evening. He said that at Mr. Mandela's request 
ancther meeting would be held next week and that at this 
stage he had nothing further to say. 


Mr. Nelson Mandela left the Union Buildings a short 
while ago after talks with Mr. de Klerk on allegations of 
involvement by Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the 
Nation] [words indistinct] at the Union Buildings two 
hours earlier. 


Earlier today a statement by the office of the state 
president said an urgent meeting had been called 
between Mr. de Klerk and Mr. Mandela. The statement 
this afternoon said it appeared that the ANC did not 
realize the seriousness of the disclosures over the past 
two days and that the government's future action would 
be guided between what transpired at the meeting with 
Mr. Mandela. 


Further on Alleged Plot to Overthrow Government 


MB2607190090 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1545 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] The office of the state president says that the ANC 
[African National Congress] does not realize the serious- 
ness of the facts that were exposed through the investi- 
gations of the South African Police over the past few 
days. In the light of these investigations it has been 
arranged for the deputy president of the ANC, Mr. 
Nelson Mandela to meet the state president urgently. 
Mr. de Klerk has indicated thai the government will 
determine further action during the course of the talks. 


Earlier, a spokesman of the Ministry of aw and Order 
confirmed thet a member of the ANC’s National Exec- 
utive, Mr. Mac Maharaj, was arrested by the security 
police. Captain Peet Bothma said after enquiries that 
Mr. Maharaj was teing held under the terms of the 
Internal Security Act. He said that the arrest was part of 
a countrywide operation by the Security Police over the 
past three weeks and further orrests are not ruled out. 


Our political news staff reports that Mr. Maharaj’s arrest 
as well as the arrest of 14 other members of the ANC and 
the South African Communist Party [SACP] who were 
already taken into custody, follows allegations of a plan 
by the military wing of the ANC, Umkhonto we Sizwe, 
and the SACP to overthrow the government through 
violent means if negotiations between the government 
and the ANC fail. 


In its reaction to the arrest of Mr. Maharaj, the SACP says 
that this action is not part of security measures but an 
attempt to spoil its launch in Soweto on Sunday [22 Jul]. A 
spokesman of the SACP, Mr. Jeremy Cronin, said in 
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Johannesburg today that he finds the timing of the arrests 
somewhat strange because the ANC had confirmed their 
commitment to negotiaticns earlier this week. 


[Begin recording] [correspondent Liesel Hamman] Mr. 
Cronin says that Mr. Maharaj is the chief organizer of 
the launch and according to newspaper reports of a “Red 
Plan” this weekend, it 1s expected that action will be 
taken against him. 


{Cronin in English] There was this crazy and very 
spurious story which we denied on Monday and which 
the ANC has also denied of some kind of alleged “Red 
Plot.” In our view, this was, amongst other things, a 
blatant attem”. to disrupt our launch rally on Sunday. 


[Hamman] Mr. Conin denied rumors of a “Red Plot” 
and said that the ANC and the SACP are two different 
organizations. Only the ANC can comment on allega- 
tions that Umkhonto we Sizwe brought weapons intu the 
country. [end recording] 


Portuguese Foreign Minister, Botha on Relations 


MB2607143990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1304 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Pretoria July 26 SAPA—Portugal’s minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr. Joao de Deus Pinheiro, is strongly in 
favour of future cooperation between South Africa and 
Portugal, the minister of foreign affairs. Mr. Pik Botha, 
said on Thursday [26 Jul]. 


He and Mr. Pinheiro were addressing a news conference 
in Pretoria after the Portuguese foreign minister met 
State President F. W. de Klerk. Mr. Pinheiro will leave 
South Africa after a five-day visit on Sunday after 
meeting various leaders, including ANC [African 
National Congress] Deputy President Nelson Mandela 
and Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi on Saturday. 


Mr. Pinheiro said he believed there was cause for opti- 
mism about South Africa’s economic and political 
future. He said President de Klerk and Mr. Mandela's 
European tours had helped to shed much light on the 
complex South African situation. 


Mr. Botha said such topics as unity movemenis in 
Furope, economic cooperation, fishing arrangements 
and the Cahorra Bassa project had been discussed with 
Mr. Pinheiro. Asked about South Africa’s chances of 
joining the Commonwealth, Mr. Botha said this subject 
was politically very complex, and he would prefer not to 
comment. The South African government currently con- 
centrated on improving economic cooperation in 
southern Africa. 
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Pinheiro Comments 


LD270706.)390 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguise 2200 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] At a news conference held after talks between Pik 
Botha and Joao de Deus Pinheiro, the Portuguese for- 
eign minister said that the Angolan case is at a decisive 
point. Jose Augusto Marques reports: 


{Marques} The situation in southern Africa, South 
Africa's relations with Portugal, and the EEC were topics 
at the initial political meetings held by Joao de Deus 
Pinheiro here in Pretoria with Frederik de Klerk and 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha. But the issue of southern 
Africa was dominant, with particular focus on the South 
African, Mozambican, and Angolan situations. 


[Begin Pinheiro recording] We spoke about the evolut:on 
of the situation in Angola, both with regard to the peace 
process which is at a decisive and importani point now 
and the future. That is, the possibility of the southern 
part of Africa developing a more intense cooperation not 
only within southern Africa, but with the EEC. There 
have been repeated declarations by the EEC about its 
willingness to actively participate in the economic devel- 
opment and reconstruction of Angola and Mozambique 
once the peace process is completed and once—let us 
say—{?we enter an appreciable phase) of the transforma- 
tion process toward a ew South Airica. It is in this 
perspective that we are already working, so that when 
this occurs—we hope that this will be relatively soon— 
we will have prepared all the instruments and programs 
to quickly make use of these prospects. [end recording] 


Mandela Reacts to Statement on Investigations 


MB2607155290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1527 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Pretoria july 26 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress; does not appreciate the seriousness 
of the facts revealed by the SAP [South African Police] 
investigation of the past few days, according to a state- 
ment on Thursday [26 Jul] from the State President's 
Office. The statement said a meeting between the deputy 
president of the ANC, Mr. Nelson Mandela, and the 
state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, was to take place ir 
this regard. 


Mr. de Klerk had indicated the government would 
“determine its further action with due regard to the 
course of the meeting.” 


Mr. Mandela said on Wednesday at 2 press conference, 
following a meeting of the ANC’ Mational Executive 
Committee, that the row over the infiltration of armed 
ANC cadres and militant remarks by Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation] Chief of Staff Chris Hani 
would not adversely affect the process of dialogue 
between the government and the ANC. Mr. Mandela 
further denied there was a plot to overthrow the govern- 
ment and said they had chosen peaceful negotiation to 
bring about a settlement. 
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“It appears from the statement...that the ANC does not 
appreciaie the seriousness of the facts which were 
brought to light by the SAP investigations of the past few 
days,” Mr. de Klerk said in the statement. 


He did not, however, wish to “react fully” to the state- 
ment “at this stage.” 


Coverage on Violence in Sebokeng Township 


MB2507054190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0225 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[Text] Johannesburg July 25 SAPA—Sebokeng township 
near Vereenigning was tense and nervous early 
Wednesday [25 Jul] morning following fighting on 
Tuesday that killed up to six people, bringing the death 
toll since Sunday to 30. Police in the township and 
residents confirmed three deaths, bet an earlier SABC 
{South African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news 
report said six had died. 


Residents said the three dead were believed to be 
Inkatha supporters. Several hundred Inkatha supporters 
fled from hostels in the township following fierce 
fighting around 2 p.m. Tuesday. 


The ANC [African National Congress] regional office 
was reported to have tipped off local SA [South African] 
Youth Congress and COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions] -affiliated members that Inkatha 
allegedly hired several buses to transport Inkatha- 
supporting workers and “reinforcements” from Natal. 


On the basis of these rumours, residents barricaded Sebo- 
keng’s central streets with rocks and boulders on Tuesday 
night and early Wednesday morning. Scores of youths 
huddled round fires on street corners, armed with pangas, 
axes, clubs and a variety of rudimentary weapons. 


Heavily armed police patrolled the :.wnship intermittently 
in armoured casspirs, firing tear gas at youths. Some youths 
said bird shot was also used. Journalists were warned by 
police not to go into Zone 12 or Zone 14 of the township 
wnere they were likely to be petrol-bombed. 


It appeared un.ikely transport would run through ‘ve town- 
ship on Wednesday as many roads were :mpassable. 
PUTCO [Public Utility Transport Corporation] drivers said 
the feeling amongst youths was the bus company had hired 
buses to Inkatha and therefore sided with them. 


A nurse in Sebokeng hospital casualty section, Mr. Jacob 
Matsepe, said early Wednesday morning five people had 
been admitted to the hospital. Three were admitted 
shortly after midnight with bird shot wounds, one had 
“blood in the lungs” from an injury sustained in the 
hostels, and another was suffering from a head wound. 
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Police Reinforcements Sent 


MB2607121090 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
26 Jul PW pl 


[Text] Huge police reinforcements with helicopters and 
extra Casspir armoured vehicles have been sent to strife- 
torn Sebokeng to stamp out fighting which has left 2! 
people Gead since it broke out on Sunday [22 July]. 


More than 500 policemen from Soweto, Pretoria and the 
Vaal Triangle have on the orders of Witwatersrand police 
chief Major-General Gert Erasmus, said police spokesman 
Colonel Frans Matherbe. [sentenced as published] 

The extra policemen would be used to keep warring 


factions apart and so prevent further large-scale vio- 
lence, he sid. 


The reinforcements are believed to include a unit of 
policemen from Soweto and more not policemen from 
Unit 19 near Pretoria—a special unit held in reserve for 
just such emergencies. 


Helicopters from the SAP’s [South African Police] Air 
Wing will also be deployed in the area. 


Nineteen people, including a policemen, were killed on 
Sunday and another two on Tuesday in bitter fighting 
between Inkatha and ANC [African National Congress] 
supporters after an Inkatha rally on Sunday. 


Inkatha has blamed the ANC, the ANC has blamed Inkatha 
and COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Urion] has 
blamed Inkatha and the SAP for the violence. 


Police have in turn blamed ANC “aggressors” for the 
violence. 


“The aim of this deployment is to stamp out the violence 
and to attempt to stabilise and normalise the situation as 
soon as possible. Just as important, we wish also to 
protect the broad mass of law-abiding citizens of Sebo- 
keng who are suffering under the violence. 


“It must be stated again that the SAP is neutral in the 
conflict and we only enforce the law. This is a political 
problem and the warring groups must sort it out them- 
selves,” said Malherbe. 


Warrant Officer Petrus Jooste (32), the policeman speared 
to death in Sebokeng while trying to keep Inkatha and ANC 
supporters apart in on Sunday [as published] will be buried 
tomorrow with full military honours. 


The tuneral service will be held in Rosebank at 10:30am 
and he will be buried at the SAP's Heroes Acre at 
Westpark Cemetery. 


Commemary on Maharaj Arrest, Armed Struggle 
M.32607195190 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1800 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[From “Africa South” program, recorded passages in italics} 
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[Text] The African National Congress [ANC] has 
strongly condemned the detention of National Executive 
Committee [NEC] member Mr. Mac Maharaj, following 
his arrest in Johannesburg by the South Africa security 
police yesterday late afternoon. Mr. Maharaj is been 
linked with an alleged plot to overthrow the South 
African Government if negotiations on the country’s 
constitutior.al future were to fail. 


The ANC’s [words indistinct], Ahmed Kathrada, sharply 
criticized the arrest of Mr. Maharaj. He alse condemned 
the continued detention of other ANC members, adding 
that this did noi contribute to the creation of a proper 
climate for negotiation. Mr. Kathrada demanded the 
immediate release of all ANC members. The arrest of 
Mr. Maharaj was confirmed to us earlier today by Police 
Spokesman Colonel Steve van Rooyen. 


[Van Rooyen] Mr. Mac Maharaj was arrested yesterday 
by the South African Police [words indistinct] Section 29 
of the Internal Security Act. 


[Unidentified reporter] Why has he been arrested’ 


[Van Rooyen] / am afraid | cannot give that information at 
this stage. | am not entitled to give any information [words 
indistinct} yet. 1 can only confirm that he has been arrested. 


{Reporter] There have also been reports in the media that the 
security police have discovered an extensive ANC network 
aiming at the overthrow of the South African government in 
the event of negotiations between the government and ANC 
failing. Can you comment on these reports? 


[Van Rooyen] Not very much more than you have said. At 
the moment we are investigating in depth. It is a very 
widespread investigation, and | am afraid I cannot tell 
you any more than what we have just said at the moment. 


Reports giving details of the alleged plot featured prom- 
inently in the South African press today, despite yester- 
day's rejection by ANC Deputy President Nelson Man- 
dela who accused the media of fueling the plot hysteria. 


[Mandela] What is being said by the press, that there is a 
plot—a communist plot—that there is a rebellion among the 
members of the ANC and against the decision of Groote 
Schuur is totally unfounded. This question of the existance of 
a communist plot [words indistinct] division with ANC comes 
from the press, and from nobody else, and 1 would like to 
know—where do you get this ip-nformation’ 


The press went one step further today. Newspapers 
qvoted intelligence sources as saying they had discovered 
an extensive underground network aimed at the over- 
throw of the government if negotiations on South 
Africa's future were to fail. According to the newspaper 
sources, members of the NEC, the highest policy making 
body of the ANC, had been involved in the ANC's 
President's Committee which reportedly consisted of 
South African Communist Party [SACP] members, with 
the exception of ANC President Oliver Tambo. The 
same sources claim the police had gained access to an 
ANC computer which had resulted in [wevrc's indistinct] 
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of documentation on structure. At least two members of 
the NEC are reporied to be directly invived in the 
underground plot. The intelligence sources claim that a 
President's Committee overthrow plot had certain links 
leading to, inter alia. the Netherlands and Belgium. 


The existence of the President's Committee was 
acknowledged by the ANC’s information secretary, 
Paolo Jordan, who described it as an advisory body to 
ANC President Tambo. The question remains, however, 
how credible the press reports are. Professor (Mike 
Hope), the head of the Institute for Strategic Studies at 
the Pretoria University: 


{(Hope)] First one looks at evidence that twords indis- 


tinct}, 1 think that is not totally unfow’ ‘hen also, 
in the second place. one has to! ° a ...« lowk at 
Statements made by. inter alia, N' |. hris ‘Hani Jwords 
indistinct] prior to the uncovering “'s slot hed not 


totally abandoned the idea of jwords . —...nct] to over- 
throw the government, and I think if one takes these two 
things in combination there seems to be [words indistinct] 
preliminary evidence that this in fact did exist. 


[Unidentified reporter] What we have heard in the media, 
does this correspond with normal strategy of the ANC? 


{(Hope)] Well, 1 think what has happened is that since the 
unbanning of the ANC, especially, they have tended to 
emphasize the armed struggle, and the link between the 
continuation of the armed struggle and negotiation. But 
[word indistinct] certainly, at a lower profile, want the 
idea of actually taking power forcefully. However, 1 think, 
Mr. Hani’s statement, and his recent discovery of this 
alleged plot, casts the whole matter in a different light. It 
also, 1 think, raises the question of what exactly the ANC 
expects from negotiation. Do they expect it to totally go 
their way, and if it doesn't, words indistinct] overthrow 
the government coming in again as an option. Seconaly, it 
also raises questions as to the possible existence of [words 
indistinct] ANC also being pointed out, mainly the idea of 
certain communist party members within the ANC [words 
indistinct] very difficul: to separate the ANC from the 
Communist Party, though | do not think one can totally 
say that the (whole thing is a) SACP plot as such, but 
certain [word indistinct] points to the point to the possi- 
bility of words indistinct]. 


MK Chief Calis Maharaj Arrest ‘Provocation’ 


MB2607175790 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1737 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Umtata July 26 SAPA—The arrest of a member of 
the ANC’s [African National Congress] National cxecu- 
tive Committee, Mr. “Mac” Maharaj, was an act of 
provocation on the part of the South African govern- 
ment to create an atmosphere thai would hinder the 
present talks between the ANC and the government, the 
head of the ANC’s military wing [Umkhonto we Sizwe— 
MK), &fr. Chris Hani, said on Thursday [26 Jul]. 
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Speaking at a news conference in Umtata, Mr. Hani, 
leader of Umkhonto we Sizwe [passage indistinct] the 
government was creating hysteria by saying there was a 
plot to have the government overthrown. 


“The ANC does not think it should negotiate with a 
pistol against sis head. The armed struggle will con)inue 
until there is a mutually binding ceasefire,” he said. 


Replying to a question, Mr. Hani said if Mr. Maharaj’s 
arrest was linked to an arms cache, the government had 
no right to arrest him. because that was an act of 
provocation. 


“Members of the AWB [Afrikaaner Resistance] who 
have been arrested, have been granted bail—we need 
that bail too.” he said. 


Asked whether he was afraid of being arrested by South 
African Police, Mr. Hani retorted: “What 1s prison? | am 
ready 10 go to prison. They will regret for keeping us in 
prison. If they think that apartheid will survive by 
keeping us inside, let them do so.” 


CP Leader Treurnicht on ANC, Military Wing 


MB2607 164190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1328 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Pretoria July 26 SAPA—If the ANC [African 
National Congress] thought that it cou'd take over the 
country by force, it would be making a big mistake that 
would cost it dearly, the leader of the Conservative Party 
(CP}, Dr. Andries Treurnicht, said on Thursday [26 Jui). 


He warned in a statement from Pretoria the SA [South 
African] Army, the SA Police and the CP would stand in 
the ANC’s way. 


Dr. Treurnicht said it was becoming more and more 
inexplicable that the government persisted in its aim of 
discussion and negotiations over the political rights of 
the whit* nation and non-white people with people who 
were bound to an armed struggle, and who were mean- 
while involved in a conspiracy ' seize power in the 
country through force. 


“The refusal of Nelson Mandela to distance himself from 
Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation] leader Chris 
Hani's threats of a large-scale military offensive against 
white South Africans confirms the CP's repeated warn- 
ings that the ANC has no interest in a settlement 
acceptable to whites, bot that it wants to misuse the 
negotiation process to bring about a 'ransfer of power to 
itself.” 


He said the CP's demand that negotiations with the ANC 
should be stopped was confirmed by Mr. Mandela's 
support of Mr. Hani as essential. The CP therefore 
further 2zppealed to the state president to immediately 
withdraw the amnesty and freedom given to Mr. Hani. 
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“We congratulate the SA police on their exposure of the 
conspirary and action against certz..: undermining ele- 
ments,” Dr. Treurnicht said. 


“The CP would like to put it clearly: If the ANC thinks 
that it can take over the country through violence, it is 
making a big mistake that will cost it dearly. The SA 
Army, SA Police and the CP will stand in its way.” 


ANC Accuses SA Police of Arming Inxatha 


MB2607194490 Johannesburg SAPA in Exglish 
1920 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Johannesburg July 26 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress] on Thursday [26 Jul] accused police of 
arming Inkatha for “further” attacks on Sebokeng. An SA 
{South African] Police [SAP] spokesman has reacted, how- 
ever, by saying the accusation is completely untrue. Efforts 
to reach an Inkatha spokesman were not successful. 


A statement from the ANC claimed that Inkatha leaders 
in Soweto and Jeppe were inciting people to launch 
attacks On anyone wearing or diplaying any insignia 
associated with the SA Communist Party [SACP]. The 
statement further claimed that the ANC had received 
reports that Inkatha was organising sympathisers for a 
second attack on Sebokeng Townsh‘p on August 4th. 


“It is alleged that the police are deeply embroiled in 
these preparations and have assisted in arming the 
(Jeppe) hostel dwellers for this second attack. As the 
criminal actions of vigilantes in Sebokeng this weekend 
demonstrate, there is a sinister and well orchestrated 
campaign afoot to spread the violence that has plagued 
Natal beyond that province. The persons behind this 
plot are receiving active assistance from elements in the 
police. The purpose of this unholy alliance is to terrorise 
the people in the most militant townships into submis- 
sion, destroy and disrupt the people’s organisations, and 
to undermine the prospects of the forthcoming meeting 
of August 6th.” | 


The SA Police have categorically denied these accusa- 
tions. Police liaison officer, Maj. Mike Lombard 
described the allegations as ridiculous and said they were 
“far removed from the truth. We are more interested in 
stopping the violence than anything else and it is ridic- 
ulous to allege the police are assisting any groups,” said 
Maj. Lombard. 


Asked if the police were aware of any further planned 
violence in Sebokeng, he said he was not sure. “But if we 
are aware of any planned attack of violence we would act 
timeously [as received] to prevent it from occurring.” 


The ANC claimed that people had the right to defend 
themselves if attacked. 
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COSATU Asks inkatha Violence Be Discussed 


MB2607165590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1408 GMT 26 Jul 90 


{By David Greybe] 


'Text] Johannesburg July 26 SAPA—COSATU [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions] is to request the 
ANC [A‘rican National Congress] team which meets the 
government on August 6 to raise the matter of an alleged 
spreading in recent days of Inkatha violence from Natal 
to the Transvaal. 


COSATU spokesman Neil Coleman also called on Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk on Thursday [26 Jul] “to take 
decisive action to end this campaign of terror.” 


Inkatha members were allegedly responsible for the 
attacks this week on residents of Sebokeng and Ermelo 
townships, in which at least 30 people died, and on 
“train committees” in Soweto. COSATU has singled out 
the police for allegedly not acting to prevent the violence. 
Mr. Coleman said again on Thursday COSATU’s law- 
yers gave police prior warning of the fighting in Sebo- 
keng, as well as the attack on commuters in Soweto, “yet 
nothing was done about it.” 


The COSATU spokesman also produced copies of letters 
sent to senior police officers, and the Minister of Police 
[title as received] Adriaan Vlok, as proof the police were 
warned of the allegedly premeditated Inkatha attacks. 


In the latest outbreak of violence, on Wednesday night, 
at least nine people were reported injured when a group 
of armed men—allegedly Inkatha members—attacked 
passengers alighting from trains at Soweto’s Inhlanzane 
Station. Wednesday night, a member of the Soweto Civic 
Association who did not want to be named, claimed the 
attackers were Inkatha supporters. She claimed the 
armed mob attacked people singing “freedom songs” 
and chanting ANC slogans. 


Soweto Police spokesman Capt. Joseph Ngobeni said 
police were not sure about the identity of the attackers 
and were investigating the incident. ; 


A Johannesburg newspaper reported it was inundated 
with calls on Wednesday night from Soweto residents 
who expressed fears a similar situation to that of Sebo- 
keng, in the Vaal triangle, may take place in Soweto. 


“We are obviously extremely concerned that in a space 
of a few days we have warned the police that Inkatha is 
planning attacks, both in the Vaal triangle and Johan- 
nesburg,”” Mr. Coleman said on Thursday. “In both 
incidents those attacks have materialised. And in both 
incidents the police have done nothing,” he alleged. 
“The police know that meetings took place in the hostels, 
planning the attacks,” the COSATU spokesman said 
referring to their lawyers’ letters 


Concerning Wednesday's attack on commuters, he said: 
“We had informed them of at least one meeting on 
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Tuesday night at Nancefield Hostel, Soweto. We now 
expect the police to apprehend and arrest those who 
olanned ...the attacks. Unless, of course, the police want 
to protect those concerned,” Mr. Coleman claimed. 


He maintained “a pattern has now emerged. Inkatha 
appears determined to spread this war nationwide. In the 
space of a week, we have had brutal attacks carried out 
on residents in Ermelo, the Vaal triangle, and Soweto. 
These are apparently aimed at intimidating residents 
who have been involved in opposition to the govern- 
ment,” Mr. Coleman alleged. 


He pointed out that, “in the case of the Vaal triangle and 
Ermelo, residents had embarked on consumer boycotts 
to protest against state repression. In Soweto the attacks 
were apparently aimed at members of the ‘train commit- 
tees’, who sing freedom songs and discuss political issues 
on the trains. 
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“Ultimately,” Mr. Coleman alleged, “we believe that the 
link will be traced to the Security Forces themselves.” 


He maintained the violence of the past week in the 
Transvaal “is not fighting between opposition political 
groups. It is vigilante terror being perpetrated against 
innocent civilians. We are calling on President de Klerk 
to take decisive action to end this campaign of terror. We 
will be requesting the ANC to take this matter up directly 
with President de Klerk.” 


De Beers Centenary Loans USSR $1 Billion 


MB2607120890 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 26 Jul 90 p 1 


[By John Cavill] 


[Text] London—De Beers Centenary is to lend $1ibn 
[billion] to the Soviet Union’s diamond industry in the 
first deal of its kind by any Western company. 


In return Centenary, the Swiss twin of De Beers Consol- 
idated, will have the exclusive rights to sell al! Soviet 


rough diamond exports—worth more than $5bn—for — 


the next five years. 


The deal is a coup for De Beers and the central Selling 
Organisation (CSO), which wi" now market diamonds 
for all the world’s major producers. 


The historic contract was signed in London yesterday by 
De Beers Centenary deputy chairman Nicholas Oppen- 
heimer and Valery Roundakov, head of Glavalmazzo- 
loto, the Soviet precious metals and diamonds adminis- 
tration, after negotiations lasting less than 12 weeks. 


The $lbn loan, to be repaid over five years from 
November, will be a massive help to the Soviet Union in 
meeting its import arrears. The Soviets have said they 
need $2bn to cover short-term debts. 


Gerrard Ralfe, a director of Centenary, said yesterday 
that the loan was being made “on a commercial basis.” It 
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would carry interests at an undisclosed margin over the 
London interbank offered rate. 


In terms of the deal the Soviet Union wil deliver as 
collateral to the CSO in London its stockpile of dia- 
monds, worth $1bn at market prices. 


Oppenheimer said the deal was important to both par- 
ties, and it assured the Soviets of a flow of funds from 
diamonds for the next five years. “This historic contract 
is clearly in the interests of the diamond trade in its 
widest sense,” he said. 


Chairman Julian Ogilvie Thompson said it was 
“extremely good news, not only for De Beers Centenary 
but for the stability and prosperity of the international 
diamond industry.” 


Ralfe said the initiative for the deal came from the 
Soviets, who had built up stocks of rough stones which 
they wanted to cash in without disrupting the market. 


Talks started in May, with Centenary directors Oppen- 
heimer, Ralfe, Alex Barbour (CSO deputy chairman) and 
Anthony Oppenheimer shuttling between London and 
Moscow for negotiations with aglavalmazzoloto and 
marketing agency Almazjourvelierexport (AJE). The 
sales contract will not mean a big increase in the amount 
of diamonds the CSO has to sell—a record $2.45bn 
wort}: in the first six months of this year. 


“For trading purposes there won't be any marked differ- 
ence although we are expecting Soviet production to 
increase. They have several new projects in Siberia,” 
said Ralfe. 


For while since 1963—following Sharpeville—there has 
been no direct contact between the CSO or De Beers and 
the AJE, uncut Soviet gem stones have found their way 
to the 10 annual London sights via other channels. 


“AJE has always behaved with great prudence in its 
selling,” said Ralfe. 


The new contract wil cover the bulk of Soviet produc- 
tion, although the Russians will continue selling an 
unknown quantity of cut stones independently. In 1986 
it was estimated that total USSR output (including 
industrial diamonds) was | 2-million carats. 


The effect of the deal on De Beers Centenary’s balance 
sheet is not disclosed. 


At the end of last year Centenary had diamond stocks valued 
at $2.4bn and net current liabilities of $29m [million]. 


Mervyn Harris reporis that the announcement of the 
deal came after the JSE [Johannesburg Stock Exchange] 
closed, but speculation surrounding De Beers shares 
lifted the price 3.7 percent or 350c to R[rand]97.25 on a 
turnover of 312,698 shares worth R30.4m changing 
hands in 251 deals. 
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Analysts said De Beers was expected to report strong 
earnings growth when interim results were released soon. 
Diamond sales had been buoyant after the diamond 
price increase, they said. 


On the back of the rise in De Beers, associate Anglo’s 
[Anglo-American] rose 4.6 percent or 252c to R118,25. 


National Police Liaison Issue Unrest Reports 


24 July 


MB2507084590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0836 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[Text] Pretoria July 24 SAPA—Herewith is the official 
unrest report as supplied by the police Public Relations 
Division in Pretoria. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24-hours: 

—At Sebokeng, Vereeniging, stones and petrol-bombs 
were thrown at police vehicles, injuring 4 policemen. 
The groups were dispersed with tearsmoke and shotgun 
fire. In the same area, a private dwelling was damaged in 
a petrol-bomb attack. 

—At approximately 13:00 on Tuesday [24 Jul], two 
groups of blacks, armed with a variety of weapons, 
attacked each other in a hostel in D Section. Two men 
were killed and another seriously injured. The injuries 
appear to have been caused by chopping instruments 
such as axes or pangas. Municipal police dispersed the 
groups with birdshot. No further injuries were reported. 
—At Elsie’s River, Cape Town, coloured youths stoned a 
number of private cars and trucks. 

—At Uitsig, Cape Town, a private vehicle was damaged 
in a stoning incident. 

—At Goodwood, Western Cape, a group of 24 black men 
and women were arrested during an illegal gathering. 
—At Douglas, a group of blacks and coloureds gathered 
illegally in the industrial area. After they had ignored an 
order to disperse, police arrested two coloured women, 
two black women, four coloured men and a black man. 
—At East London, nine teachers were arrested for 
attending an illegal gathering. ‘hey were later released 
on bail. 

—At Port Elizabeth, 26 employees at a shoe factory were 
arrested after gathering illegally. 

—At Ngwelezane, Empangeni, three private dwellings 
were damaged in petrol-bomb attacks. 

—At Evaton, Vanderbijlpark, stones and petrol-bombs were 
thrown at police and private vehicles. One black woman and 
two policemen were injured when struck by stones. Police 
dispersed the groups with tearsmoke, rubber bullets and 
shotgun fire. A black man was arrested. 

—At Kathlehong, Germiston, two light delivery vehicles 
were destroyed in petrol-bomb attacks. Two private vehicles 
were also damaged in incidents of stone-throwing. 

—At Isando Railway Station, Kempton Park, a group of 
between 500 and 600 blacks gathered illegally. After they 
had ignored an order to disperse, tearsmoke was used to 
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disperse them. Two marshalls were arrested after 
refusing to heed police warnings not to regroup. 

—At Ravensmead, Parow, a number of private vehicles 
were damaged in stone-throwing incidents. 

—At Bellville South, Cape Town, a truck was damaged 
in a stone-throwing incident. 

—At Lingelihle, Cradock, a bottle store and a private 
vehicle were damaged in a stone-throwing incident.* 


25 July 


MB2607103190 Johannebsurg SAPA in English 
1015 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Pretoria July 26 SAPA—SA Police [SAP] liaison in 
Pretoria on Thursday [26 Jul] issued the following report on 
unrest-related incidents during the past 24 hours: 

In Cape Town, a group of whites, coloureds and blacks 
gathered illegally in front of the magistrate’s court in 
Parade Street, apparently in sympathy with two teachers 
who appeared in court. 

Thirty-six black men, 62 black women, two white men, 
three white women, a coloured woman and three 
coloured men were arrested. 

At Ravensmead (Bellville) stones were thrown at private 
vechiles and the railway station and a road was barri- 
caded with burning tyres. 

At Kraaifontein (Cape Town) stones were thrown at 
private vehicles. 

At Moakeng (Kroonstad) a private vehicle was set alight 
and destroyed. 

At Ngwelezane (Empangeni) a group of blacks attacked 
three blacks with knobkerries [knob sticks] and pangas, 
one of the men was fatally wounded. 

At KwaMashu (Durban) police found the burnt body of 
a black woman. 

At Wesselton (Ermelo), two shops were extensiveiy dam- 
aged when set alight. Twelve black men were arrested in 
connection with one of these incidents. 

A councillor’s home and a number of private dwellings 
were extensively damaged in petrol-bomb attacks. A 
motorcar was also petrol-bombed. A policeman was 
injured when he and other members were stoned. Three 
black men and a youth were arrested in connection with 
this incident. 

A number of illegal gatherings were dispersed with 
tearsmoke. The body of a black man was found by the 
police. He appears to have been shot. 

At KwaZanele (Breyten) petrol-bombs were thrown at a 
private dwelling and police vehicles were stoned and 
petrol-bombed. In two of these incidents, police fired 
shotgun rounds and a pistol shot to ward off attacks. A 
man was fatally wounded and two black men wounded 
and arrested. In the same area, police found the body of 
a black man with a gunshot wound in the head. 

At Sebokeng (Vereeniging) a private vehicle was 
destroyed when it was set alight. Stones and petrol- 
bombs were thrown at police members and police vehi- 
cles. Groups were dispersed with tearsmoke, rubber 
bullets and shotgun fire. No injuries were reported. 

At Kagiso (Krugersdorp) police vehicles were stoned on 
a number of occasions. A private vehicle was set alight 
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and extensively damaged. A number of shots were fired 
at SAP members by unknown gunmen. No-one was 
injured. A bottle store was stoned and petrol-bombed. 
At Inhlazane station, Soweto, commuters alighting from 
a train were attacked by a group of approximately 300 
blacks, armed with fire-arms, pangas, axes, sticks and 
pipes. A woman and two men suffered gunshot wounds. 
Three men were injured with sticks, a woman was struck 
on the hand with an axe and two women were hurt when 
they were bumped over in the rush to escape the attack. 
Police fired tearsmoke and a shotgun round to disperse 
the group. A case of attempted murder has been regis- 
tered for investigation. 

At Elsies River (Cape Town) a number of private vehi- 
cles were damaged in stone-throwing incidents. A 
coloured woman, a passanger in one of the vehicles, was 
seriously injured. 

At Tidimala (Delportshoop) in the northern Cape, a 
group of approximately 60 black vouths threw stones at 
a special constable. He fired one shot-gun round in self 
defence. A 10-year-old boy was wounded in the cheek. 
At Magabeni (Umkomaas) a private dwelling was exten- 
sively damaged in a petrol-bomb attack. 

At Osizweni, near Newcastle, a classroom of a primary 
school was extensively damaged by a group of youths 
who set fire to it. 

At Pumula (Ermelo) a group of 12 blacks threw petrol- 
bombs at a shop and a police vehicle. They were all arrested. 
At Koedoespoort railway station (Pretoria) a black man was 
killed by a group of blacks, armed with pangas, apparently 
because of his refusal to participate in a strike. 


26 Jul Press Review on Current Problems, Isssues 
MB2607124890 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Let ‘Posturing’ in Talks End—‘The ANC [African 
National Congress] has responded swiftly to allegations 
of conspiracy with a welcome commitment to peiceful 
resolution of its differences with the Government,” 
notes Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 26 July in 
a page 22 editorial. Following statements by ANC mili- 
tary leader Chris Hani which “seemed calculated to 
destroy the spirit of Groote Schuur,” “both sided recog- 
nised that in this transition period obstacles are bound to 
emerge. The will to overcome them will determine 
success or failure.”’ ““Now let the posturing stop and the 
negotiating begin.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Mandela, De Klerk Musi Aid Taiks—Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English writes in a page 8 editorial 
on 26 July: “The meeting on August 6 between the 
government and the ANC is assuming pivotal impor- 
tance in the talks to clear the way for national negotia- 
tions, not simply because it is necessary to keep up a 
political momentum, but because the meeting offers to 
both sides a chance to pluck rewards for risks already 
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taken.”’ As for Nelson Mandela, his stature following his 
release from prison “has steadily diminished,” and “that 
his authority has severe limits is plain to everybody. 
However, Mandela does still have sufficient authority to 
call off armed struggle and, perhaps later, the sanctions, 
and thus to help President de Klerk to shore up his 
vulnerable right flank so that negotiations can proceed to 
the next stage.” 


THE DAILY MAIL 


SACP Should Change Its Name—“The SACP [South 
African Communist Party], due to be relaunched on 
Sunday [29 July], has made it clear it will stick with the 
word ‘communist’,” notes Johannesburg THE DAILY 
MAIL in English in a page 8 editorial on 26 July. “The 
party’s name is probably its greatest asset as a symbol of 
non-racial and militant commitment to the liberation 
movement. But it could also rapidly become a liability as 
party leaders find themselves constantly having to 
explain away their pat. A change of name could signal a 
real break with the past, or at least the negative elements 
of it. It could be a positive enactment of the verbal 
commitments that have been made to move away from 
the long-standing Stalinism of the SACP.” 


* NUM Criticizes Monopoly in Mining Industry 
34000839B Johannesburg THE NEW NATION in 
English 22-28 Jun 90 p 23 


[Text] The retrenchment of close to 12,000 miners and 
threats facing another | 20,000 have thrust to the fore the 
urgent need for the restructuring of the mining industry. 


Restructuring has been the subject of intense debate in 
the context of discussions on a post-apartheid economy. 


According to the Chamber of Mines (CoM), more than 
25,000 jobs, an average of about 8,000 a month, have 
already been lost between January and March this year. 


This average is equal to the monthly retrenchment figure 
for the entire economy recorded at the height of the 
recession in the first half of the 1980s. 


Freegold, the world’s biggest gold mine with about 
110,000 workers, will also retrench 7,800 workers. Many 
more face the same fate because of the industry's 
inability to absorb negative price fluctuations. 


Genmin, which last year announced plans to retrench 
7,000 workers, is once again cutting back. Last week it 
announced that it was ready to lay off 500 workers at its 
Stilfonten gold mine. Another 2,000 to 3,000 jobs are 
also under threat at Genmin mines. 


The marginal ERPM says it is prepared to retrench 
10,000 workers in a bid to return to profitability. 


Retrenchments have prompted sharp criticism from the 
national Union of Mineworkers (NUM) over continuing 
monopoly control of the strategically important mining 
industry. 
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One flaw identified by the NUM is the lack of any 
substantial manufacturing base for the processing of raw 
material such as gold. 


Much of South Africa’s gold is exported and sold back to 
the country in the form of jewelry, for example, by major 
Italian manufacturers. 


The NUM argues that the potential for expanding the 
manufacturing sector to process raw material such as gold 
and diamonds is vast and could provide thousands of jobs. 


But this is not the only restructuring suggested by the 
NUM. Decentralizing control of the monopolies is also 
necessary, the union says. 


It points out that the mining industry forms the back- 
bone of the South African economy. “A major crisis 
experienced by this sector is likely to cause serious 
dislocation in the entire economy,” the union argues. 


“It is irrational that such a strategic industry should be 
left under the control of people who are solely concerned 
with making huge profits,” it adds. 


Recommendations on a post-apartheid economic policy 
drawn up by the ANC [African National Congress] and 
Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions} for 
consideration by the two organizations’ constituencies, 
advocates the “dismemberment of conglomerates into 
units’, where feasible. 


The ANC has in the past expressed concern at the 
concentration of economic power in the hands of a few 
monopolies. 


The Cosatu/ANC recommendations further suggest 
extending collective bargaining into investment plan- 
ning. They also highlight the need for stabilizing mineral 
prices. This has added significance in the context of the 
most recent gold slump. 


“The formation of a State Minerals Marketing Authority 
would be investigated. Such an agency would enter into 
marketing agreements with other producing counts. ~ 
the ANC and Cosatu recommend. 


In this context, the NUM argues that any long-term 
solution to the lack of job security in the industry is 
integrally linked to the nationalization of the mines. 


Another factor limiting employment is the lack of invest- 
ment, according to the NUM. The union estimates that 
between 60,000 and 160,000 jobs could be created in the 
mining industry in the next 10 years if favorably invest- 
ment conditions are created and the problems of deep- 
level mining are solved. The union estimates that this 
would absorb about R28-billion in investment. 


While these recommendations suggest tong-term solu- 
tions, the NUM faces the immediate problem that the 
iohs of thousands of its members are on the line. 
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A further concern is that the announcement of retrench- 
ments comes at a time when the union is locked in a 
dispute with the CoM over wages. 


This has prompted the question: is the retrenchment 
announcement a bargaining ploy aimed at forcing the 
union to moderate its demand? 


Bosses will experience some difficulty convincing 
workers of this, especially againsi the background of 
similar threats during last year’s negotiations. 


Wage talks during 1989 were also preceded by intense 
speculation on the future of marginal mines. 


* De Klerk Pace on Reform Termed ‘Surprising’ 


90AF0354D Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
27 Jun 90 p8 


[Commentary by Anthony Johnson] 


[Text] Just before Parliament ended its momentous 1990 
session last week, opposition parties urged the govern- 
ment to extend the session because there was still much 
unfinished business which required urgent attention. 


And outside Parliament, organisations like the ANC 
[African National Congress], the PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress] and Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade 
Unions] have been complaining that the government has 
not yet met all the preconditions for negotiatlons—and 
adding a few new ones for good measure. 


However, Nationalists—many still bewildered by the 
pace of changes under Mr F.W. de Klerk’s stewardship— 
felt that enough had been achieved in the last five 
months to justify the break. 


Although no NP [National Party] speaker really used the 
final debate to outline the changes since February 2. 
there certainly have been enough to unsettle Mr de 
Klerk’s predecessor who now follows political trends 


from the Wilderness. 


Mr P.W. Botha, to be sure, was also responsible for 
introducing certain significant reforms—such as the 
scrapping of influx control. 


But what has made the changes ushered in during the De 
Klerk era more meaningful is partly reflected in the 
contrasting styles of the two leaders. 


Overwhelming Pressure 


As one senior Nationalist is fond of putting it, Mr Botha 
was prone to establishing powerful fortifications to 
shelter behind and consolidate his position whenever he 
introduced a meaningful reform. 


So progress was always halting and slow. Every conces- 
sion, often in response to overwhelming pressure, could 
be understood as another way of buying time for white 
power and privilege. Insofar as there was an overall game 
plan, this was it. 
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By contrast, Mr de Klerk appears to have recognised, as he 
likes to put it, that neither the interests of whites nor the rest 
of SA [South Africa] will be served by an 80-year war. 


Having accepted this, the steps he has taken have not 
only been more systematic but have taken place at a pace 
that has surprised even his critics. 


Since the opening of Parliament, the government has: 


e Ended the decades-old ban on a number of organisa- 
tions, including Umkhonto we Sizwe and the SA 
Communist Party. 

¢ Released Mr Nelson Mandela and a number of other 
prominent and less well-known security prisoners. 

¢ Held talks on the obstacles to negotiation with the ANC 
and approved the report of a joint National Party/ANC 
working group on the status of political prisoners and 
exiles. (The ANC has not yet formally responded.) 

¢ Lifted the four-year state of emergency in most of the 
country and agreed to review other security legislation. 

¢ Scrapped the Separate Amenities Act and hospital 
and prison apartiveid and will look at the Group Areas 
Act and Land Ac’s early next year. 


While opposition parties, with the obvious exception of 
the Conservative Party, have welcomed these moves, 
they believe that the government needed to finalise 
sensitive changes to the labour law before ministers went 
off on their hunting trips. 


There was also the feeling that the state’s hit squads were 
becoming a law unto themselves and that the time had 
arrived for Mr de Klerk to take a firmer stand on the 
Civil Co-operation Bureau which has simply ignored his 
order to furnish the Harms Commission with files about 
its activities. 


The pace of reform will undoubtedly tail off in coming 
months despite the government's frequent refrain that it 
is “in a hurry” to complete the process it has now begun. 


But if the Umlazi by-election result is anything to go by, 
National Party MP [Member of Parliaments will be doing a 
lot more than hunting during the parliamentary recess. 


* PAC’S Influence Said To Be Increasing 


34000828B Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English 17 Jun 90 p 10 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] and the 
PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] have signed a peace 
accord amid signs that the PAC’s influence is again on 
the rise. 


A committee comprising six members of each organisation 
has been established to monitor implementation of the 
acc -rd. The two organisations have agreed there must be 
free com of association and expression, the right to organise 
and to belong to different political organisations. 


The peace talks follow concern voiced by leaders of the 
ANC, PAC and Azapo [Azanian People’s Organization] 
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about strife in Transvaal and Free State townships which 
led to deaths and destruction of property. 


Aza no’s national projects organiser Muntu Myeza said 
Azapo, the PAC and ANC had agreed on the need to 
establish a “culture of democracy” and that unity among 
liberation movements was of prime importance. 


Meanwhile, the PAC, which until now has opposed 
negotiations with the government on the basis that they 
are unlikely to lead to gains for the black majority, this 
week acknowledged it might participate in negotiations 
under certain conditions. 


The PAC has always maintained that the issues of the 
return of the land to the African majority, a redistribu- 
tion of wealth and agreement on a non-racial, democrat- 
ically elected constituent assembly must precede any 
peace talks with the government. 


However. the PAC is also intensifying the armed struggle 
against government targets, especially the SA [South 
Africa] Police. The external wing of the PAC last week 
claimed responsibility for several hand-grenade attacks 
on police targets. 


SA Institute of Internal Affairs researcher Gary van 
Staden said: “If the prominence of the PAC in helping to 
shape South African history over the past 30 years were 
plotted on a graph, the resulting line would bear a strong 
resemblance to a roller-coaster track. From a series. f 
peaks and valleys in the late 1950s and early 1960s, the 
PAC entered a period of protracted decline which was to 
last for some two decades. Events and developments 
since the first few months of 1985, however, suggest that 
the PAC’s roller-coaster ride is not yet over and the 
organisation's influence may again be on the rise.” 


The PAC was officially launched in April 1959 after 
years of tension in the ANC led to an Africanist break- 
away. Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe was elected first pres- 
ident and the philosophy of Africanism was adopted. 


The main reason for the Africanist split was opposition 
to the role of white and communist (Marxism being seen 
as an “alien” philosophy, irrelevant to Africa) members 
of the ANC. 


The “Manifesto of the Africanist Movement” was presented 
to the PAC’s founding congress. This summarises the Afri- 
canist historical view of Africa from the mid-1 5th century, 
saying the expansion of markets caused by commercial and 
industrial capital resulted in the plunder and rape of Africa, 
which was colonised and “civilised” according to Western 
norms under the guise of Christian trusteeship. 


It says the African people were dispossessed of their land 
and rights as human beings and that the concept of 
““multi-racialism™ in the decolonising period whic.. fol- 
lowed World War II was a thinly disguised mechanism 
for maintaining white control. 


Broadly, the Africanist position has five main constitu- 
tional principles: 
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¢ The establishment of an Africanist socialist, democratic 
order, recognising the primacy of the vital material, 
intellectual and spiritual interests of the individual: 

* Universal adult suffrage on a non-racial basis; 

¢ A unitary multi-party state which strives for the 
freedom of all in Africa and the consolidation of 
bonds of African nationhood on a pan-African basis; 

« Common ownership of land and resources; and 

¢ Individual protection guaranteed in a Bill of Rights 
bul no minority O° group guarantees. 


The PAC does not define an “African” in terms of race, 
but in terms of culture. 


Last \ear present PAC president Zeph Mothopeng had 
this to say: “We believe in non-racial democratic rule of 
the African people of Azania. A person must accept this. 
We do not look at the colour of his skin. We look at his 
ideas, his loyalty. For example, I say there are no ‘Indian’ 
people here, but people of eastern origin, provided they 
have become Africans. 


“The same applies to people of European origin. A 
person is an African if his only loyalty is to Africa and he 
accepts the non-racial democratic decisions of the 
African people.” 


Nevertheless, despite repeated statements by PAC 
leaders since Sobukwe claiming the organisation is not 
anti-white, the slogan “One Settler, One Bullet” keeps 
cropping up and the anti-white image persists. 


While the PAC supports all forms of struggle, it has 
always stressed armed struggle. Until the mid 1980s (the 
present chairman, Johnson Mlambo was elected in 1985) 
the PAC’s armed wing, the Azanian People’s Liberation 
Army (Apla) was generally regarded as ineffective. 


Official government statistics showed that during 1986 
the number of Apla insurgents or sympathisers “‘neutra- 
lised™ (a euphemism for killed or captured) was 38, more 
than the combined total for the previous 10 years. 
During 1987, this figure rose to 85. 


To put this Apla activity into perspective, the official 
number of the ANC’s military wing Umkhonto we Sizwe 
“neutralised” in 1986 was 660 and in 1987 was 446. 


Diplomatically, the PAC enjoys, along with the ANC 
“official liberation movement” status at the United 
Nations, the Organisation of African Unity and the 
Non-Aligned Movement. Since 1986, the PAC has estab- 
lished diplomatic contact with a number of countries 
which previously only had contact with the ANC. 


PAC attempts to gain ground inside South Africa have 
made significant progress in recent years. The Pan Afri- 
canist Movement was formed in December 1989 with 
the objective of mobilising support for the PAC and 
Africanism. Since the unbanning of the PAC and ANC 
on February 2 this year, both organisations have openly 
been recruiting members. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 15 


The second largest trade union federation, the National 
Council of Trade Unions, which claims to represent 240 
000 workers, is also regarded as supportive of the Afri- 
canist position. However, they have never reached the 
same level of co-ordinating activities as the ANC and 
Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions]. 


While both the PAC and ANC have stressed the need for 
unity, political observers believe that behind the rhetoric, 
very little is likely to be achieved at a grassroots level. 


PAC secretary for economic affairs Mfanasekaya Gqo- 
bose recently spelt out the PAC’s attitude to the ANC: 
“(Despite our criticisms) the ANC of today remains an 
anti-imperialist, anti-fascist and anti-racist organisation. 
For these reasons, it is on the side of the oppressed, and 
it too has a role to play against the white minority 
regime. It is important to underscore this point. It 1s all 
the more important as both the PAC and the ANC 
should form a united front against the common enemy.” 


ANC deputy president Nelson Mandela has been highly 
critical of the PAC, which he said had been unable to 
mount “a single mass campaign” inside the country. 


ANC leaders generally have criticised the PAC for its 
lack of a political programme and its apparent disregard 
for mass-based protest actions. 


As far as the Blac!. Consciousness Movement, which 
includes Azapo, and the PAC is concerned, there is more 
common ground between the two than sharp differences, 
including a distrust of white “liberals” and contempt for the 
so-called “multi-racialism” of the ANC’s Freedom Charter. 
The Azanian Manifesto, adopted by Azapo in 1983, 
reflected the main principles of the Africanist Manifesto, 
although Azapo draws heavily on Marxism-Leninism. 


Van Staden’s report concludes that, while the PAC holds 
greater influence in South African politics than it has at 
any time since the Sharpeville uprising in 1960—when 
opinion polls showed it leading the ANC—it still trails 
the ANC by a very significant degree and is unlikely to 
catch up. 


Its prospects of launching a “people’s war” appear 
unlikely at this stage to progress beyond the “armed 
propaganda” phase, and the ability of the government's 
security forces to infiltrate and crush insurrection cannot 
be underestimated. 


On the question of negotiations, Van Staden says: “The 
PAC might well find itself forced to negotiate by a 
combination of a number of factors, including the pos- 
sibility that it could find itself out in the cold and 
watching from the sidelines while the ANC assumes 
control of the political system in South Africa. If a real 
negotiation gets under way in South Africa, the PAC 
would find itself forced to compete, whether or not its 
preconditions had been met.”—ANO 


16 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


* Unemployment Seen as Major Issue for Leaders 


90AF035S5D Cape Town WEEKEND ARGUS in 
English 23 Jun 90 p 21 


{Article by Graham Lizamore—First paragraph printed 
in bold print] 


[Text] A massive wave of poverty-stricken humanity could 
swamp cities and towns unless the government, black 
leaders and trade unions accept that steps must be taken 
immediately to improve the lot of the country’s unemployed 
millions. The pernicious legacy of apartheid is a mass of 
angry unemployed, uneducated, unhoused people, writes 
WEEKEND ARGUS reporter Graham Lizamore. 


No matter how ingenious the creators of the new South 
Africa might be, the future of the country will depend on 
how the new leaders are able to pacify the millions of 
young people of the “lost generation” for whom poverty, 
disease and crime have become a way of life. 


It is a generation that grew up rejecting education in favour 
of the revolutionary law of the townships where stonings 
and nec!’ cing were as much part of their curriculum as 
mat's and English were to white schoolchildren. 


Addcd to this group is the teeming river of people 
flowing to South Africa from the bankrupt homelancs— 
further monuments to apartheid. 


Professor Francis Wilson, head of the South African 
Labour and Development Research Unit at UCT [Uni- 
versity of Cape Town], who headed the Carnegie inquiry 
into poverty in South Africa has warned that poverty had 
to be dealt with to prevent the country “blowing apart.” 


He estimated unemployment at between 25 and 33 
percent of the population—almost 10 million people. 


Recently Dr C.F. Garbers, president of the CSIR 
[Council for Scientific and Industrial Research], esti- 
mated unemployment at “around 38 percent.” 


In the greater Cape Town area alone, the UCT Urban 
Problems Research Unit estimated that more than 
50,000 new formal sector jobs would have to be found 
annually. A report by the Cape Town City Council 
estimated that about 270,000 workers were unemployed 
in the metropolitan area. 


The President of the Cape Town Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr Gerry Ferry warned the government to shift the focus 
of economic development away from decentralisation 
towards the major urban areas to assimilate the vast 
number of “new urbanites.” 


But as the Nationalist government prepares for negotia- 
tions with the voteless to create a constitution that will 
embrace the hopes and desires of all South Africans, so 
the need for a revitalised economy has become a matter 
of urgency. 
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Economic growth is not keeping up with population 
growth. While last year economic growth was about 2 
percent, it has fallen this year to about half a percent. 


South Africa’s population of about 38 million will at the 
present growth rate of about 2.7 percent a year increase 
to 50 million in 10 years’ time and to a staggering 60 
million in 20 years’ time. 


Economic growth has become a matter of life and death 
for this country and its people. 


Standing in the way of any real growth in the short term, 
economists and industrialists have identified sanctions, 
high interest rates, political instability and the growing 
power of the trade unions. 


Sanctions have become the only viable internationally 
acceptable strategy the ANC [African National Con- 
gress} can use to lever the government towards a one- 
man One-vote dispensation. 


It is a Catch 22 situation. The ANC has to maintain 
pressure on the government but at the same time it 
knows the longer sanctions remain and foreign invest- 
ment is kept from the country, the greater its risk of 
inheriting a permanently crippled economy unable to 
employ, let alone create employment. 


Mr Gerry Bezhuidenhout of the SA [South Africa] 
Chamber of Business in Johannesburg said it was vital 
that money be pumped into ecucation, health care and 
job creation. 


He said more de-regulation was required to boost the 
small business sector and formal business should look to 
realising the full potential of South Africa’s minerals by 
exporting finished products. 


Service industries would spin off from this and create 
employment opportunities. 


He warned that it was vital for the trade unions to be part 
of any negotiations for a new constitution. 


Dr Charles Martin of the Building Industries Federation 
of South Africa advised that the government should 
again build houses for the low income groups. 


He said this would help to re-employ workers in the 
building industry and create housing. 


Dr Martin said there was little to encourage builders to 
move into building homes for the lower income groups. 


He said interest rates were too high and profit margins too 
low and there was an inherent danger of working in an 
unstable political environment, for example, a township. 


“This is now the time for the government to meet two of its 
biggest challenges—housing and unemployment,” he said. 


A black economist predicted a bleak economic future for 
South Africa unless Mr Mandela and President De Klerk 
could “get their act together.” He said the two leaders 
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shoula embark on a policy of compromise and thai 
sanctions should be lifted on a reward basis. 


The economist, who asked not to be named, said an 
economic growth rate of at least 2.3 percent was neces- 
sary. However because sanctions were being used as a 
political strategy to bring about change, this growth 
could not be met. 


“If sanctions are removed there will be an inflow of capital 
and creation of jobs. But at the moment the situation is very 
bleak because political instability is incompatible with job 
creation.” He added that he doubted whether people of 
different political persuasions in the townships would be 
able to tolerate one another. 


The economist said the objective was to uproot poverty 
and at this stage neither the ANC, Cosatu [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions] nor the government could 
say how they would handle this “very urgent” problem. 


Pick ‘n Pay Chairman Mr Raymond Ackerman said he 
believed the challenger lay now with all South Africans 
to come up with new ideas outside rigid capitalist and 
traditional socialist ideas. 


* ANC’s Vision of Democratic Society Questioned 


340008284 Braamfontein FRONTLINE 
in English May/Jun 90 pp 5-9 


{Article by Don Caldwell: “Liberals and the ANC: Time 
for a Divorce} 


[Text] The week before its landmark meeting with the 
government in early May, the African National Congress 
[ANC] announced a rally and press conference to cele- 
brate the return of exiled activists to South African soil. 
It also announced that journalists attending the rally in 
Mitchell's Plain would have to pay the ANC between 
R200 and R300 each to defray expenses. After journal- 
ists protested, the ANC rescinded the demand, asking 
instead for “contributions.” 


A sign that the ANC is naive about the press? Or a sign 
that it has a very different idea of how the press should 
operate’? Evidence suggests the latter: the ANC wants a 
press that serves the party. 


At the same Cape Town meeting announcing the rally, 
ANC regional official Christmas Tinto said the ANC 
expects journalists to join its ranks. 


“We expect the majority of you to be card-carrying 
members of the ANC, if not all.” 


Why? Because, he said, the ANC would like a “friendly” 
press. 


Soon afterward, the ANC announced that only journal- 
ists accredited by it could attend the rally and the airport 
press conference, featuring South African Communist 
Party [SACP] chief Joe Slovo. It issued yellow ANC 
press cards to approved journalists. 
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This high-handed approach shouldn't come as a shock. 


The ANC has never concealed its contempt for a free 
press—though you wouldn't have gathered that from 
most of the guilt-ridden liberals and business leaders 
who trekked to Lusaka and returned full of praise for the 
ANC’s moderation. They didn’t listen to what the ANC 
said; they went to be comforted. 


One who went to listen was Werner Viljoen, the 
chairman of the University of Pretoria branch of the 
student group Jeugkrag. 


In January, he and a Jeugkrag team met in Botswana 
with an ANC Youth League delegation from Lusaka, led 
by Jackie Selebe, who 1s on the ANC’s national execu- 
tive. The ANC members, most in their 30s, were ada- 
mant about the need for media restrictions. 


“They were definitely in favour of government control of 
the press,” Viljoen remembers. “We said we believed in 
a free, open press and they said, “Yes, but if the press 
goes against the regime, the regime must control the 
philosophy of the press.” It really felt like you were 
talking to the Conservative Party [CP].~ 


These weren't just zealous youths spouting off. Their 
view comes directly from the ANC’s own constitutional 
guidelines. 


When the guidelines were published in August 1988, the 
ANC was widely applauded for showing a commitment 
to nonracial, multiparty democracy. Based on these 
guidelines, foreign journalists blandly describe the ANC 
as supporters of “Western-style democracy.” 


And why not? 


The constitutiona! guidelines call for universal franchise; 
the right to form political parties; and freedom of asso- 
ciation, thought, worship, and the press. 


Well, not quite. 


The guidelines call for these democratic things “subject 
io clauses”—those are the ANC’s words. 


The guidelines say: 


(i) The state and all social institutions shall be under a 
constitutional duty to eradicate race discrimination in all 
its forms. 


(j) The state and social institutions shall be under a 
constitutional duty to take active steps to eradicate, 
speedily, the economic and social inequalities produced by 
racial discrimination. 


(k) The advocacy or practice ~‘ racism, fascism, nazism or 
the incitement of ethnic or regional exclusiveness shall be 
outlawed. 


The guidelines then say freedom of thought and the press 
shall be guaranteed “subject to clauses (1) and (k) above.” 
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And all political parties can exist if they “conform to the 
provision of (i) to (k) above.” 


Gullible liberals took this simply to mean that you don’t 
want a lot of nasty people running around printing hateful 
newspapers and forming provocative political parties. 


In fact, the ANC’s Ministry of Constitutional Interpre- 
tation could have a field day determining who is vio- 
lating the rules. 


The Ministry could outlaw the National Party [NP] 
(declaring it racist, for having implemented apartheid, 
and fascist, for supporting capitalism like the “fascist” 
Margaret Thatcher), the Conservative Party (racist and 
fascist, for calling for white domination and white 
schools), and the Democratic Party (racist, for agreeing 
that white schools shouid be allowed to exist; fascist, for 
supporting capitalism; and inciters of regionalism, for 
supporting a federation). 


It could ban the Pan-Africanist Congress and the Black 
Consciousness movement (racist, because they believe in 
black leadership); the Labour Party (racist and ethnic, 
like all parties in the tricameral parliament); and home- 
land parties, like Inkatha (ethnic, regional, and, in many 
cases, fascist capitalists). 


Similarly, the Ministry's Bureau for a Responsible Press 
could shut down any newspapers that support any of 
those parties. 


So what the ANC’s democratic guidelines really say is that, 
in the new South Africa, you are free to form a political 
party and run a newspaper as long as you're the ANC. 


It is certainly in that spirit that many ANC supporters— 
convinced that they alone are ordained to rule—see 
things. Among them are the people who spoke to Vil- 
joen’s group in Botswana. 


“They said the constitutional guidelines exclude some 
political ideologies,” he says. “They specifically said 
they would ban the NP, the CP, the AWB [Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging], the PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress], and Inkatha. Some took a hard line and said they 
would add other names to the list. But, in their defence, 
some of the younger delegates were clearly uncomfort- 
able about this. I'd say there was general agreement on 
the need for banning, but there was not specific agree- 
ment on which groups would be banned.” 


The ANC itself was unbanned in February, after 30 
years. Now that it is free to speak for itself in South 
Africa, it has provided ample evidence that it’s more an 
authoritarian revolutionary movement than a group of 
liberal democrats. 


The ANC continues to revel in its partnership with the 
South African Communist Party—the “people's alliance,” 
as ANC T-shirts and literature call it. Slovo was at Nelson 
Mandela’s side during the ANC’s talks with the government 
in May. Hammer-and-sickle banners drape the stage of 
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every ANC rally. Mandela salutes the SACP “for its sterling 
contribution to the struggle for democracy.” 


It's fashionable to make excuses for this glorification of 
communism by saying the ANC cannot be expected to 
simply cut its historical ties to the SACP. But why not? 
It's one thing to align yourself with an authoritarian 
movement because you are both fighting the same 
enemy. But today, with white rule clearly on the way out, 
the issue is what you're fighting for. And the ANC 
continues to align itself with forces that reject liberalism 
and capitalism and applaud authoritarian regimes like 
those in Cuba, Angola, and Zambia. 


Another sign of the ANC’s authoritarian, rather than 
democratic, spirit: it portrays itself as the sole legitimate 
opponent of the government, the self-appointed leader of 
“the people.” It demands a two-sided negotiating table 
consisting of it and the government. If you support 
ANC-style liberation, you line up behind the people; if 
you don’t, you automatically support the government. 
There is apparently no place for, say, a liberal-capitalist 
opponent of both apartheid and communism. 


“In our struggle, we can no longer afford to have grey. 
undefined areas,’ Zwelakhe Sisulu, the editor of the New 
Nation, the ANC-supporting weekly, said in an editorial 
two weeks before the Groote Schuur talks. “Now, more 
than ever before, it is the people or the regime.” 


Sisulu says this “requires maximum unity of all those 
opposed to apartheid”—unity on the ANC’s terms, of 
course. 


This is a recurring theme of ANC representatives. The 
movement does not welcome a range of political par- 
ties—right-wing, middle-of-the-road, left-wing—fighting 
issues Out at the ballot-box. Side with the ANC or be 
considered the enemy. 


Here is the leader of the ANC’s armed wing, Chris Hani, 
on Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi: “So far we are seeing 
him to be on the other side...but we will talk to Buthelezi 
and tell him his place is with us.”’ Here is Aziz Pahad, an 
ANC executive member, on other homeland leaders: 
“We have to work towards ensuring that we pull them 
out of the enemy camp and into the democratic camp.” 


Nelson Mandela, though still portrayed as a messiah for 
all South Africans, has clung to the party line that the 
ANC speaks for “the people.” It is Mandela's custom in 
his speeches to thank all those organisations that have 
fought apartheid. He applauds the Communist Party, the 
UDF [United Democratic Front], Cosatu [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions], the National Education 
Crisis Committee, the MDM [Mass Democratic Move- 
ment], the South African Youth Congress, and so on—al! 
groups aligned to the ANC. There is rarely a mention of 
rival black groups or liberal white groups or anti- 
apartheid business leaders. The true opponents of the 
regime are in the ANC. 
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When Mandela extends a hand of friendship to whites, 
the story is the same. At a February rally in Bloemfon- 
tein, he saluted Bram Fischer, the advocate and former 
SACP leader, and called on “all other peace-loving 
Afrikaners to join our ranks.” In other words, “nonracial 
democracy” means that whites, too, are welcome to join 
the ANC. 


What the ANC can't achieve by persuasion, it 1s attempting 
to achieve by violence. Its “armed struggle” had a minimal 
effect on the government. But violence and thuggery under 
the banner of “armed strugg’«” continue to create havoc in 
townships across South A/rica. 


How does this benefit the ANC. Business Day columnist 
Simon Barber argues that the ANC ts trying to destroy 
opponents so that it can be the sole party to whom the 
government surrenders at the negotiating table. Hence 
the civil war with Buthelezi's supporters in Natal. “One 
may have doubts about the democratic convictions of 
Inkatha, but that is not the point,” Barber says. “The 
point is that it is another party and the ANC ts not 
prepared to brook another party. Anyone who ts not with 
the ANC is against it and faces a choice between re- 
education and liquidation.” 


ANC supporters contest this, saying that at his Durban 
rally in February, Mandela said “take your guns, your 
knives, and your pangas, and throw them into the sea.” 


But how seriously can you take that statement when at the 
same time Mandela was calling on supporters to take up 
arms to fight the regime? He ended his Durban speech by 
saying: “It is only the united action of you, the people, that 
will ensure that freedom is finally achieved. | call, there- 
fore, for an all-round intensification of our struggle.” 


Those fighting words are dangerous in Natal. Whatever 

the ANC leader himself means, wide-cyed supporters on 

the ground (to the extent that they listen at all) interpret 

the “struggle” to mean fighting Buthelezi's people as 

much as fighting apartheid. For them, an “all-round 

intensification of the struggle” :means that it's still open 
hunting season on political eneinies. 


There are other signs of the A'NC’s authoritarianism: its 
pledge to lord over the commanding heights of the economy, 
either through nationalisation or controls; the recently 
exposed detention, torture, and killing of dissident ANC 
fighters in labour camps in Angola and Tanzania. 


But more damning than what the ANC says is what it 
doesn't say. If the ANC isn't authoritarian, where is the 
evidence? What single liberal value has it ever endorsed, 
not subject to clauses? 


The ANC is free to paint for us its picture of a demo- 
cratic society. But it has never described a future society 
that is free and open. It has never called for a private, 
competitive economy or pledged to uphold individual 
freedom. It hasn't scotched rumours that it would 
nationalise the press. 
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Instead, it calls for plans, plans, and more plans. Plans—- 
these come from its constitutional guidelines—for a “rapid 
and irreversible redistribution of wealth.” Plans to promote 
“the habits of non-racial and non-sexist thinking”; to pro- 
mote “anti-racist behaviour. Plans for “the acquisition of 
genuinely shared patriotic consciousness.” Plans that sound 
like they'll require a lot of jackboot. 


This is the nub of the liberal criticism of the ANC. For 42 
years, until FW de Klerk’s recent liberalisations, the 
National Party used the full force of government to control 
the economy, silence opponents, and cling to power. 


During four decades of dictatorial white rule, the South 
African government has built up an arsenal of rules, 
regulations, subsidies, taxes, and boards—to control 
both the economy and people's lives. Except for a few 
racist laws like the Group Areas Act, the ANC has not 
named a single law or tax or control board that it would 
scrap. In fact, it has recently threatened to reverse any 
privatisation or deregulation carried out between now 
and liberation. 


If the ANC were liberal—rather than a power-hungry 
mob—it would recoil at the power that rests with Pre- 
toria today; it would call for that power to be severely 
reduced. Instead, it calls for the power to be transferred 
to it, and even increased. It could then wield the old 
powers of white domination under the new banner of 
black liberation. 


As Wits business economist Frank Vorhies, a liberal 
capitalist, notes: “The ANC has never philosophically 
opposed the concept of censorship and banning. It has 
only objected to those weapons being used by the apart- 
heid regime against it. It believes in ‘good’ censorship 
and ‘good’ banning carried out by the ANC, in the name 
of the people. They aren't an alternative to authoritarian 
National Party rule. They are a clone.” 


In recent weeks, the ANC has begun making moderate 
noises. But theirs is an unconvincing conversion to 
liberalism, or even moderation. 


Each welcome statement must be seen against the ava- 
lanche of statements that contradict it. More impor- 
tantly, the ANC continues to speak loudly with its 
silences: if it is truly breaking from its authoritarian past, 
it should say so loud and clear. 


Take three examples of so-called moderation. 


Thabo Mbcki, speaking to the Cape Town Press Club in 
May, said the ANC does not consider itself the sole 
representative of the oppressed, and said other anti- 
apartheid organisations should be represented at the 
negotiating table. 


Ignore the fact that virtual y every other statement made 
by an ANC representative portrays the struggle as the 
ANC versus the regime. Suppose Mbeki means what he 
says. To be convincing, he must say much more. If there 
are other legitimate opponents of the government, call 
them by name. Explain how they differ from the ANC— 
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are they fighting for something the ANC isn’t fighting 
for?—and why they deserve a place at the table. And he 
should answer this: can a group reasonably oppose the 
solutions of both the government and the ANC? 


Until Mbeki gives specifics, his statement can be inter- 
preted to mean that other government opponents are 
welcome at the negotiating table, if they side with the 
ANC. Or, worse, it can be interpreted as meaningless 
rhetoric to counter criticism of the ANC’s intolerance of 


opposition. 
Another example of the new moderation. 


Francis Meli, outgoing editor of the ANC mouthpiece 
Sechaba, in an interview after Sechaba was unbanned, said: 
“I do not subscribe to the view that only the ANC should 
have the right to spread its ideas in the new society.” 


Ignore that in the same interview he reiterated the ANC’s 
opposition to press freedom, by saying the propagation of 
racism and tribal chauvinism would be banned (this was 
reported in The Star under the bizarre headline, “ANC 
backs freedom of press in SA”). Assume his remark means 
the ANC supports a relatively liberal press. 


OK, then Meli—or anybody else on the ANC national 
executive—should list, by name, who else would have 
“the right to spread ideas.” Business DAY? The Citizen’ 
Die Patriot? Anybody who wants to? Or must the ANC 
government's Bureau for Information grant the right? 


Who should own the newspapers? Who should be 
allowed to start a television station? Is a government-run 
TV news monopoly acceptable as long as it's run by an 
ANC government? 


A liberal movement would find these questions embar- 
rassingly easy to answer. 


If the ANC believed in free expression, it would, too. 
A final example. 


The ANC, particularly following the collapse of commu- 
nism in eastern Europe, has been criticised for its call for 
a highly centralised government. In an interview with the 
New Nation in April after his return to South Africa. 
ANC constitutional guru Albie Sactis was sympathetic to 
the criticism: “The question of strong local government 
iS Very Important—it’s a demand that has emerged from 
the democratic movement and, in that sense, we don't 
want a remote, bureaucratic, over-centralised state.” 


Again, this sounds reasonable. But Sachs doesn’t go far 
enough. Name names. Does the ANC believe the United 
States is a democracy? Canade? West Germany? Swit- 
zerland? If not, why not? On what grounds would the 
ANC endorse a federal solution for South Africa? What 
countries does it believe are democratic role models for 
South Africa? 


If the ANC would give us some idea of the democracy it 
envisions, we could judge how serious it is about “loca! 
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government” and “grassroot empowerment and partici- 
pation” —another phrase Sachs used. 


But the ANC doesn’t give us any idea at all. This applies 
to the whole range of its “moderate” statements. 


You can believe the ANC is moderate when it starts 
describing a multiparty democracy in which—horror of 
horrors—it might not win every election, a democracy in 
which it could be the parliamentary opposition to a 
ruling middle-of-the-road government. 


Believe it’s moderate when it starts calling for a no- 
holds-barred press that can say whatever it wants 
(including bashing the ANC and making the case for 
racism), when it starts applauding the world’s Western- 
style democracies and attacking the vanguard dictator- 
ships that litter Africa. There is no reason to equivocate 
on these issues—unless, of course, the ANC isn't partic- 
ularly interested in liberalism. 


This 1s not to say that today’s ruling National Party is a great 
beacon of liberalism. The NP positions itself as the ANC’s 
arch-enemy. In fact, the two groups are hard to tell apart. 
Like the ANC, the NP has traditionally been an illiberal., 
intolerant, nationalistic, anti-capitalist movement. 


The first Nationalist prime minister, DF Malan, said 14 
years before coming to power in 1948: “If war should 
come, it will mean, in my opinion, the end of the 
capitalist system...But whether this happens with or 
without war, by revolution or evolution, the capitalist 
system, which is based on self-interest and the right of 
the strongest, is in any case doomed.” 


He also said: “We hope and pray that Christianity and 
socialism may be so guided in their future development 
that...the passions and the violence of the age may prove 
to be the birthpangs of a better social world.” 


The legacy of this anti-capitalism is a highly regulated. 
socialised South African economy. 


De Klerk makes a lot of noise about free enterprise, but 
he has a long way to travel before becoming a convincing 
liberal capitalist. 


If the ANC took power tomorrow, it would find all the 
tools needed by a socialist regime. The Nationalists 
would bequeath to the ANC a range of nationalised 
monopolies: the airline, harbours, railway, post office. 
telephone service, electric company, TV and radio ser- 
vices, weapons manufacturers, and universities. 


The Nationalists would also hand over to the ANC a 
battery of regulations to control trade and industry: 
exchange control, import permits, a monopoly Reserve 
Bank, high. complicated taxes, shop-hour laws, the 
Liquor Board, licensing laws, two-dozen agricultural 
cortrol boards, and much more. 


To control what people think, the ANC would be given 
the Directorate of Publications, to censor books and 
movies; a centrally imposed school curriculum, which 
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could be modified to teach the ANC’s version of history: 
and a 1T'\’ news monopoly, to spread propaganda to the 
masses. To keep opponents in line, the ANC would be 
provided with the security police and the Internal Secu- 
rity Act. 


“Liberation” would mean that the ANC wields these 
weapons instead of the Nats. 


There are precedents for this. 


At independence in 1980, Robert Mugabe's government 
in Zimbabwe inherited lan Smith's state of emergency 
and has renewed it like clockwork every six months. The 
Rhodesian secret police, the Central Intelligence Organ- 
isation, was retained to torture and harass opponents of 
the new government. Econom: restrictions—price con- 
trols, currency controls, import controls—were retained 
and in most cases tightened. So liberated Zimbabwe 
enjoys not freedom but tyranny under a new banner. 


And so the story has gone again and again in indepen- 
dent Africa: the new regime has retained and perfected 
the tools of the old regime. Nothing has changed but the 
colour of the dictators. 


Whether this happens here depends largely on the 
National Party. 


The pessimistic view is that, for all the latest reforms, the 
NP hasn't fundamentally changed. It remains an illiberal 
party that distrusts private enterprise and democracy. If 
so, it would do whatever necessary to retain power, 
including striking a deal with the ANC. Hand in hand, 
the two parties could divide the spoils of a socialistic 
government. The racist laws would go, authoritarianism 
would remain. 


The more optimistic view is that the NP, having broken 
from its authoritarian past, is evolving into a liberal 
party that would not accept ANC-style tyranny. 


By unbanning all political movements and casing many 
press restrictions, De Klerk already shows more toler- 
ance than an ANC government would. He has also called 
for privatisation and deregulation, a devolution of gov- 
ernment power away from Pretoria, and a bill of rights 
guaranteed by independent courts. If De Klerk means 
what he says, the political landscape could be turned 
upside down. 


The National Party—for so long, the world’s polecat— 
could open its membership to all races and become the 
home for liberals, entrepreneurs, and all who want 
Western-style freedom. It could form the nucleus of a 
moderate, pro-capitalist party that promises stability 
and rejects intimidation and the tyranny of people's 
courts. With a much broader appeal than Namibia's 
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance. the NP could gain the 
support of the majority of ordinary South Africans. 
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Meanwhile, the ANC—for so long, the assumed libera- 
tors of the people—could stagnate into a reactionary 
party. clinging to authoritarianism and bankrupt central 
planning. 


If De Klerk’s Nationalists can abandon apartheid and 
hijack the revolution, they deserve the applause of liberal 
democrats at home and abroad. They will have to act 
boldly. though. to undo decades of their own socialists 
economics and dictatorial rule. 


* Possible Cuts in Homeland Industry Subsidies 


3AQOU82I8C Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 17 Jun 90 p 3 


{Article by Dirk Tiemann: “Government Panel Wants 
Cuts in Ribn Subsidy Flop”) 


[Text] Sweeping changes to decentralisation incentives 
which have cost the taxpayer R1-billion will come as a 
blow to industrialists in the TBVC [Transkei. 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] states and homelands. 


The changes will follow a major investigation by a 
top-level panel into the current Regional Industrial 
Development Programme (RIDP). 


The Government-commissioned report released this 
week recommends that the current development policy. 
which artificially stimulated industry in the TBVC areas. 
be abandoned. 


It said development in these areas has been at the 
expense of the other development regions identified by 
the panel. 


The panel was headed by Professor Wiseman Nkuh!y, 
principal and vice-chancellor of the University of Transkei. 


The homeland development regions will now face greater 
competition from the metropolitan regions of the Cape 
Peninsula, Durban-Pinetown, East London and Port Eliza- 
beth/Uitenhage, as the emphasis shifts to the developm=nt 
of an integrated southern African economy. 


Professor Nkuhlu said the investigation into RIDP was 
launched after the programme failed to generate self- 
sustaining development despite its R1-billion incentive 
costs. 


The programme was formulated in 1982 and endorsed 
by SA, Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Yenda and Cisket. 


“The RIDP incorrectly assumed that the TBVC states 
were the only regions requiring assistance. Furthermore. 
the distorted government import substitution policies 
favoured the establishment of industries on the Reef.” 


The report said the import policies must be rectified. 
“Regional and sectoral development must be deter- 
mined by the comparative advantage of each region.” 
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Professor Nkuhlu said: “jacentives should not be the 
drawcard for industrialixsis. They should move to a 
region because of its economic advantages. 


“The current policy has encouraged many unviable 
industries to settle in the remote regions where incen- 
tives ensured their survival.” 


Artificial 


This has created artificial growth points without benefit 
to the local population. Only | percent of Transkeian 
household income car be attributed to wage labour in 
the decentralised industries 


Professor Nkuhlu said: “Most firms who settled in the 
homeland import the raw materials they need from 
outside the region and then export their product to the 
PWY (Pretoria, Witwatersrand, Vereeniging Industrial 
Area] and other markets. 


“The industries have failed to link up with the economies in 
the regions where they have established themselves.” 


The report advocates the slow phasing out of concessions 
over two years and the introduction of profit-based 
incentives for viable companies. 


Professor Nkuhlu said permanent incentives, such as 
electricity and transport, also create distortions. A 
problem existed with short-term incentives, such as 
wages, which were maintained at a fixed level for a 
period of seven years instead of being reduced annually. 


He said: “This incentive actually conceals a company’s 
unprofitability. If our recommendations are accepted, 
some fast buck industrialists will be in for a shock. 


“Profit-based incentives should replace all incentives 
which discourage self-sustaining industries. Industries 
which are not competitive without incentives have no 
right to exist.” 


* Afrikaner Institutions Form ‘New Establishment’ 


3400083 1B Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 7 Jun 90 p 12 


[Text] The pillars of the establishment that propped up 
successive National Party [NP] governments are fast 
crumbling. 


New alliances, which will eventually lead to the forma- 
tion of a completely new establishment, are in the 
process of being formed. 


Until a decade ago the NP’s electoral success was based 
almost exclusively on its ability io inspan the sub- 
structures of society to best serve its political needs. 


The NP was the “political arm” of Afrikanerdom—a sort 
of first among equals, together with its spiritual arm (the 
three “sister churches”), its cultural arm (the Broeder- 
bond and its front organisations) and its economic 
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leveiage through the Afrikaanse Handelsinstituut and 
the various white trade unions. 


One of the biggest successes scored by the CP |Conser- 
velive Party] since it broke away in 1982 was its usur- 
pation of the symbols of Afrikanerdom—filags, language. 
emotions. It created alternative cultural structures which 
rendered the establishment organisations almost impo- 
tent. The Broederbond, under the leadership of former 
RAU [Rand Afrikaans University] rector Professor 
Pieter de Lange, tried gamely to prepare its membership 
elite for the new South Africa. 


Documents circulated among branches tried to pave the way 
for radical changes, but even the Bond seems to have deen 
caught napping by the speed and the extent of the F W 
revolution. 


Its long-time front, the Rapportryers, diminished in 
influence as the rifts in Afrikanerdom grew bigger. Led 
by a Northern Cape farmer and former dominee, Mr 
Louis Swanepoel, it is now trying to bridge the chasms 
and unite Afrikaner cultural activities in “ote of political 
differences-zan exercise that is doomed «: fail. 


The Federasie van Afrikaanse which 
long served as the umbreila body for Afrika:.er movements, 
has similarly lost its clout. Nowhere was it better illustrated 
than in its lack-lustre attempts to recreate the Great Trek in 
1988, in sharp contrast to the spirited efforts of its conser- 
vative counterpart, the Afrikaner Volkswag. 


Select 


In the BCP-days (Before Conservative Party), the elec- 
tion of local school committees in Afrikaner towns and 
suburbs was a cut-and-dried affair. Dominees of the 
three Afrikaans churches usually met beforehand to 
select a committee “that would best serve the needs of 
the communtiy”. 


The names were often read from the pulpits on the 
Sunday before the meetings and, with few exceptions, 
the chosen few were duti{i "'y elected. 


In recent times, school committees have become one of 
the most important battlegrounds between the NP and 
the CP. 


Elections resemble national polling days and the parties 
circulate the names of their candidates well in advance. 
Results are scrutinished by Afrikaans newspapers to 
determine which party took control of which school and 
what the implications may be on the next election result 
in that particular constituency. 


The estrangement between the Government and the orga- 
nised teaching profession, as represented by the Federal 
Teachers’ Council, has its roots in Dr Piet Koornhof's term 
of office as Minister of Education and the many “promises” 
of new salary deals that were never delivered. 
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However, the conservative sentiments of the Transvaalse 
Onderwysersvereniging, led by Pretoria Teachers’ Training 
College head Professor Hennie Maree, are well known. 


Battle 


It came as little surprise that he led this week’s confron- 
tation with Education Minister Gene Louw. 


A recent development is the formation of Afrikaner 
Querverenigings—in most cases blatant CP fronts— 
which will iead the conservative rearguard battle against 
any moves to desegregate education. 


The three mainstream Afrikaans churches have also not 
escaped the cleavages that threaten to rip their congre- 
gations apart. The biggest, the NG Kerk, has already 
experienced the breakaway of the right-wing Afrikaanse 
Protestantse Kerk and a kernel of further resistance 
remains with the formation of the Reformatoriese Bond 
to prevent a leftward crift in church thinking. 


Much attention will be focused on the meeting of the 
General Synod in Bloemfontein in September and espe- 
cially in the choice of the new moderator to succeed 
Professor Johan Heyns, accused by many conservatives 
of being too liberal. 


The civil service is another former mainstay of Afrikaner 
establishment which is becoming a source of potential 
right-wing trouble. In the days of Dr Hendrik Verwoerd 
and N’ John Vorster, powerful figures like Dr Werner 
Eiselen and Dr Piet Rautenbach not only executed 
government policy but often formulated it. 


Sensitive 


Low-level officials determined the pace and direction of 
decisions taken by the Cabinet and often thwarted Gov- 
ernment attempts to solve sensitive issues—prompting 
Dr Piet Koornhof to refer publicly to officials in the 
Department of Bantu Administration as “tortoises”. 


A feature of recent Government strategy was to put in 
place a number of key confidants to head departments, 
even to the extent of promoting relatively junior officials 
to senior positions, or bringing in outsiders from the 
academic world or the business community to handle 
sensitive departments. 


For example, Dr Piet van der Merwe at the Commission 
for Administration; advocate Joel Fourie, Manpower: 
Dr Stef Naude, Trade and Industries; Dr Johan Garbers, 
Education. 


But on lower levels a revolt seems to be brew, ng. Again, 
salaries are being used as the ostensible issue by the 
powerful Civil Servants’ Association, led by Onderste- 
poort researcher Dr Colin Cameron. 


But underlying it seems to be a rearguard revolt against 
Government reform moves and the impact these may 
have on a future civil service. 
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Rumours about grave discontent in the armed services 
have been circulating for months in spite of strong 
denials from Ministers and generals. 


This week’s salary increases may lead to a temporary lull, 
but dissatisfaction with the Government’s talks with the 
former “enemy” and alarm over the extent to which 
their guts are being split in front of the Harms Commis- 
sion, may lead to future confrontations between senior 
officers and politicians. 


The demise of the old establishment has radically altered 
the face of power in the country. 


Mr De Klerk has reverted to Cabinet rule rather than 
party rule, in the process reducing the role of the caucus 
and the local party congresses. 


The CP can already justly lay claims to representing the 
majority of Afrikaner voters—especially in the Trans- 
vaal and the Free State. And the NP will, in future, haye 
to lean heavily on the young Yuppies in the commercial 
and professional world as well as English-speaking sup- 
port, which has over decades proven to be very fickle. 


Advice 


The new Afrikaner establishment will be found among 
businessmen and professional people whom the Govern- 
ment will increasingly turn to for advice. 


The computer generation has caught up with the establish- 
ment. The old troika of culture, church and civil service is 
making way for a “user friendly” power structure that will 
have a huge say in determining Afrikaner thinking as it 
enters the era of the new South Africa. 


* National Party Electoral Victory Envisaged 


34000830A Braamfontein FRONTLINE 
in English May/Jun 90 pp 3-5 


[Article by Denis Beckett: “Why Blacks Will Elect the Nats] 


[Text] In February the government broke out of its 
straitjacket, and there was honeymoon. In March there 
was burning and looting and people were saying if this is 
the new South Africa let’s take the old. In May euphoria 
returned. nobody knowing for how long. 


What next? A Conservative coup? An ANC [African 
National Congress] dictatorship? Both are possible, in 
succession, and meanwhile the wheelnuts of real life are 
tearing their threads. Foreign consulates take on extra 
staff to cope with immigration queries. Crime rates 
ascend to the stratosphere. Standards vanish into the 
distance—not only the much-mocked “Western stan- 
dards” but also fairly absolute standards such as the idea 
that it is a good thing to stop for red robots. 


In two years, five years, ten years, will we be safe in the 
streets? On the pavements? In our homes? Will we find 
goods in the shops? Be able to pay for them? Will we 
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choose our recreations? Our opinions? Will our children 
stroll carefree to school? Will we be proud of being South 
African? Confident? 


The betting is poor, and not because we're inherently a 
hopeless case. Inherently, we're far from hopeless. 
Person to person, we relate to each other a lot better than 
most societies. At the service stations and the shops and 
the workplaces, most of us get on fine with our compe- 
triots of other colours and other languages. 


Only the political trap plunges us into gloom, and the 
political trap is removable. It will be removed as soon as 
we envisage FW de Klerk being elected the president of 
a full and whole South Africa. 


Once the government gets around to seeing itself as the 
likely winner of a “one-man, one-vote” election, pros- 
pects will clear up. White resistance to majority rule will 
become negligible. The Nats will drop their infatuation 
with negotiations, and will lead the country into a 
full-scale democracy. Conservatives will be released 
from their nightmares. Most will think there could be 
nothing better than an Afrikaner-led South African 
democracy. Many will apyly themselves to making that 
prospect a reality. 


The Nats having perceived that they might win a general 
election, will set out to ensure that they do. 


With a suspicious world watching closely, they will be 
barred the allure of shortsighted gerrymandering, and 
obliged to seek their own re-election by making democ- 
racy far fuller, far freer, and far sounder than anybody 
has asked for. 


The government and most whites know that the ordinary 
mama on the township bus is a good deal more inter- 
ested in her pension, her security, her job, her pantry, 
and her children’s schooling than in any quantity of 
theory or rhetoric. Therefore they will make it as easy 
and as compelling as possible for her to vote freely for 
her practical interests. 


They will not merely meet the demand for majority rule, 
a la Zimbabwe and Namibia. They will exceed it, by 
giving the ordinary people more power than the libera- 
tionists want them to have. 


The government's strategists will want to de-racialise 
politics, so that elections are not black-versus-white 
affairs but practical choices about practical needs. 


They will want to de-dramatise politics, so that people 
are not expecting a single election to turn the world 
inside out. 


They will want to de-symbolise politics, so that people 
are voting on issues rather than for in.ages. 


They will want to diversify politics, so that energy is put into 
local and regional issues and not only into parliament. 
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They will draw up a constitution with no race or group 
clauses whatsoever. They will ditch their “group” obses- 
sion not in a spirit of grudging capitulation, but eagerly, 
keen to remove every hindrance against black voters 
voting for them. 


The constitution will aim to make the silent multitudes 
louder than the vocal activists. There will be not one vote 
per citizen, but many votes. Local and regional councils 
will be given powers that matter to their voters. 


As promised, this constitution will be put in a refer- 
endum to the existing electorate. It will be given a 
resounding “Yes”, the traditional white fears having 
been settled not only by release from the dread of a 
Uganda/Zaire “black rule” scenario but also by the 
discovery that the fullness of democracy takes care of 
schools-and-neighbourhood worries. 


The country will proceed to free elections, for everybody. 
The government will have ceased to conduci itself like an 
ordained loser looking for the best way to abdicate. It 
will vigorously seek re-election. 


It will stress freedom of choice, and therefore also 
secrecy of choice. It may legislate to prohibit the subtly 
intimidatory election practices that whites have taken 
for granted, such as party workers asking householders 
how they intend to vote, and parties placing tables at the 
entrances to polling stations. 


It will flood the townships with police and troops under 
orders to stop intimidation. It will invite the UN and the 
embassies to place monitoring personnel with every 
patrol and at every ballot-box. 


The election process may spread 0» zr months, starting with 
local elections and ascending through regional or provincial 
layers to culminate in a parliamentary election. 


Possessing real powers, lower-tier authorities will attract 
real competition. Networks of alliances will emerge, and 
a web of diverse power bases will form. 


Would-be intimidators will be hamstrung. since there is 
little value in terrorising people who have free and secret 
elections ahead. Party rigidity will loosen as lower-tier 
leaders emerge with their own power bases and their own 
needs, answerable to voters more than to hierarchies. 


Nationalists will woo black voters in the normal manner 
of democracy. De Klerk will speak Zulu and Sotho on 
TV, however imperfectly. Cabinet ministers will attend 
events like the funeral of black disaster victims, as they 
have always done for whites. In towns and villages, Nat 
enthusiasts will set out by deed and gesture to win black 
support. They will stress their experience and expertise, 
and that their capacities are now to be applied in the 
service of the whole nation. 


Come the parliamentary election, the nation will be 
covered by a web of democratic councils and elected 
leaders. For the sake of paving the way to their own 
re-election, the Nationalists will have established so full 
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a spread of power that henceforth nobody, themselves 
included, will be able to uproot it. 


Black aspirations will no longer be defined by the chants 
of the passionate thousands who attend rallies, but by the 
votes of the half-interested millions who go nowhere 
near rallies. 


The National Party will be the centrepoint of a broad 
moderate faction. In some cases it will present black 
candidates to white voters, with former Conservatives, 
among others, working and voting for these candidates 
in Opposition to less-desired rivals. In some cases it will 
present white candidates to mainly black constituencies, 
such as where it judges there to be a strong element of 
black distrust of “black rule”. In some cases it will form 
alliances with other parties. 


The broadened Nationalist faction will be supported by 
the vast majority of non-black voters, some 25 percent of 
the electorate, and by a wide variety of black voters. 
These will include pragmatic voters, who believe the 
Nats will best deliver the goods; deferential voters, the 
kind who think the whites know better; fearful voters, 
worried that the military might step out of bounds if it 
gets nervous; anti-ANC voters, among them people in 
liberation circles who have borne the brunt of the ANC’s 
tyrannical aspect; and a large portion of the enormous 
not-interested segment, who will vote on the principle of 
better the devil you know than the devil you don’t. 


Next morning, FW de Klerk will be the president of 40 
million South Africans and not of 5 million, and South 
Africa will have the most soundly anchored political 
system on earth. 


There will follow a period during which the liberated 
South Africa is ruled by much the same government as 
that which rules the unliberated South Africa now. 
Sanctions will terminate, investment will return, and 
growth will no longer be impeded by the political flaw. 
The twin distortions of defending or opposing apartheid 
being no more, the ANC, PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress}, & co will wear in to normal politics as normal 
parties, carrying weight according to the size of their 
support and no longer the size of their secretariats or 
their headlines. 


With government accountable to the needs of the 
majority and not the consciences of a minority, the 
country will become in all senses more stable and in 
many senses more conservative. There will be less hys- 
teria about integration than there is now. There will be 
very much greater stress on law and order. Black voters, 
little interested in racial statistics and highly interested 
in the quality of their schools and hospitals and services, 
will give short shrift to today’s practice of artificially 
pushing black individuals beyond their levels of compe- 
tence. Intimidation in school or workplace will meet 
firmer legal reprisals than today’s minority government 
dares to inflict. 
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People who believe in the so-called Western values, like 
tolerance, due process of law, and trains running on 
time, will cease to be abashed by their beliefs or to 
perceive them as irrelevant. They will propagate their 
beliefs with energy and determination. 


“Black opinion” will cease to be laid down by a handful 
of unelected or questionably elected spokesmen. Crowd 
counts and mob slogans will no longer be barometers of 
public feeling. 


Some of the ANC’s leaders and many of its supporters 
will lose interest in the socialist link once the fight for 
equal citizenship is over. Some, alive to the socialist rout 
abroad, will see greater gains in the generation of addi- 
tional wealth than the redistribution of declining wealth. 
Some will see more security and more freedom, more 
justice and more progress, in Nat-led liberal capitalism 
than ANC-led ideological rigidity. The ANC as a polit- 
ical party in the liberated South Africa will be a lesser 
factor than the ANC as a liberation movement in the 
unliberated South Africa. 


By the time of the second national election, the political 
spectrum as we know it today will be a memory. We will 
have had five years of introduction to democracy. 
Existing alliances and rivalries will have changed beyond 
recognition. The government will be a moderate right- 
of-centre party, in the fashion of democracy. It will have 
had five years to sell its brand of peace and prosperity to 
a mainly black electorate whose confidence and capa- 
bility will have had five years of super-charged growth, 
and it will be judged on performance. Its main rival will 
be a moderate left-of-centre party, which will challenge 
until it eventually wins and is judged in its turn. The 
temperature of politics will have cooled to normal levels, 
where a change of government does not signify civil war 
or scorched earth. The nature of politics will have 
changed from a life-and-death threat to a mechanism of 
order, as in the existing democracies, where most people 
are barely aware of who is in power in parliament 
because it makes little difference to their lives. 


The poor will become progressively richer, in conse- 
quence of abundant possession of the most effective 
weapon that has ever brought wealth, a re-usable vote. It 
will not particularly matter how they vote. Once they 
have the vote they get richer regardless, since whoever is 
in power is bothered about how they might vote if their 
don’t see progress taking place. 


Every existing fight except one—the fight over citizen- 
ship—will remain to be fought, and will be fought 
through the means of vote and debate. We will be a 
normal society except that we will have an abnormally 
solid political foundation and an abnormal dosage of the 
strength and health that diversity brings. 


This is a vista many South Africans will find attractive. 
To make it a reality, we need to stop thinking of 
liberation as a swop from white rule to black rule, Nat 
rule to ANC rule. We need to think of liberation meaning 
the existing government and civil service running the 
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nation on behalf of the whole nation, and not on behalf 
of the white nation. Like the Nats or not, that is what we 
need, because that is what will get us over the hump. 


* Statistics on Public Firearm Ownership 


34000829B Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 19 Jun 90 p 1 


{Article by Linden Birns: “More Than 2,5-million Guns 
Licensed in 1989°"] 


[Text] More than 2,5-million firearm licences were 
granted to members of the public between January | and 
December 31 last year 


Police spokesman Coi Ste. - van Rooven said 2 880 O50 
licences were issued to | . 14 738 applicants—indicating 
an average of 2,58 firearms per applicant. This is an 
increase of 123 415 licences over the 2 756 635 permits 
granted in 1988. 


Van Rooyen said he did not know what the increase 
could be attributed to 


In 1988 only | 098 791 people were licensed to possess 
firearms—1I5 947 less than last year. The number of 
people in illegal possession of firearms rose from 4 698 in 
1988 to 5 059 in 1989—a rise of 7,68 percent. Licences 
were refused to 7 240 people while 8 367 people were 
declared unfit to possess firearms. 


Latest statistics of firearm-related crimes show that in 
1988, 4 078 firearms were stolen. 


The number of people robbed of weapons was 463, and 401 
strong rooms and safes storing firearms were forced open. 


Murders and attempted murders committed with stolen 
firearms totalled 1 735, while armed robberies tallied 2 089. 


Rapes involving stolen firearms came to 159. There were 
36 cases of culpable homicide, 57 cases of malicious 
damage to property and 23 crimes of public violence. 


About 2 550 people were prosecuted for the loss of 
firearms through negligence, or for not taking reasonable 
steps to safeguard arms. 


* Minister: New Foreign Trade Links Sought 


34000829A Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 19 Jun 90 p 1 


[Article by Mike Robertson: “Kent Durr Tells of New Trade 
Links; Foreign Firms Plan To Invest Billions in SA”) 


[Text] Cape Town—Foreign companies were planning 
on investing billions of rands in SA [South Africa] in the 
next six months, Trade and Industry Minister Kent Durr 
said yesterday. 


Durr said major investments had been lined up in the 
motor, mineral, metal beneficiation and chemical sec- 
tors. He declined to give details of companies involved. 
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Government officials said yesterday that investments of 
up to R4,5bn were being planned by the motor industry. 


A further R500m investment in the manufacture of 
auto-catalyst components, mainly for export, was also in 
the pipeline. 


Durr was expanding in an interview on a speech he 
delivered to the President’s Council in which he said SA 
was seeing a rolling back of sanctions. 


‘We are making contact now with old friends...and large 
invesiments are being planned or considered.” 


Durr said large European and Asian companies were 
showing an increasing interest in developing mineral and 
metal beneficiation plants in SA. 


Rapid progress also was being made in re-establishing old 
trade links and expanding new ones, particularly in Africa. 


Yesterday Durr received high-powered trade delegations 
from the Ivory Coast and the Ministry of Trade in 
Malawi. New trade arrangements and agreements are in 
the offing. 


Durr told the President’s Council that his department 
had been busy with a host of activities in Africa, 
including the opening of several trade representative 
offices and facilitating tirade and joint projects. 


In March this year he visited East Berlin and Poland, the 
first SA Minister to do so since the Second World War. 


“All the time we were breaking new ground and we have 
had a steady strcam of distinguished visitors from all 
over the world to talk trade and investment to us. 


“In our department we have structured an Africa desk 
and a ‘one-stop’ export promotion centre to facilitate 
this flow, as well as looking fundamentally at the way our 
foreign trade offices operate abroad.” 


To meet new challenges facing SA, every activity and 
service provided by his department had been placed 
under critical examination. Among the decisions were: 


The phasing out of the travel agents board; a review of 
technological policy (a report is expected in August): 
reversing previous policy and establishing a policy of 
vertical integration in the wine industry; the deregula- 
tion of the sugar industry; restructuring and modernising 
the Decentralisation Board, and launching of an inves- 
tigation into “our over-complicated tariff structure by 
the Board of Trade and Industry and the IDC [Industrial 
Development Corporation]” (expected to be completed 
by next month). 


Durr said future industrial growth in SA would have to 
be export led. 
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“We must structure ourselves for this challenge. The 
need to encourage exports also brings home the impera- 
tive of normalising our political relationship with the 
world. You cannot have expanding sales into contracting 
markets. 


“Not least important is our new general export incentive 
scheme and the tariff evaluation.” 


Durr said that in future SA would have to exploit its 
comparative advantages and seek ways and means of 
promoting further beneficiation and added value of raw 
materials and minerals. 


* IDASA Counts Natal Violence Toll 


34000830B Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL 
in English 15 Jun 90 p 67 


[Text] As ANC [African National Congress] deputy 
president Nelson Mandela tours the northern hemi- 
sphere calling for continued economic sanctions against 
SA [South Africa], he should consider for a moment the 
detrimental effects of the ongoing violence in Natal. 


A report just released by the Institute for a Democratic 
Alternative for SA (Idasa) suggests that not only is the 
general social well-being of the people of Natal being 
affected by the spiral of violence, but also the prospects 
for future economic growth in SA. 


Trying to assess the economic impact of the Natal 
violence has been a difficult exercise ever since the 
political conflict began in 1987. Most business sectors 
have been directly hurt, but to different degrees and at 
different times. This makes an overall assessment virtu- 
ally impossible. 


For the past six months, Idasa researcheis have been 
trying to get the full picture. But Gavin Maasdorp, 
director of Natal University’s Economic Research Unit, 
and colleague Dori Posel found, as organised business 
has in the past, thu’ obtaining economic statistics on a 
micro level is no easy task. 


Consequently, they focused largely on the macro- 
economic effects of the violence and found it went way 
beyond lost production and high absenteeism. 


More important for SA, their findings argue that not 
only has the violence undermined the recent potential 
for political stability in the country; it has also eroded 
domestic and foreign business confidence in the 
economy. This, in turn, has influenced the level of 
domestic investment, capital flows as well as foreign 
investment. 


They also suggest that, contrary to the climate of political 
reform, the ongoing violence in Natal is one factor which 
could “preclude the doors of the international economic 
commiunity, slammed shut in 1985, being prised open.” 


Most tragically for Natal, Maasdorp and Posel conclude 
that white future economic growth depends on political 
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stability, the reverse is also true. A lack of economic 
growth, which will put the brakes on opportunities for 
redistribution, is likely to increase the climate of political 
unrest in the country. 


On the domestic front, the effects of the violence are 
easier to see. The Idasa paper says the most visible 
economic consequence has been its effect on local pro- 
duction, where industry is operating at below full 
capacity with declining productivity. 


Absenteeism, aggravated by stayaways and disrupted 
transport, has reached 95 percent at times, while facto- 
ries report a daily absentee rate of between 15 percent-30 
percent as opposed to the usual 3 percent. 


Poor productivity, further aggravated by low morale, 
nervousness, lack of sleep and the effects of not having a 
permanent home, has severely hampered the potential 
growth of industry. For example, an R85m expansion 
programme by a plant in Hammarsdale is now being 
reconsidered and other factories have put expansion 
plans on hold while adopting a wait-and-see attitude. 


The Maritzburg Chamber of Industries estimates that 
R500 000 is being lost daily because of the violence. It 
warns that if the conflict continues, industrial expansion 
will come to a stop and some companies will even 
consider closing down. 


The Idasa paper identifies two consequences for Natal if the 
violence continues. First, “stagnating or contracting 
industry in Natal will exacerbate the pervasive problem of 
unemployment in the country.” In Maritzburg alone, unof- 
ficial estimates put the unemployment rate at 50 percent. 
Second, as production costs increase, so expenditure on 
training workers for the future is likely to decrease. 


What can be done to halt the vicious cycle? That's the 
hard part. But the paper does take business to task: If 
business continues “to lament the detrimental effects of 
violence on productivity and production,” and yet 
remains reluctant to offer assistance in confronting the 
problem—be it through provision of resources, increased 
understanding of the problems faced by the work force or 
involvement in mediation—its perceived commitment 
to a post-apartheid SA will be severely undermined. 


And so will the opportunities for future growth and a 
stable, co-operative labour force, adds Idasa. 


These sombre warnings are also sure to apply to the 
business community in SA at large. 


* Plan for All-Race Referendum Announced 


34000829C Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 17 Jun 90 pp 1-2 


[Article by David Breier, political correspondent: 
“Whites-Only Poll Would Be a Risk for the Govern- 
ment; All-Race Vote for a New SA”] 
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[Text] All South Africans will be eligible to vote in a 
referendum which will decide the country’s constitu- 
tional future. 


Minister of Constitutional Development Gerrit Viljoen 
confirmed this weekend that the referendum, eventually 
to be held after negotiating a constitution, would be open 
to whites as well as black, coloured and Indian people if 
they wanted it. 


He said this was a confirmation of President F W de 
Klerk’s view. 


This means that votes for each population group could be 
counted separately as well as together to give a grand total. 


The thinking after the massive swing to the Right in the 
Umlazi by-election is that any future whites-only poll 
would be highly risky for the Government. 


It could face defeat at the hands of the Conservative Party 
[CP]-led rightwing in a future white referendum or election. 


Some Government planners believe a non-racial refer- 
endum on a common voters’ roll woulu give Mr de Klerk 
a far better chance of a “yes” vote than a segregated poll. 


If a nonracial draft constitution were rejected by the 
white electorate in a referendum, for example, this would 
be disastrous. 


The Government would either have to resign, ignore the 
white electorate, or tear up the negotiated constitution. 


But a properly negotiated constitution would almost 
certainly receive support from a nonracial electorate in 
which the white rightwing would be defeated. 


Mandate 


This week Mr de Klerk repeated the Government's 
commitment to a referendum or election to obtain a 
mandate for a future constitution—but did not specify 
who would vote in such a poll. 


He said in Parliament this week that eventually the “voters” 
would have to give a mandate for a new constitution. 


“The NP [National Party] stands by its undertaking over 
a referendum or an election.” 


This contrasts with a speech he made in April—before 
his European tour and before the Umlazi by-election. 


Mr de Klerk said then that the NP’s mandate was to test 
any new constitutional proposals on white voters. 


He said at the time that if any of the other two Houses of 
Parliament or any other group outside of Parliament 
wanted an opinion poll by way of a referendum or other 
means, there would be no objection. 


The NP’s Five-year Plan pubiished before last year’s 
tricameral is unclear on the issue. 
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In the plan the NP commits itself “to put to the elec- 
torate any new constitutional principles before imple- 
mentation, and to submit constitutional changes to Par- 
liament for approval”. 


The meaning of “electorate” is not spelt out in the 
Five-year Plan. 


In Parliament as now constituted, the CP is a minority in 
the white house and therefore could not veto a new 
constitution. 


Associate professor of political science at the University 
of Stellenbosch Pierre du Toit said the Government 
could not afford a white referendum or election, which 
would “lay the table for the CP”. 


He said the risks of a whites-only poll were simply tou 
great. If the Government won, it would be “fantastic”. 


But if it lost it would be “‘disastrous’’. 


The prudent thing, he said, would be to hold a nonracial 
referendum—a nonracial election is not possible in 
terms of the present constitution. 


He proposed that a nonracial referendum would give “all 
the legitimacy in the world” to a negotiated constitution. 


Professor du Toit said referendums were the classic way 
for politicians to win an issue. They could choose the 
time and the question. 


But Rand Afrikaans University political scientist Albert 
Venter believes the Government cannot avoid facing a 
white poll before a new constitution can be adopted. 


“The whites must make the most concessions, therefore 
they must vote on it,” he said. 


University of Cape Town political scientist Dave Chris- 
tianson also believes that if the Nats avoid its white 
constituency before implementing a new constitution, it 
might be seen as “obvious jerrymandering’. 


He said Mr de Klerk had not prepared his white electorate 
for change and would have to do a lot of hard selling. 


Mr de Klerk is resisting the CP’s demand for a white 
election now. 


The CP claims he has no white mandate for unbanning 
the ANC [African National Congress] and talking to 
them before they renounce violence. 


Mr de Klerk says he nas a mandate to negotiate with all who 
are committed to peace, and his talks with the ANC are 
aimed at persuading them to commit themselves to peace. 


The African National Congress and the Pan Africanist 
Congress both insist that the next poll should be a 
one-person-one-vote election to choose a constituent 
assembly which will draw up a new constitution—as 
happened in Namibia. 
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* Max Sisulu on ANC’s Economic Policy 


34000831A Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL 
in English 15 Jun 90 p 48 


[Interview with ANC Economic Department Head Max 
Sisulu by Amarnath Singh: “Getting Down to Business”’] 


[Text] Max Sisulu heads the ANC [African National 
Congress]’s economics fepartment, which is due to set 
up an office in Johannesburg next month. He spoke to 
the FM’s Amarnath Singh. 


[Singh] What does the ANC mean by “restructuring the 
SA [South African] economy”—and could you outline 
practical steps to achieve this? 


[Sisulu] The need to restructure the SA’s economy arises 
out of the fundamental crisis in this economy. It is an 
economy that has been racked by the distortions of the 
apartheid system, problems in the sphere of domestic 
economy and the changing and destabilising interna- 
tional environment. It has not been able to meet the 
needs of a great mass of the pe pple. 


To alleviate poverty and the mass deprivation of the 
black people, the ANC would follow an economic 
Strategy that aims to achieve economic growth through a 
process of increasing equality in the distribution of 
incomes, wealth and economic power. This strategy calls 
for the active restructuring of production and invest- 
ment to meet basic needs, to expand employment, to 
redistribute incomes and to provide social services. 


Furthermore, the restructuring of production would take 
into account the need to transform SA’s international 
economic linkages. The aim would be to increase com- 
petitiveness and develop dynamic linkages with 
domestic industries and markets. 


How would the ANC go about increasing “equality of 
income distribution”? 


Our policy is one of redistribution through growth. This 
means that we want to widen the pool of employed 
labour. To do this we will take steps to stimulate invest- 
ment and, more important, to redirect investment flov. 
from speculative ventures into industrial sectors. Cou- 
pled with this will be the strategy of increasing indirect 
income by enlarging the social security net. 


We would also focus on existing labour practices with a 
view to achieving and maintaining an acceptable living 
wage for all. 


What would breaking up conglomerates entail—scrapping 
holding companies? 


This would entail mo.. than the scrapping of holding 
companies. It requires an assessment of a number of 
factors: the capital structure of companies, the control- 
ling interests and the market; that is, size of company, 
number of players, dumestic, regional and international 
dimensions, strategic contribution to GDP [gross 
domestic product], access and control of finance capital 
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and labour practices. Our policies will be guided by the 
overall economic goals of redistribution through growth. 


Will foreigners invest here if they have to fulfil conditions 
like increase employment and follow “acceptable” union 


practices? 


Foreign investors will invest if it is profitable to do so. In 
many countries, foreign investors participate where they 
have to fulfil stringent wage and labour conditions. Such 
conditions can in fact reduce uncertainty and increase 
stability for foreign investors. 


Would an ANC government subsidise loss-making nation- 
alised enterprises or marginal mines to keep up jobs? 


The ANC’s economic policy would be along cost- 
efficient lines and not on the basis of subsidies to bolster 
bureaucracies. However, we would have to give consid- 
eration to strategic enterprises in which private enter- 
prise is unwilling to invest. But priority will have to be 
given to cost-efficient enterprises. 


The case of mines is rather more complex. Here not only 
domestic market condition: bu: also the international 
market needs to be taken into consideration. Due to the 
volatility and the strategic nature of mining, a set of 
stabilisation mechanisms and policies will need to be put 
in place. These will aim to minimise the :mpact of 
changes in world prices and demand on the domestic 
economy. Such mechanisms could include a stabilisation 
fund, cartels and the formation of a State minerals 
marketing authority. 


Nevertheless, the important criterion in all sectors will 
be long-term cost efficiency. 


How would you “encourage domestic savings “—with high 
interest rates? 


It is a fallacy to think that interest rates are the only 
mechanism available to influence savings. One of the crit- 
ical variables in the saving function is income. Attempts will 
have to be made to increase real disposable income. 


To this end, policies will have to be aimed at decreasing 
inflation, increasing the level of contractual savings and 
other, more innovative, savings mechanisms, like co- 
operative banking structures. In addition, the incidence 
of taxation will need to shift away from the individual 
towards the corporate sector. In recent years, an 
increasing burden of taxation has fallen on individuals 
through indirect taxation. 


How could wage levels on the mines be improved signifi- 
cantly without compromising their viability? 


The ANC would initiate measures to improve wage levels as 
well as the non-wage conditions of mine workers in consul- 
tation with the National Union of Mineworkers. This would 
include rooting out racist labour practices, policing mining 
health and safety, as well as paying attention to the living 
conditions of migrants and their families. 
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These steps would be taken without weakening or making 
less efficient the mining industry. We recognise and will 
seek to enhance the role of the industry as a job creator, 
foreign exchange earner and raw materials supplier. To this 
end, stabilisation policies will be considered. 


How would you control inflation? 


First, we need to establish the cause of inflation. Some of 
the major causes, in my view, are: the reliance of the SA 
economy on imported capital goods with an ever- 
declining rand; the ease with which firms faced with 
escalating costs transfer this burden on to the consumer, 
government's ongoing subsidisation of capital imports as 
evidenced by the large losses on the forward cover book 
and erratic fiscal and monetary policies on the part of 
government. 


Instead of pursuing the much vaunted policy of trim- 
ming State expenditure, our focus would be on redi- 
recting it towards more productive ends. Moreover, we 
would avoid the practice of using borrowings to finance 
current State expenditure. Subsidisation of capital 
imports via the mechanism of the preferential forward 
cover rates will have to be reviewed on the basis of its 
impact on domestic stability. 


In addition, astute monetary policy will be pursued to 
regulate and control the actions of the financial sector, 
rather than the pursuit of arbitrary monetary targets. 


Why should State intervention and economic control 
under the ANC succeed when the East Bloc experience 
evidently shows they fail? 


Any discussion of possible increased involvement by the 
State in the economy is smeared as “socialistic.” Any 
discussion of a mixed economy is similarly smeared as 
“covert socialism.” Though this may be a useful way of 
propagandising against something that one may find 
unacceptable, it is neither correct nor very honest. 


There is a debate—among those who believe that a capitalist 
economy is the only way to go—about the extent to which 
the State should intervene withinthe economy. 


There are some on one extreme who argue that the State 
should have little or no role in the economy and that 
market forces will result in the best possible redistribu- 
tion of resources in society. There are others who argue 
that, though capitalism 's the best economic system, it 
does not make sense to leave everything to market forces 
as the market is very bad at certain things. For this 
reason, they would advocate a capitalist system with a 
high degree of State involvement in the economy. 


State involvement can mean anything from progressive 
taxation to a high level of social services provided by the 
State. The social democratic countries are obvious exam- 
ples of the State intervening through the provision of an 
extensive social security net. I assume you do not regard 
all the social democratic countries as being failures. If so, 
then you do not have a case against all types of State 
intervention in the economy. 
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* Tapir Military Vehicle Described 
90AF0341B Johannesburg ARMED FORCES 
in English Jun 90 pp 20-21 


[Text] This new vehicle joins the existing SAMIL range of 
military vehicles and as it comes into service is bound to be 
found to meet a number of additional requirements. 


The delivery of the first consignment of vehicles was 
completed within two years of the conception of the 
project. When the need for this specific type of vehicle 
was mooted, a small task force was created to study the 
requirements as stipulated by the end-user. The team 
produced on original design and followed through all 
design, production phase and tests in close cooperation 
with the end-users. As the Tapir began to take shape 
innumerable modifications were effected as the end-us -) 
was able to see possible improvements and additions to 
their original concept of what was required. 


Much of the material used in the Tapir has a common- 
ality with that used in the Mfezi armoured ambulance 
which will, no doubt, simplify the logistical support. The 
cab is exceptionally roomy and seats the driver, co-driver 
or commander and three crew members. The turntable 
on the cab roof could carry a variety of weapon systems 
that would be operated by men protected inside the cab. 
The hull, like the Mfezi, is a monocoque construction, 
using armour steel which will provide protection against 
the standard infantry rifles and grenade/sheil splinters. 
An addition to the cab is the fitting to the inside walls of 
a 12 mm thick laminate of chipboard that is covered 
with a carpet-type material. Entrance to the rear plat- 
form is via two doors opening from the cab, while 
communications jacks are provided on the platform as 
part of the comms system. The sides and tail-board of 
the platform ave so designed as to enable them to be 
dropped in sections to provide easy loading and off- 
loading and to meet other specific requirements. 


The vehicle is fitted with a 5 cylinder Atlantic diesel of 
9.510 cm? which produces 138 kW at 2.200 rpm. Tried 
and trusted SAMIL-type front and rear axel assemblies 
are fitted and the power is delivered via an Astas B6-65 
six-speed synchromesh gear box. 


Fuel capacity is 365 litres giving a range in excess of 
1,000 kilometres with an added feature being the two 
water tanks of 150 litres each, fitted unaer the crews’ 
seats in the cab. 


With an all-up weight of 12,175 kg, the vehicle has an 
overall length of 6,780 mm, a width of 2,250 mm, and a 
height of 3,030 mm and a ground clearance of 355 mm. 
With an estimated cost of U.S.$150,000 that would no 
doubt be considerably reduced as production increases 
and when export inducements are considered, the Tapir 
should attract attention from the international market. 
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* Army Chief Discusses Training, Administration 


90AF0341A Johannesburg ARMED FORCES 
in English Jun 90 pp 13, 15-17 


[Interview with Chief of the South African Army Lt Gen 
Georg Meiring SSAS] 


[Text] The South African Army is upgrading its training 
and tightening up its administration to meet the 
demands of the new South Africa, the new Chief of the 
Army, Lt Gen Georg Meiring SSAS, said in an exclusive 
interview with ARMED FORCES JOURNAL. 


Lt Gen Meiring said the upgraded training was essential 
to enable the Army to carry out its normal tasks with 
reduced manpower and a restricted budget. 


In a wide-ranging interview Lt Gen Meiring also referred 
to the important role the Citizen Force will have to play 
in the new Army and emphasised that the effectiveriess 
of the Citizen Force depended largely on the attitude of 
the Citizen Force member to his unit. In this regard the 
unit OC should also do more to instill a sense of pride in 
his unit. 


The Army was also investigating the possibility of intro- 
ducing various competitions to hone the operational 
readiness of its units and soldiers. 


[ARMED FORCES] General, you have recently referred 
in a speech to the new army for the new South Africa. 
Could you clarify what you mean by that? 


[Meiring] In South Africa we are currently in a post-war 
situation. This means a smaller Defence Force and a 
restricted budget. This means we will have to work far more 
efficiently with our resources to ensure that we can still carry 
out our primary task of defending the Republic of South 
Africa against aggression. This implies in turn that we will 
have to pay more attention to the training of our soldiers 
because, as I have indicated, we will have to cope with far 
less soldiers than we have had in the past. You must not 
forget that with the reduction in National Service, we have 
lost nearly 50 percent of our National Servicemen. 


[ARMED FORCES] I notice you keep on referring to 
training. In a recent speech in Bloemfontein, for instance, 
you emphasised the importance of officer training. 


[Meiring]}] Yes, I believe in the last number of years we 
have to an extent neglected what I like to refer to as the 
basics of training. | am afraid many of the basic drills 
have been neglected as a result of the long war and the 
added demands on our manpower resources due to the 
internal unrest. This we have to rectify now. Regarding 
the training of the officers, I pointed out in Bloemfontein 
that we will have to pay much more attention to the 
development of the officer as future commander. With 
the greater destructive power and reach of modern 
weapons and the tremendous mobility brought about by 
modern technology, commanders will not always be able 
to wait for orders from the higher headquarters, but will 
have to rely on their own judgement and abilities. The 
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Germans refer to this as ‘Auftragstaktik’ or mission 
orientated command and control. They used a similar 
philosophy with devastating effectiveness during the 
Second World War. 


[ARMED FORCES] What did you mean by paying 
attention to the basics of training? 


[Meiring] We are first and foremost involved in the 
training of soldiers and we therefore have to concentrate 
on that which will improve the quality of our soldiers. | 
am thinking here of physical fitness, musketry, 
marching, fire and movement, the various drills to 
follow when the enemy fires at you, command and 
control and, most importantly, discipline and self- 
discipline. In this regard | have been looking at the 
success achieved overseas—and especially in Europe— 
through competitions aimed at honing the soldiers’ 
skills. There are, for instance, the Swiss Army March, the 
Rommel Preis, the Canadian Army Tank Trophy—to 
name but a few of the many competitions which are 
aimed at improving the operational readiness of the 
soldier and also command and control. These competi- 
tions also have a team approach where it is not the 
efforts and skills of the individual which secure the prize, 
but the combined results of all the men in the team using 
standard equipment and weapons. | have already 
ordered an inquiry into the suitability of such competi- 
tions for us here in South Africa and am expecting a 
report soon. 


[ARMED FORCES] General, the reduction of the initial 
period of National Service seemed to have prompted a 
number of people to demand an end to conscription. In a 
number of Radio Talkshows numerous callers have asked 
for the scrapping of Nationa! Service in favour of a profes- 
sional, volunteer Defence Force. Your comments. 


{Meiring] I have a problem in answering your question in 
full as a Commission of Inquiry, the Van Loggerenberg 
Commission, is currently looking into the whole ques- 
tion of National Service as well as the defence needs for 
the next decade. | do not want to anticipate their 
findings, but I personally cannot see how we can abolish 
National Service in one form or another—bearing in 
mind the enormous responsibility resting on the Defence 
Force and the relatively limited pool of skilled man- 
power from where we will have to draw our Permanent 
Force volunteers. Furthermore the costs will be prohib- 
itive. The well-known military commentator and writer, 
Helmoed-Romer Heitman, for instance pointed out in a 
recent article that the Army’s personnel budget alone 
would nearly equal the total Defence Force budget. In 
any case 1m st countries in the world have some sort of 
compulsory military service. 


[ARMED FORCES] General, if I read the situation 
correctly, the reduction of National Service will mean 
that the Citizen Force will have to carry a larger portion 
of the defence burden in future. 
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[Meiring] Yes. The Citizen Force will have to augment 
our abilities and will be used for conventional and 
unconventional operational tasks. 


[ARMED FORCES] Are you aware of the dissatisfaction 
in the Citizen Force...? 


[Meiring] Yes. | am aware of complaints in the Citizen 
Force, but I also know that the complaints emanate 
mainly from a relatively small group in the Citizen 
Force. This does not mean that there are no reasons for 
complainir, | am aware of various problems—many of 
which centre around administration. | this regard I wish 
to point out thai the Citizen Force is to a great extent 
what the Citizen Force member makes of it. Many 
members complain that they hold down senior positions 
in commerce and industry and yet have no status in the 
military. You often hear them complaining about being 
“shunted around” by an 18-year-old corporal when they 
control dozens of employees back at their firm. The 
answer is simple. Promotion is available to everyone 
who is prepared to take responsibility and who is pre- 
pared to attend the prescribed promotion courses. The 
same applies to the problems with administration. If you 
are not prepared to assist with the administration, do not 
complain when the unit's administration is not up to 
standard. One does not have to look overseas to see how 
well a Citizen Force unit—or for that matter any part- 
time unit—can operate. There are many of the older, 
traditional units with excellent operational records—and 
also an excellent unit administration. I think a huge 
responsibility rests on the unit OC to ensure that he can 
retain expertise in the unit and this he can only do if he 
can instill a sense of pride in the members of the unit. 


[ARMED FORCES] And what about the Commandos? 


{[Meiring] The Commandos have played an important 
role in maintaining the required military presence in all 
rural and urban areas. [his task they will have to fulfil in 
future also. Luckily, with the de-escalation of the threat 
against South Africa, the burden on the Commando 
members could also be reduced. In the new Army the 
Commandos will remain responsible for area protection, 
defence of home, hearth and the maintenance of a stable 
military presence in South Africa. 


[ARMED FORCES] I have noticed that you have also 
emphasised in your speeches the need for the South 
African Defence Force [SADF] to remain apolitical. 


{Meiring] In all civilised, democratic countries the mili- 
tar, stay out of the political arena. The military's task is 
to uphold the country’s Constitution and to protect that 
country from aggressors. It serves the Government of the 
Day. All these arguments are applicable to South Africa. 
We have, however, additional problems. We have a 
people’s army in the true sense of the word with mem- 
bers representing all shades of the political spectrum— 
from the far left to the far right. We even have party 
officials varying from the far leftwing parties to the far 
rightwing parties in the Citizen Force and in the Com- 
mandos. Furthermore we have members of different 
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racial and population groups in the Defence Force—the 
majority of them in the SA Army. We have so far 
succeeded in welding this diversity of cultures, popula- 
tion groups and also political beliefs into a formidable 
fighting machine. Maybe we should adopt as our motto 
Unity Out of Diversity. 


The SA Army is, and should be a stabilizing force in 
South Africa—it can only be achieved if the army does 
not take sides in party political quarrels. 


[ARMED FORCES] If you look at it this way, then vou 
could also say the SA Defence Force has a unifying effect 
on the country. 


[Meiring] Now that you mention it, yes. We are the only 
organisation in the country that spans the whole political 
spectrum and where everyone cooperates in spite of the 
political and cultural differences. This might even be the 
key to our tremendous successes on the battlefield. 
Through two World Wars, Korea and the long bush war 
in South West Africa and in Angola, the South African 
soldier has impressed friend and foe with his outstanding 
capabilities in the field of combat. 


[ARMED FORCES] General, I am sorry to return to 
politics again, but weapons have been siolen from SADF 
armouries by persons said to have rightwing sympathies. 
Does this not worry you? 


{Meiring] Yes, | am extremely worried about the possi- 
bility that SADF weapons might land in the hands of 
unauthorised persons—be they from the right or from 
the left. I have given instructions for the tightening up of 
security at all arms depots. 


{[ARMt.D FORCES] There have been disturbing reports 
about sADF members being involved in what appears to 
be unlawful activities—I am referring here to the CCB 
[Civil Cooperation Bureau] allegations and also the 
so-called Johannesburg spy ring. 


{Meiring] | am aware of these allegations and | am also 
aware of the uneasy feelings they generate in the Army. 
Unfortunately | cannot comment while the Commis- 
sions—the Harms Commission and the Hiemsira Com- 
mission— are still sitting. | can assure you, however, that 
there will be comment after the reports have been tabled. 


One must also take care no! to indulge in finding people 
guilty even before they appear before a court of law. The 
Commissions are not a court of law. 


[ARMED FORCES] Returning to the Citizen Force 
again, are there any plans to reduce the numbers 
involved in the active Citizen Force units? 


At present many of these units are carrying numbers far 
in excess of their establishment tables. This applies 
especially to the number of officers. I understand that 
this practice is not cost-effective and in addition there 
are no working posts for these people and that at present 
they do little more than wear a uniform—sometimes. 
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[Meiring] | am afraid | cannot really comment on this 
question at the moment. As I have mentioned before, the 
Van Loggerenberg Commission is looking into the com- 
position and size of the South African Defence Force. I 
do not want to anticipate their findings. 


[ARMED FORCES] Will there continue to be two 
National Service intakes for the SA Army a year? 


[Meiring] Yes, in January and July. And to allow us to 
benefit fully from the overlapping effect this will have, 
we would like the intakes to be equal in number. 


[ARMED FORCES] General, at the beginning of our 
interview you spoke about the new Army and the need 
for increased professionalism. Does this also apply to the 
Citizen Force? 


{Meiring] Of course. I have already indicated what an 
important role the Citizen force will play in the Army in 
future. The “how to...”’ is still being investigated. 


[ARMED FORCES] What about a Code of Ethics for the 
soldier—both Permanent Force and part-time? In many 
armies a very stringent code is applied with even a traffic 
offence being seen as a serious matter. 


{Meiring] I would rather refer to it as a Code of Honour. 
For some time there has been talk in the Army about 
such a Code. If you read the interview my predecessor, 
Lt Gen Liebenberg, had with ARMED FORCES about a 
year ago and also read some of his speeches you will note 
that he laid strong emphasis on soldiering being an 
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honourable profession. This is also my view. I feel a 
soldier and especially an officer should be an honourable 
person. Such a person should be scrupulously honest as 
well as courageous and should know the meaning of the 
word honour. In everything he or she does the soldier 
should always act with the highest integrity. Everything 
which could bring dishonour to the South African 
Defence Force should be avoided at all cost. To reply to 
your question, we do not have a Code of Honour in the 
Army yet, but it is being looked into. 


[ARMED FORCES] In conclusion, General, at a recent 
press conference the question was asked why the SADF 
was spending so much money on buying armaments and 
equipment when South Africa was entering what 
appeared to be a phase of peace. Your comments, please. 


[Meiring] As I have pointed out previously in a number 
of speeches, nothing is static in the word of international 
politics. Today's ally is very often tomorrow's enemy. 
The peace treaty or non-aggression pact signed with due 
pomp and ceremony today can be torn up tomorrow. We 
thus have to remain prepared and ready to carry out our 
task of protecting the Republic of South Africa and all its 
people. Due to the long bush war and often ad hoc needs 
we could not fully integrate our weapons systems. Fur- 
thermore some of our equipment is becoming outdated 
and must be replaced to ensure the necessary state of 
readiness. 


[ARMED FORCES] Thank you, General. 


Angola 


Dos Santos's Remarks at Journalists Meeting 


MB2607091990 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1925 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[Text] Luanda, 25/7 (ANGOP) —Angolan President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos said in Luanda on Tuesday [24 
July} that the national news media should not be the 
mouthpiece of those who fight the Angolan state, its 
institutions and leaders. 


Speaking at the opening session of the second Angolan 
Journalists Union, UJA, congress, Eduardo dos Santos 
said: “It doesn’t make any sense to use national news 
media...as a mouthpiece for the veiled attacks made 
from abroad” against the state. 


He reminded that those who, in their criminal actions, 
“fiercely fight with arms in their hands” the Angolan 
state are opposed to the latter's legitimacy, and enjoy the 
sympathy and varied support of countries like the 
United States and South Africa. 


He added: “Newspapers edited by individuals and dis- 
gruntied political forces that have lost privileges deriving 
from exploitation” of the Angolan people during the 
colonial era are also opposed to that legitimacy. 


The Angolan head of state said it was necessary “to 
Strictly distinguish the motives behind the attacks car- 
ried out through the media” by Angola's enemies. 


Accordingly, he urged Angolan journalists “to unmask 
the real intentions (of those enemies) and clearly identify 
the culprits.” 


He noted thai “often silence is the best response to the 
gratuitous provocations and unfounded speculations, 
but there are instances when to keep quiet is to condone 
lies and slander.” 


Therefore, he recommended “that situations, which are 
used as a pretext for the destabilization and slandering of 
the Angolan state as a whole, should be exposed in the 
widest possible (?manner).” 


Deputy Minister Cites ‘Useful’ U.S. Talks 


AB2607213190 Paris AFP in English 2124 GMT 
26 Jul 90 


[Text] Luanda, July 26 (AFP)}—A third round of direct peace 
talks between the Angolan Government and the rebel move- 
ment UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] could take place this month, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Venancio de Moura said after a visit by American 
officials. He told a press conference late Wednesday [25 Jul] 
that talks with the officials from the State Department and 
the Pentagon had been “quite useful.” 


Armed forces chief of staff Franca Ndalo, who is coor- 
dinator for the Angolan negotiating team, said a cease- 
fire was one condition which had to be met before 
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negotiations for an end to the 15-year civil war could 
become more intensive. Insistence on that point has 
been cited as many the apparent reasons for the current 
impasse after two rounds of talks in Portugal in April 
and June. [sentenced as received] Another stumbling- 
block has been the demand by UNITA (National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola) for recognition as 
an Opposition party. 


Minister on Further Talks With UNITA, Goals 


MB2607154290 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] The Angolan government is examining the pro- 
posal sent by Portugal concerning continuation of direct 
contacts with UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] in Portugal. 


Angolan Deputy Foreign Minister Venancio de Moura 
told journalists at a press conference yesterday that as 
soon as it has examined the document, the Angolan 
government will contact Portugal which, as is well 
known, has accorded its good offices in the process of 


bringing peace to Angola. 


The Angolan deputy foreign minister did not however 
put aside the possibility of a third round of talks prob- 
ably this month between the Angolan government and 
UNITA in Portugal, as was the case with the two first 
rounds of talks. 


[Begin De Moura recording] This is how it should be 
because, unfortunately, we [words indistinct] there will 
be agreements to enable us achieve the fundamental 
objective which is peace [words indistinct] second, the 
readiness of the country which is mediating the talks or 
in this case, Portugal which has accorded its good offices. 
However, we do not yet have a fixed date, although we 
are working toward this direction. | think that UNITA ts 
doing the same so that as soon as possible we can set a 
date for the so-calied third meeting. [end recording] 


Venancio de Moura also said that there existed prospects 
to reach an agreement in principle during the forth- 
coming meeting establishing the date of a cease-fire and 
the beginning of more serious negotiations to resolve a 
number of other problems connected with national 
reconstruction. 


[Begin De Moura recording] We are combining serious 
efforts in the hope that the third meeting would achieve 
something positive toward a cease-fire. As a matter of fact, 
this is one of the reasons why we haven't yet been able to set 
a date for another meeting between the two delegations. 
However, our objective is to do all we can so that we can 
achieve principles that would lead us to setting a date for a 
cease-fire. We also hope that UNITA has the same political 
goodwill. After the cease-fire we shall move to other phases 
such as the peace process [words indistinct] it 1s not as easy 
as you may imagine. After the cease-fire, we shall move to 
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other phases [words indistinct] realization of the process to 
consolidate peace in the national territory [words indis- 
tinct]. [end recording] 


Jonas Savimbi on ‘Progress’ in Peace Efforts 


AB2207 140990 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 22 Jul 90 


[Text] The national reconciliation process in Angola is 
on the right track. This, in substance, is what Mr. Jonas 
Savimbi, president of National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA], told the press this 
morning in Abidjan. Mr. Savimbi has just ended a few 
hours’ visit to Ivory Coast. Here is Savimbi's statement: 


[Begin Savimbi recording] | believe we have some good 
news for the Ivorian people, who have always followed 
with concern the civil war in our country. We think we 
are now approaching the end of that war, and it is for this 
reason that | came here to see President Houphouct- 
Boigny and brief him on the situation. 


During the week I was in Morocco, where | met with the 
Angolan Government's secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, who shuttled between us and the Popular Move- 
ment for the Independence of Angola [MPLA]. We made 
considerable progress. Today, only one issue remains to 
be thrashed out—that of mutual recognition, because we 
have recognized the Luanda Government and we have 
also recognized the head of state, and we ask that they 


recognize us as an Opposition group. 


There has been considerable progress, as | said, because 
the Luanda Government now accepts the principle of 
political pluralism. Thus, I think the main obstacle has 
been cleared. Moreover, we have always fought for 
elections in our country. Today, the Luanda Govern- 
ment accepts this. So, we are wailing to see what happens 
in the next few days. When the Portuguese Govern- 
ment’s emissary returns from Luanda, the Luanda Gov- 
ernment has agreed to recogniz. our opposition status, 
and we are going to move toward a cease-fire. We hope 
this will happen in August. | think that before then. 
Africa, and especially you of the press, should make 
every effort so that we may all talk about the peace effort 
and not about guns. This is why I made it a point to make 
this statement to you before my departure for Angola. 
[end recording] 


UNITA Reports 37 Government Soldiers Killed 


AU2707074090 Paris AFP in English 0135 GMT 
27 Jul 90 


[Text] Lisbon, July 27 (AFP)}—UNITA [National Union 
for the Total independence of Angola] rebels on 
Thursday [26 Jul] said they had killed 37 Angolan 
government troops during fighting earlier this week. Ina 
statement released here, the National Union for [the] 
Total Independence of Angola said 25 government sol- 
diers died in an attack Monday in the town of Luena in 
the eastern province of Moxico. 
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Another !2 government troops were killed Tuesday 
when UNITA overran an army post in Brito Godins in 
the northern province of Malanje, the communique said. 
It said the attacks would continue until government 
troops ended “their military offensives which are 
holding back the peace process.” 


MPLA Troops Reportedly Refuse Orders 
MB2607 104090 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 0910 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Jamba, Wed July 25 ............ [dateline as received] 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] soldiers who took part in the recently routed 
large scale MPLA offensive against the key UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
stronghold town of Mavinga in southeast Angola are 
refusing to carryout orders to take part in similar oper- 
ations in other parts of the country. 


Reliable reports say that most of the soldiers, who took part 
in the Mavinga offensive, code-named the “Last Assault” by 
the Luanda authorities, are using every available opportu- 
nity to desert and encouraging others to do likewise. The 
deserters are heading back either to their home villages or 
seeking sanctuary in UNITA-held areas. 


More than a thousand MPLA soldiers and officers died 
during the Mavinga offensive, considered the biggest ever 
military operation by the MPLA regime against UNITA 
since the outbreak of the Angolan civil war 15 years ago. 
Various elite units drawn from different regions of Angola 
had taken part in the Mavinga offensive. 


In recent days, mass troop desertions have been reported 
in various MPLA military units conducting a big mili- 
tary offensive against UNITA in the north of the 
country, including areas on the outskirts of the Angolan 
capital city, Luanda. The desertions are said to be so 
serious that some units are reported to be on the brink of 
disbanding duc to limited manpower. Military observers 
cite war weariness and poor conditions being experi- 
enced by MPLA troops as part of the reasons behind the 
dramatic increase in desertions. 


* First Steps Toward Political Opening Assessed 


YOAFO249A Lishon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
2 Jun 90 pp S0-S1 


[Text] This is the year of the big break,” a member of the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola} Central Committee said in private. This phrase 
sums up in a few words the importance of the decisions 
that the Angolan leaders will make at the Party's Third 
Congress, to be held most likely in July. “The big break,“ 
because by now virtually everybody knows that either 
the MPLA will make democratic concessions with a view 
to ending the war and reorganizing the country, or the 
system itself will no longer be able to tolerate the costs of 
the war and the rampant corruption. 
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In Luanda, in recent times—when people recount the 
“heroic” story of the taking of Mavinga and the march to 
Jamba—already it seems far off. At the cost of an unprece- 
dented military effort—and $800 million—the Luanda 
authorities seemed capable of crushing the enemy and 
negotiating w’-h it the “precise terms they wanted.” 


All of a sudden, the government discovered that it had 
neglected the northern front—UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] managed to 
occupy for six days the second largest town in Cuanza 
Norte (Golungo Alto), and hold a rally at Cacuaco, three 
km from Luanda. But, worse than that, it brought the 
war to the place where it hurt the MPLA leaders the 
most—the capital, which went days without water, and 
then later without electricity. There was pandemonium: 
bombs began to explode in Luanda and the people 
despaired at the tons of rumors that circulated and still 
circulate. The famous “radio mujimbu,” or in other 
words the rumors spread from mouth to mouth, began to 
operate like never before. 


Openings 


It would not be fair, however, to say that there have been 
no changes whatsoever in Angola. The most vehement 
opponents of the regime acknowledge that “Luanda is 
cleaner,” as 2 result of the “import” of Filipinos who are 
collecting the trash, even though you still see overturned 
trash cans throughout the city, and cars abandoned 
because they are in need of repairs. 


Sarcastically stressing this as the main difference, they 
conclude by saying that “there is no abuse of power as there 
was during the time when everybody would grab a gun at 
any time.” This improvement, attributed to the action of 
President Eduardo dos Santos, does not, however, hide the 
fact that there are still political prisoners and people being 
held who have not been charged with a crime. 


The “democratization process,” a cliche used by the 
MPLA, will not, however, encompass everybody. A 
dissident said that the party is viewing this democrati- 
zation with a magnifying glass: “Democracy is of the 
same magnitude as before, but it looks larger, and not 
because of optical illusions, but because of propaganda.” 


Former priest Joaquim Pinto de Andrade, the founder 
and president of the Angolan Civic Association (ACA), 1s 
of the opinion that Eduardo dos Santos “is spineless.” 
“If he had the courage of his convictions,” says the 
long-time dissident of the MPLA, “he would be in an 
ideal position to direct the transition process. With 
courage and with capable advisers helping him, he could 
g0 a long way.” 


The brother of the MPLA’s first president, Mario Pinto de 
Andrade, Joaquim Pinto de Andrade supported Jose Edu- 
ardo dos Santos’ New Year's speech in which the president 
said that independent associations could be established so 
that the approximately 130 Luandan intellectuals and pro- 
fessionals could form the first semilegal opposition move- 
ment. The law legalizing this has not yet been passed, and 
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there 1s no assurance that a position held by the ACA alone 
could become a reality. But ai ‘east, as he said, “this 
represents a crack in the wall.” 


Pinto de Andrade himself confirms the movement of 
expectation that has been triggered by the Third Con- 
gress. “There are going to be changes. The dynamics of 
the congress will ensure that the items approved will go 
even further than the proposals. After the congress. 
nothing will be as it was before.” 


But he has a fear that the talks between the MPLA and 
UNITA “will end up in a negotiation between two 
parties.” For Pinto de Andrade, this would be the worst. 
“The ACA was also founded for the purpose of pre- 
venting a situation of this sort, to show that there is a 
civilian society beyond the armies,” he said, pointing out 
that the elections cannot be held until two years after the 
cease-fire. “This is demagogic. It would be a catastrophe 
and a multiparty system would not be representative.” 


Changes 


The MPLA changed its motto from “vanguard of the 
working class” to “party of all the hard-working people.” 
An official at the Press Center, Anibal de Melo, who 
called my attention to this change. believes that it 1s very 
important and could help nn to avoid repeating the *rrors 
committed by the Eastern European parties. 


He sincerely believes this, because information virtually 
does not exist. Much of the news on the fall of Ceaucescu 
was censured, and some MPLA leaders do not hesitate to 
criticize the way in which the Romanian dictatorship 
was brought down. 


Even for Jose Eduardo dos Santos, the changes in 
Eastern Europe have little to do with Angola. In his 
speeches, the president has remarked that “these parties 
grew apart from the people,” which could be regarded as 
self-criticism, if we look at the tremendous gap between 
the standard of living of the authorities and the Luandan 
bureaucracy and the thousands of starving Angolans in 
the interior of the country. 


Despite the fact that the Soviets have begun demanding 
payment in cash for the arms they provide to FAPLA 
[People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola]. 
despite the fact that the considerable assistance that the 
GDR [gross domestic product] has provided to Angola ts 
no longer forthcoming. and although the return of the 
Cubans was welcomed by most of the people and polit- 
ical leaders, a large number of Angola's leaders refuse to 
acknowledge publicly the failure of their policy. 


The few people in the regime who have come out in favor of 
more or less radical changes in Angolan society, like Huila 
commissioner Lopo do Nascimento, do not escape public 
criticism by government communication agencies, such as 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA. Affer an interview granted to the 
JORNAL in which Lopo do Nascimento defended some 
important ideas, the official Angolan newspaper leveled 
various accusations at him, obviously not forgetting that he 
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was the only MPLA leader to send a message of congratu- 
lations to the ACA when it was established. 


The country does not have statistics of any kind, not on 
inflation, nor on the number of deaths resulting from the 
war (they are estimated at over a million), nor on refugees, 
and the media plays the role of the government's propa- 
ganda agent. The Angolan People’s Television (TPA), for 
instance, broadcasts “slogans” for the only party at nearly 
every break in its programming. Moreover, if you read the 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA carefully, you will find horrifying 
reports on inside pages such as the article published about a 
month ago on the “8,000 children in the Benguela region 
who had left school because they were starving.” The 
number of children enrolled in the schools in that region 
used to be 12,000. 


In the face of a situation of this sort, the best thing to do 
is “to go to the front and forget these tragedies,” an office 
worker living in Luanda told me. And that is what most 
people do. 


Flight 


The only way that people used to be able to advance toa 
comfortable position—getting a government job—is 
now viewed by the smartest people as a headache. On the 
one hand, Commerce Minister Chagas Rangel is 
demanding “greater dynamism and adaptation to a 
market economy system, and on the other, some party 
leaders and the official propaganda are asking people to 
follow the principle of vigilance against the enemy, while 
opponents of the regime distrust anyone who works for 
the MPLA and the government. 


“Nobody wants to take responsibility,” an Angolan 
political observer told me. Even for a management post 
in a UEE (State Economic Unit), a position that used to 
be highly sought after, it is hard to find someone today. 
“The problem,” the same source said, “is that everyone 
is afraid of what will happen when the war is over. In 
iruth, and paradoxically, many people are frightened at 
the thought of peace and are afraid to be working for the 
government and the MPLA when that time comes.” 


The insecurity of the authorities is seen is the wariness of 
all the leaders. With the exception of hard-liners such as 
Lucio Lara or Roberto de Almeida, who publicly call 
members of the ACA traitors or criticize and insult the 
Portuguese president, as Mr. Lara did at a meeting with 
party intellectuals, nobody wants to say anything. 


The infighting within the Politburo is a constant theme 
of “radio mujimbu.” A minister with the prestige of Van 
Dunem “Loy,” minister of foreign affairs, can be forced 
to recant what he had said a few days earlier. This is what 
happened to him when he “deplored the most recent 
positions of UNITA” at a press conference in Luanda. 
These positions were the same ones that, during an 
interview with JORNAL DE ANGOLA a few days 
before, he had personally called “indicative of a greater 
openness” on the part of Savimbi’s movement. 
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This same insecurity is seen when, the president of the 
Republic, the inaccessible Comrade Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, passes along a street in Luanda. Five minutes 
before, all the cars on the street have to stop and park 
along the side of the road. Soldiers armed with machine- 
guns take up positions along the street, until the first 
military vehicles begin to go by. Several minutes later, at 
no less than 120 km an hour, a half-dozen of the latest 
model Mercedes go by, including one sandwiched 
between two others, all of which are preceded by police 
guards on powerful motorcycles. Finally, more combat 
vehicles, with soldiers from the president’s special secu- 
rity force, end the cortege. Ever since some people died 
at one of these “ceremonies” (the victims included a 
Portuguese man), the ritual has been performed to 
perfection. 


‘Angola Is Yours’ 


The only way you can leave Luanda is by plane. Sunday 
drives are to Mussulo, or, at most, to the edge of Cuanza, 
the furthest point to the south where you can go by car. 


In a village near the sea called Buraco, 46 km from the 
capital, we have reached the end of our tour. And this, 
despite the fact that the TAAG shops still display calen- 
dars with pictures of beautiful scenes, as if there were 
avenues, parks, or whatever, except the spirit of adven- 
ture that would bring someone to travel through Angola. 


Next to us, an old man, Ze das Canoas [Ze of the 
Boats]—“Adao Agostinho on the identity card’—told 
one story after another from the past. He was “raised by 
a very good Portuguese,” the “head of the forests” of that 
town (perhaps a forest ranger); he told how he went to 
Luanda on foot to trade fish for flour and rice. One day, 
he recounted, the white man said to him: “] am leaving 
now, and you will stay here. Angola is yours and the man 
in charge now is Comrade Agostinho Neto.” 


Ze das Canoas missed the Portuguese and had no job, so 
he spent his time fishing. Although he was proud of the 
fact that Angola was also his, he did not notice any 
changes. He spoke with the tribal chief, now appointed 
by the MPLA: “‘It is the commissar who tells the oldest 
one to be the chief.” He connected UNITA with the 
Ovimbundos and he knew that the FNLA [National 
Front for the Liberation of Angola] belonged to the 
Bakongos and that the Quimbundos were ruled by the 
MPLA and that there was a war “among all of them.” 
Aside from that, he really did not notice anything that 
was not right. 


After some thought, however, he came up with one thing: 
the fact that he nearly always had to walk 30 km to buy 
supplies with ration tickets. And even so, when he arrived, 
“there was a line that would reach the other coast.” 


* Drought, War Ravage Luanda, Southern Region 


9OAF0299A Lishon O JORNAL ILUSTRADO 
in Portuguese 21-28 Jun 90 pp 17-19 


[Article by Afonso Praca: “Angola, Weary of War”’ 
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[Text] In Angola, people talk of peace as if it were a 
certainty. It is true that the war is everywhere, either 
present, foreseen, or merely imagined. But everyone is 
weary of the war. 


“In the post-war period, everything has to be reformu- 
lated to lure the farmers back.’ These words were heard 
at the Kikuxi Agro-Industrial Perimeter, just a little 
more than 30 km from Luanda, a little way on the other 
side of Viana. The Perimeter is now recognized as an 
enormous failure. People speak openly of the negative 
work that has been done there by Yugoslavs and Koreans 
involved in the cooperative—the installation by the 
former of an irrigation system that is more than out- 
dated; the “discovery” by the latter that a land suitable 
for growing cashew nut trees is also good for fruit and 
vegetable farming. 


This has nothing to do with the war directly, but it has to 
do with political choices which cannot be dissociated 
from the war situation. Now everyone is tired, the war 
has spread (and continues to spread) destruction from 
the north to the south, and the post-war period is thus a 


reality longed for in the short term, by tomorrow if 


possible, although everyone feels that this is impossible. 


"i is not important to try to predict now w hal 1s going to 
happen in the post-war period, but i is importa ii to 
underscore the fact that the idea of peace is rften 
repeaicd that it could easily be used as a «© yan” 
intended for an election or mass campaign.) 4) pic; 
fagitation and propaganda campaign! «vr. mot als 
going out of style in Angola, with pohts:al ianvuagr bev 
transformed and, with it, goals and atyjectss. 


At any rate, it is terrible to hear taik of sac 
Angola—not because of peace itself, ebviousiy, Sut 
because of the war thai underlies that anxiety. Let us 
start with Luanda, which is now a city where no one 
wants to live, in spite of several signs that it is slowly 
reemerging from the ruins, trying to capture a big-city 
rhythm of life. But Luanda is a serious case. Thousands 
and thousands of people who have come from the 
interior fleeing from the war have caused its population 
to surge to two million inhabitants (it had 600,000 in 
1974), underscoring the disorganization, creating 
extremely serious problems of supply, housing, unem- 
ployment, and impoverishment. 


Nowadays in Luanda, people “live” everywhere, even in 
containers, in stairwells, and in the streets. Buildings that 
house small offices in Baixa have been turned into living 
quarters, even though they do not have the necessities for 
such usage, namely a kitchen. And so, entire families, 
and sometimes more than just one family, crowd 
together into tiny spaces and live there heaven knows 
how, waiting for heaven knows what. 


Partying, in Spite of Everything 


In spite of everything, the people of Luanda have not lost 
their sense of humor or their characteristic tendency to 
party. The story goes that, at the height of the great 
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“confusion,” an inhabitant of a building in Baixa 
noticed, one day, that one of the building’s elevators was 
stuck on a floor. He went to see what the problem was 
and found that the elevator was occupied. When he 
called the occupant’s attention to the obvious fact that 
this was an elevator, the occupant calmly answered: 
“This used to be an elevator, comrade. Now it 1s a 
residence.” 


Whether this is merely an anecdote or not, the incident 
clearly illustrates a tragic reality which is overshadowed 
by an uncontrollable desire to party, a word that con- 
tinues to be used with tremendous frequency in the 
vocabulary of Luanda. And especially on weekends, you 
see people considering nightclubs or “boites” (the few 
that are still precariously open) for private houses. Even 
the curfew makes it easier: it serves to justify all-night 
carousing until the wee hours of the morning. 


Where do these people get their strength? In most cases, 
their financial means come from the countless “nigth- 
clubs” that the situation has created, or from the black 
markets that exist everywhere, euphemistically referred 
to as “parallel markets.” But their strength can only 
come from their desire for peace, from their weariness 
with war. 


And the war ts right at Luanda’s doorstep, with incidents 
of sabotage a few dozen kilometers away, ambushes on 
 ‘Jleua Highway, in Dalatando and in Uige, the 
oifee highways” unusable, and insecurity stretching 
uc its tentacles of death. 


the Other War 


iraveling to the south, Lubango is an oasis. The war 
passed through here also, but traces of it have been all 
but wiped out. And the city of Lubango (which used to be 
called Sa da Bandeira) shows clear signs of recovery. 


There are serious problems, and lots of them. Here too, 
the war has caused a flight to the city, with the conse- 
quent interruption in agricultural production. Then the 
lack of rain of the last few years has transformed the 
region into a disaster zone. A local government leader 
noted: “The drought is a problem to which Angola did 
not contribute. It 1s a public problem like an earthquake, 
and for that reason, it requires international aid.” 


Man-made lakes have dried up like a desert. There are 
cases where it is difficult to determine that there was ever 
water there. But in order to give an example of the 
damage that has been caused by this other war in Angola, 
let it be said that in the second half of last year, nearly 
100,000 head of cattle died as a result of the drought in 
the province of Lubango. 


The scourge of drought has afflicted the whole southern 
part of the country. In addition to Lubango, it has had a 
particularly drastic effect on the province of Cunene. But 
here, the situation 1s even more serious. Suffice it to say 
that, for an animal population estimated at three million 
goats and 1.5 million head of cattle, there was not a 
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single veterinarian here between 1981 and 1987. Now 
there are two veterinarians, but in an essentially agricul- 
tural and cattle-raising region, there was still no agrono- 
mist up until a short time ago. 


This is understandable. The province of Cunene has 
been one of the ones most devastated by the two wars— 
first, the one brought by the South Africans and UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola], 
and then the one brought by the drought. The capital of 
the province itself, Ondjiva (which used to be known as 
Pereira de Eca) is still today a picture of destruction. 
They left no stone standing. 


A Highway Massacre 


The highway from Lubango to Cunene is a 300 km-long 
massacre, especially starting from Cahama, where a 
monument, with an inscription in Portuguese and 
Spanish (“To the heroic defenders of Cahama’’) recalls 
the violent combats carried out by the advancing South 
African troops. 


The invasion of the region began in August 1981. The South 
Africans entered through Ondjiva and bombed every- 
thing—towns, farms, military columns, civilian vehicles, 
and bridges, among which was the bridge over the Cunene 
River in Xangongo (which was formerly known as Rocadas). 
Then UNITA advanced and looted and destroyed every- 
thing else, but there are also those who claim that the South 
Africans also looted, showing a special preference for the 
cows that they carried off to Namibia. 


The Soft Africans’ objective was to advance as far as 
Lubango, which their airplanes could just barely reach. 
The motorized columns were stopped at Cahama by 
forces made up of soldiers from FAPLA [People’s Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola], and from SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization], and 
Cubans. Reminders of their presence here are not always 
positive: Monuments, inscriptions, posters, and bill- 
boards are the only visible signs that they were here. 


The most heavily damaged regions along this war route 
are Cahama, Xangongo, Mongua, and Ondjiva. The first 
three have already been partially rebuilt, but rebuilding 
here means merely doing whatever reconstruction is 
possible in a situation where almost everything is still 
unavailable. 


Ondjiva, the provincial capital, had a hospital, a bank, a 
movie theater, a lot of businesses, and schools. It was 
destroyed. South Africa’s airplanes did not spare any- 
thing—not even the church and the hospital. Still, it did 
spare the lepers’ hospital on the outskirts of the city. It 
was in this region, between Xangongo and Mongua more 
specifically, that UNITA captured the then-archbishop 
of Lubango, D. Alexandre do Nascimento, who is now 
the cardinal of Luanda. 


Ondjiva belongs to the municipality of Cuanhama 
(2,250 sq km, in a province with 87,000). Before the 
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invasion, the municipality had nearly 120,000 inhabit- 
ants, and today, it probably has half that many. The 
population of Ondjiva, which used to be 20,000 inhab- 
itants, is now approximately 2,000. 


The main economic activities of the province are cutting 
wood and raising cattle. The war has reduced wood 
cutting to a minimum. The drought has decimated the 
crttle, killing nearly 400,000 head (out of a total esti- 
mated at 1.5 million), through the end of last year. 


Place of Social Contact 


In this context, it is unnecessary to say that another 
scourge has fallen upon this martyred land: starvation. In 
order to face up to it, farmers are running to Namibia 
where they are turning the only assets they have left— 
their cows—into money. It was recently admitted that, 
on the average, 100 head of cattle per day were being 
traded there for food. 


At any rate traveling through these parts is frequent 
now, but no one ventures too far, and much less at night. 
At least from Cahama on, the ghosts of the South 
Africans and UNITA still haunts the land. Everybody 
refers to it with apparent abandon. So much so that a 
soldier from FAPLA, at one of the innumerable control 
posts that one finds along the highway, was about to ask 
in an unpleasant tone of voice and with a broad grin, 
after identifying the official jeep: “Who goes there, 
someone from UNITA?” 


It was not someone from UNITA, obviously, but it could 
have been, which did not do any good either. As a 
precaution, however, a guard was posted at the building 
we slept in in Xangongo. Furthermore, the city had been 
named temporarily the capital of the province because of 
the circumstances. Life here is hard, but in Ondjiva it 
would be much worse. There is no electricity, no water, 
and no telephone. But we are going to find a restaurant 
(bar-restaurant-nightclub, to accomplish all the writing) 
which they have named Olupale (a word from a local 
dialect which means “place of social contact”), a big 
dance hall decorated only with portraits of Michael 
Jackson and Tina Turner painted by a primitive artist, 
and where it is even possible to dance to the beat of the 
music of Bonga. 


“Hey, wait a minute! What is this? Doesn't Bonga belong 
to UNITA?” asks this reporter with great curiosity. And 
the answer is shot back immediately from the mouth of 
someone who is weary of war: “Here, regarding politics, 
we are on the side of Angolan music.” 


Botswana 


* Arab Bank Loan Agreements Concluded 


34000698B Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
30 May 90 p 1 


[Text] Botswana and the Arab Bank for Economic 
Development in Africa (BADEA) signed two loan agree- 
ments last week for about P31 million. 
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According to a press release from the Ministry of 
Finance and Development Planning, dated Friday 25 
May, Mr Oaitse Mapitse signed on behalf of the 
Botswana Government whilst Mr Ahmed Abdullah El 
Akeil signed on behalf of BADEA. 


The first loan amounting to about P12 million is to meet 
part of the costs of constructing the Gweta-Maun section 
of the Nata-Maun road and the loan is repayable in 18 
years including a grace period of 4 years at an interest 
rate of 5 percent. 


The reservoir project includes the Boro River improvement 
works and the construction of river control structures at 
Matlapeng, Samedupi and Toteng, says the release. 


It further states that the project is intended to improve 
the security of water supply to Maun village and that the 
other beneficiaries of the project will be Molapo farmers, 
commercial irrigation farmers, Orapa mine, Lake Ngami 
and other riparian users of the Boteti river. 


The project is at the tendering stage and construction is 
expected to commence at the beginning of 1991 and to 
be completed by the end of 1992. 


BADEA and Botswana have cooperated in the financing 
of the project since 1974 and to date BADEA’s commit- 
ments to Botswana amount to about P107 million, says 
the release. 


Projects which have benefitted from BADEA financing 
include the Morupule Power Station project, Sir Seretse 
Khama Airport, feeder roads project and technical assis- 
tance to the Roads Department. 


The government has submitted a number of projects for 
possible future funding either in the form of loans or 
grants, the release states. 


* Petro Canada in Joint Petroleum Prospecting 


34000689C Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
12 Jun 90 p 3 


[Article by Mpho Maine: “Preliminary Search for Petro- 
leum Announced”] 


[Excerpt] Ghanzi residents were last week told that the 
first preliminary stage in search of petroleum has begun 
with a deep test borehole drilled in the Mosetlheng Pan 
in Kgalagadi as part of a joint project between the 
Botswana Government and Petro Canada International 
Assistance Corporation. 


President Masire made this announcement in a kgotla 
meeting and stated that drilling has gone to a total depth 
of 4,007 metres. He said it is hoped that this will confirm 
some of the conditions necessary for continuing detailed 
exploration. 


Drilling, he said, was completed this April, an activity he 
described as new and exciting in mineral prospecting. 
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Dr Masire also outlined the amount of money spent in 
search of new diamond deposits, precious metals and 
base metals. Citing other mining operations in place, 
President Masire said the Morupule Colliery continued 
to meet coal demands for the Botswana Power Corpora- 
tion, adding that BCL and other local consumers are 
supplied from it. He said the Sua project is also to meet 
its demands for such mining industries. Explaining the 
vital importance of the mining sector, Dr Masire said it 
provides employment and income generating opportuni- 
ties. [passage omitted] 


* Mineral Resources Minister Back From USSR 


34000698A Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
15 Jun 90 p 3 


[Text] The Minister of Mineral Resources and Water 
Affairs, Mr Archie Mogwe, accompanied by senior offi- 
cials from his ministry, returned recently from the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) where he was on a 
visit from 3 to 10 June. 


According to a press release from the Ministry of Mineral 
Resources and Water Affairs, the minister arrived in 
Moscow on 3 June from Arusha, Tanzania, where he 
attended the annual Southern African Development Coor- 
dination Conference (SADCC) mining ministers’ meeting. 


He visited Moscow at the invitation of his colleague, Mr 
Valery Rudakov, chief of the Diamond and Gold Organ- 
isation (Glavalmazzoloto) prospecting and mining pre- 
cious metals and tin. 


From 4 to 6 June, the delegation held talks with Glaval- 
mazzoloto, ministries of Geology, Agriculture and Water 
Affairs and they also visited the diamond cutting and 
polishing factory and Industrial Diamond Research 
Institute before proceeding to the diamond mines in 
Yakutia in Siberia. 


On 7 June, Mr Mogwe and his delegation toured the 
diamond mines at Udachny where four kimberlite pipes 
are mined. In Yakutia they visited Mirny Kimberlite 
fields and also held talks with management of Yuku- 
talmaz Association where possible areas of cooperation 
were identified. 


The delegation flew back to Moscow on 9 June, where 
they held further discussions with Glavalmazzoloto of 
USSR. The discussions ended with the signing of a 
memorandum. 


* Mineral Sector Shows Impressive Growth 


34000698D Gaborone BOTSWANA GUARDIAN- 
BUSINESS 
NEWS in English 1 Jun 90 p 15 


[Text] Botswana’s mineral sector grew by 16.6 percent in 
real terms in 1988/89 compared with 4.5 percent in 
1987/88, the highest since the boost to production pro- 
vided by the new Jwaneng Mine in 1982. 
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According to the 1989 annual report for Bank of 
Botswana, production of uncut diamonds rose from 13.9 
million carats in 1987/88 to 17.7 million carats in 
1988/89 in volume terms because of technical problems 
and the recovery of low grade ore, although in value 
terms it grew as prices for these metals rose. 


However, since the beginning of the third quarter of 
1989 there has been a decline in the export contribution 
of this sector as one qualities have deteriorated. But the 
situation is likely to change with the opening of the new 
Sikirk copper/nickel mine near Francistown. The pros- 
pects for new mines in that area are being investigated. 
The production of coal rose to 637 thousand tonnes is 
1988/89, up from 605 thousand tonnes in 1987/88. 


The on-going development at Sua Pan for soda ash 
production will bring increased demand for coal from 
Morupule Colliery. This, in turn, is expected to increase 
the demand for coal by 25 percent to | million tonnes. 


Mauritius 


* Soobiah Trial; Banks Said Linked to Drugs 


YOAF0325A4 Port-Louis WEEK-END in French 
I Jul 90 p4 


{Article by London correspondent, Rama Valayden: 
“The Soobiah Couple Trial; Possibility of Suspended 
Sentence Because of Their Age”; first paragraph is 
WEEK-END introduction; passages between slantlines 
published in English] 


[Text] Nigel Seobiah is said to have had contacts with 
Colombian godfathers. According to a British customs 
official, the banking system is directly connected with 
drug traffic. 


If the jury in London South Court finds Soo and Muriel! 
Soobiah guilty of laundering drug money, they may get a 
/suspended prison sentence/. This is what our London 
correspondent, Rama Valayden, learned yesterday from 
sources close to the prosecution. Such a sentence might 
be pronounced, it seems, because of the relatively 
advanced age of the two defendants. 


It 1s also known that the jury will definitely deliver its 
verdict in the Soobiah couple case Wednesday afiter- 
noon, afte the /summing up/ of the attorneys for the two 
parties. According to observers in London, if the jury 
finds the two defendants guilty, Judge Rucker might ask 
the competent departments to provide a /probation 
report/, a /social report/, and a /medical report/, in view 
of the defendants’ age. 


The defendants would then be sentenced in three weeks and, 
depending on the content of these reports, they might be 
give the benefit of a /suspended prison sentence/. 


In addition, an /undercover agent/ of the U.S. /Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)/, who asked not to be 
identified, told our correspondent that Nigel, the 
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Soobiah’s son, might be sentenced to i0 years in jail if he 
is found guilty. According to the agent, who iavestigated 
the case, Nigel Soobiah had established contacts with the 
Medellin cartel, based in Colombia, which controls 
cocaine exports to the United States. 


The U.S. agent. who at first believed that Mauritius was 
a Swiss canton, said he wished our country would 
become more active in the fight against drug. 


When asked whether there might be a link between the Nigel 
Soobiah case and the Amsterdam case, the FBI /undercover 
agent/ explained that there were /big differences’ between 
both cases as far as the /airliners. travel agents, passengers 
and messengers/ involved were concerned. 


“/If you want to be Woodward/" (Editor's note: one of 
the WASHINGTON POST journalists who started the 
Watergate affair), “/then computerize everything. You 
will see patterns emerging/.” he indicated. When asked 
why he did not disclose these /patterns/ in Court, he 
answered: “/Your country 1s a democratic one. It’s only 
certain individuals that have beaten the system. There 
exist a chronological pattern./~ 


In addition, an official ° British /Customs and Excise 
Service/, who also askea not to be identified, told our 
corresponden' that the United Nations should set up a 
worldwide drug investigation commission. “/The banking 
system is intricately linked with the drug problem. How 
many banks are there in Mauritius? Who control them? 
Who control the controllers?/” According to the customs 
official, all these questions are worth asking... 


The inviolability of diplomatic bags. under the Vienna 
Convention, is in need of a thorough revision, the 
official said. “/Don't quote my name, but if we say that 
a friendly government has something to hide on drugs 
issues, the Foreign Office will bite our head off'/", was 
another thing he wished to say. 


Namibia 


Nujoma, Botswana’‘s "vlasire Issue Joint Communique 


MB2607191490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
ISS9GMT 26 Jul 90 


[Text] Windhoek July 26 SAPA—President Quett 
Masire of Botswana and President Sam Nujoma of 
Namibia have expressed grave concern at the escalation 
of violence in South Africa and called for restraint so as 
not to undermine the prospects for peace. 


In a joint communique issued in Windhoek on Thursday 
[26 Jul], they said they were encouraged by the steps 
taken by President F.W. de Klerk in releasing political 
prisoners, including ANC [African National Congress] 
deputy president, Nelson Mandela, and by the dialogue 
between the South African government and the ANC. 


“However, the two presidents expressed grave concern at 
the escalation of violence in South Africa and called for 
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restraint by all parties, especially the South African 
Government, lest the prospects for a peaceful solution be 
undermined,” the communique read. 


President Masire is on a four-day state visit to Namibia. 


With regard to Angola, the two leaders appealed to all 
parties “directly or indirectly involved in the conflict” to 
refrain from acts that might jeopardise the promising nego- 
tiations between the Angolan government and the UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
rebel movement on ending the civil war in that country. 


Both men expressed concern about the continued suf- 
fering in Mozambique and praised that government for 
its initiative to engage in negotiations with Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] to end the conflict. 


Dr. Masire and Mr. Nujoma reaffirmed the commitment 
of their governments “to the peaceful resolution of 
disputes and conflicts where ever they occur.” 


They also pledged their support for the recommenda- 
tions of the OAU summit meeting regarding the elimi- 
nation of all conflicts in Africa and the urgent need to 
revitalise African economies. 


The communique said that while it was too early to 
comment on the recent developments in Eastern Europe, 
the proposed single European Market in 1992 and the 
reunification of Germany, they were concerned about 
“the apparent trend towrds more hostile economic envi- 
ronment for developing countries, which could lead to 
further marginalisation of Africa.” 


* Unemployment, Social Ills Hamper Development 


90AFO303A Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 7 Jun 90 p 15 


{Article by Brigitte Kols: “Unemployment Plagues 
Africa’s Newest Country”] 


[Text] Blood seeps into the soil, which is full of all sorts 
of refuse. The goat stops twitching. Two young men skin 
it. The next victim is already lying on the ground, its feet 
chained, its neck outstretched to watch the proceedings 
before it suffers the same fate. It is the weekend in 
Katutura, Windhoek’s black township, and in the 
“Single Quarter,” the “wild area” of the township orig- 
inally intended for men only, women, children, prosti- 
tutes, and merchants all crowd in. Gamblers wave 50- 
rand notes around as if they were not a major portion of 
their monthly income—assuming they have any income 
at all. 


Namibia’s freedom is still young. Independence for 
Africa’s last colony is still counted in weeks. Traces of 
rapid change are rare. They still sit along the roadsides, 
young men, waiting for a job that will get them through 
the day. Along the same streets, placards promise a 
better life. Black children make a fist and, as they do so, 
they pull a white girl into their midst. “Our free 
Namibia!” the motto on the new national flag proclaims 
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along the top, with the sun in its upper corner. When it 
was first raised in the stadium at Windhoek on 2! March 
of this year, all Namibians, regardless of their skin color, 
were convinced “that it is the most beautiful one in the 
whole world,” as one German-speaking inhabitant of the 
cuuntry gushed. 


Many people find beautiful words for Africa’s youngest 
state these days. Thus, the Nigerian, Edmund Omotoso, 
one of the representatives of the United Nations’ devel- 
opmental programs (UNDP) in Namibia, spends an 
hour in the presence of journalists going into the details 
of the mighty problems that confront the young nation, 
but then he closes with the poetic sentence: “Namibia 
has the opportunity to become a shining star in the 
cosmos of Africa.” A UN conference of donor countries 
in New York in mid-June could be decisive in deter- 
mining how great this opportunity really is. Namibia ts 
already sitting in a financial bind, in that it had to start 
out on its path to freedom with a budgetary deficit of 500 
million rands and an 800-million rand debt to South 
Africa, the former colonial power. That is little leeway to 
realize dreams, certainly not enough to amortize the 
mortgages of apartheid and the colonial system quickly: 
an unjust distribution of poverty and wealth, land, 
medical care, but also education—along the lines of 
racial demarcation, and a marked economic dependence 
upon South Africa. 


Ben Amathila, the Minister of Trade, is not operating 
under any illusions: ““‘We have achieved political inde- 
pendence, but the struggle for economic independence 
will be long and hard” This is all the more the case 
because Namibia’s independence comes “20 years too 
late” to be able to “skim off much cream” from the 
international community, as a German expert put it. 
“For historical reasons,” the Federal Republic stepped 
in with 100 million marks, thus assuming a major role. 
Members of the new government in Windhoek doubt 
that, in light of the problems associated with German 
reunification, such large sums will continue to be forth- 
coming from Bonn. “Negative effects” of developments 
in the East Bloc are predicted by Minister of Information 
Mr. Hidipo Hamutenya. He says, for example, that 
Poland is more important for the United States. Wash- 
ington has even promised the new government in Nica- 
ragua 100 million dollars, but only 10 to Namibia. 
Hamutenya said: “if you compare the two, it tells a 
story.” 


Axel Halbach, Coordinator of a broad study by the 
Munich-based Ifo Institute for economic research at the 
behest of Bonn’s Minisiry of Developmental Aid, comes 
to the conclusion that Namibia will be spared the feared 
inundation of developmental aid. Rather, it runs the 
greater risk of being forgotten quickly after indepen- 
dence, especially in light of the fact that given a per 
capita income of $1200, it counts as one of the “richest 
countries” in Africa south of the Sahara. That figure is 
misleading; a great deal of inequality is hidden behind it. 
It is the five percent of the whites who can count on an 
annual income of approximately $14,000, whereas 
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another 40 percent of the Namibians earn no more than 
$670, and the majority, 55 percent (mostly black) subsist 
on no more than $63. 


Watuza’s smile is as faint as his voice. He studied 
electronics in the Federal Republic, in Hamburg and 
Cologne. Just a few months ago, he came home to 
Katutura. The diploma he brought along has remained 
just another piece of paper, because thus far, he has 
found no work with it. Some 40,000 people have 
returned from exile all over the world in the hope of 
earning the wages of freedom. Many are now standing in 
line for work at the various Ministries and Authorities. 
But their chances are poor, because the ranks of the civil 
service are already sufficiently inflated with more than 
50,000 employees (the South Africans maintained a 
system of 11 different, ethnically distinct administra- 
tions) in a country of only 1.7 million inhabitants. 


Watuza points to the children who patrol the streets of 
Katutura looking for bottles to turn in for the deposit, as 
if this alone said enough about the chances for the future. 
Katutura, whose name means “No place to stay,” has, in 
recent months, attracted streams of refugees of another 
sort, particularly from the former war zone, Ovam- 
boland in the North. The bush war against South Africa, 
which lasted for 23 years, brought death to the people 
there and (absurdly enough), life as well. In any case, 
some of the soldiers’ and policemen’s wages that found 
their way to that area remained there—for example, in 
the innumerable dives and bars along the main road in 
the far North. For a brief period following the with- 
drawal of the South Africans, the UN observers of 
independence were able to fill the gap, but now, this 
source of income has dried up as well. 


In the past nine months, Gerhard Toetmeyer, the Ger- 
man-speaking director of the “Institute for Social and 
Economic Studies” in Windhoek, knows that the popu- 
lation living in the capital has increased by 50,000. 
Experts believe that by the end of the year, it will have 
doubled. Even now, however, unemployment in the 
township has climbed to over 50 percent. Throughout 
Namibia, unemployment stands at 40 percent. That is 
enough social explosive for the new state and a serious 
threat to the ambitious goal of President Sam Nujoma to 
make Namibia “Africa’s first success story.” It is true 
that as of the present, there are still no slums in Katutura 
on the scale one encounters in Nairobi, “just individual 
shanties,’ miserable huts. But many of the families who 
have a roof over their heads use the rooms in shifts: one 
shift works while the other sleeps, and vice versa. 


Watuza, whose wife and children still live in Germany, 
does not live in a slum, but rather in his brother's 
comfortable house. The expensive stereo system is an 
eye-catcher the moment one enters the room. The 
enlargement of a photo taken in the French Alps serves 
as a wail decoration. For the 35-year-old electronics 
engineer, who worked in the production of the German 
television series “Black Forest Clinic,” this will be only a 
temporary home, he still hopes. “We, who have returned 
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from exile, want money, we want work. Our expectations 
are so high that they can hardly be fulfilled,” he confesses 
in nearly flawless German. The only job that was offered 
him for a meager 550 rands (“as a washerwoman the 
salary here is 60°), which he proudly turned down. He 
said he had to feed his family and his parents, “fill the 
void of 10 years when | was away studying.” How are his 
mother and father to understand that after such a long 
time, he returns with empty hands. Nevertheless, he has 
something that has been denied the majority of black 
Namibians: education. Some 60 percent of his coun- 
trymen are illiterate. 


If the government does not succeed in creating stability, 
Prof. Toetemeyer sees a bleak fuiure ahead one of 
“social and political unrest” that will come in three years 
at the latest. Many of the young blacks are agitated about 
the concept of reconciliation that the SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] regime is propa- 
gating, because it even includes those who were faithful 
servants of the old South African regime and continue to 
fill posts in ministries, administrations, and authorities. 
Moses Garoeb, chairman of ihe governing SWAPO party 
is angered by the soft line: “We did not fight to maintain 
the status quo.” He says reconciliation has “gone too 
far” if SWAPO now “crept like a dog” in the presence of 
the representatives of the old regime. 


Minister of Mines Andimba Toivo ya Toivo, who spent 
many years on Robben Island, in South African cap- 
tivity, fears administrative paralysis if the old officials 
were fired now. His assertion has a somewhat disarming 
effect: “Many SWAPO members do not agree with our 
policies of reconciliation, particularly those who were in 
exile. But even people such as those who fought for South 
Africa are Namibians. We cannot throw them into the 
sea. We must teach this point to our people.” After 
independence, most expected “everything to fall like 
manna from Heaven, but that didn’t happen,” this man, 
who is over 70, said in reproach. 


That is particularly so in the case of jobs. The new regime 
wants to give unemployment “top priority,’ promised Pres- 
ident Sam Nujoma at a moderately well-attended May Day 
celebration. Professor Fanuel Tjingaete, who studied in 
Berlin and is today Dean of the Faculty of Economics at the 
University of Windhoek, considers the unemployment 
figure to be of a magnitude that Namibia can still cope with. 
The potential, he thinks “to set things in motion is there, if 
the politicians remain reasonable.” 


Mining, agriculture, and fisheries are the three legs on 
which Namibia's economy stands. The smallest number, 
3.7 percent are employed in mining, which is controlled 
by foreign concerns, the greatest number, 70 percent live 
from, and work in, agriculture. The government wants to 
invest in this area as a matter of top priority. “Kavango, 
Caprivi, and Ovambo are capable of producing enough 
food to meet the needs of our people.” said Vice Minister 
of Agriculture, Kaire Mbuende. In future, no unslaugh- 
tered cattle should leave the country in the direction of 
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South Africa, and now Namibia will can and ice down 
the fish, which have been plundered by the fleets of 14 
nations for years. 


Far out in the wilderness, beyond the old German 
facades of Luederitz, in the townships of Benguela and 
Nautilus, where tourists hardly ever stray, poverty and 
unemployment are in evidence. Many blacks do not even 
have a roof over their heads. It is not rare for 15 
contracted or seasonal laborers to live in a room. Ragged 
children and adults—a rare sight in Namibia, can be seen 
on the roads. The unemployment rate is 60 percent or 
higher. SWAPO women recently opened a soup kitchen 
to help the neediest cases of hunger, says 29-year-old 
Secretary of Education of the Union for the Foodstuffs 
Industry Magdalee Ippnje. Her union brought about a 
marked improvement in the wages of the lobster fish- 
erman by means of a strike two years ago. 


The town and the townships were always dependent on 
the catch of fish and lobsters, but they also depended 
upon the South African mining giant, CDM [Consoli- 
dated Diamond Mines (Proprietary) Limited] . which 
seeks its yield of diamonds in a gigantic restricted area. 
Just entering this area is forbidden to the people of 
Luederitz, even now. They are not favorably disposed 
toward CDM, and CDM’s management began to relo- 
cate to diamond-rich Oranjemund, and that was the 
death knell for the harbor as a transfer point for large 
diamonds and that, in turn, marked the decline of the 
town. Luederitz also lost its fishery licenses for sardines 
and whitefish to the harbor Whale Bay, which had been 
rejuvenated by the South Africans. The exodus of people 
began and it led to great debts, and in 1978, to a 
withdrawal of the right to self-government. 


The place that was the germ-cell of German colonialism, 
seemed well on its way to becoming a ghost-town, like the 
nearby abandoned gold-mining town, Kolmannshop. 
Recently, however, the people of Luederitz have been 
looking toward the future with some degree of hope. Shortly 
before independence, CDM rediscovered an old mine near 
Elizabeth Bay, and it wants to create 350 new jobs there. 
The Spanish fishing concern, Pescanova, the largest in West 
Europe, wants to open a fish factory together with the South 
Africans that would open up 500 jobs. 


The stars are shining brightly over the former residence 
of the South African Administrator General in Wind- 
hoek. President Sam Nujoma invited the movers and 
shakers in Namibian politics to a reception in the 
garden. There, the well-known white architect chatted 
with the Minister of Trade, Ben Amathila, the German- 
speaking Vice Minister of Transportation, Klaus Dierks, 
with Prime Minister Hage Geingob, who appeared in 
long, West African native dress. He finds a great deal of 
enthusiasm here for his declaration before the United 
Nations in New York, that Namibia did not want to be 
buried in an avalanche of foreign aid. “We want assis- 
tance that will create a base that will remain long after 
the foreign givers of aid have left,” he said. The interna- 
tional community as “‘midwife in attendance at 
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Namibia's birth” should now help the cquntry grow to 
maturity. The glasses are filled with South African wine. 
Nujoma is happy in his toast “that we can celebrate here, 
where the colonial masters once did.” It seems that 
moving into their house was easy, even though in the 
cases of some ministries, the masters even took the 
chairs with them. Shaking off their heritage will take 
more strength. At the community center in Katutura, a 
poem adorns the wall: “Now that the Namib sings and 
the child’s tears are wiped away in Katutura, who will see 
to it that the fire keeps burning?” 


Zambia 


* Kuanda Considers Elections for Some Positions 


YOAF03424 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
14 Jun 90 pl 


[Excerpt] President Kaunda yesterday hinted that some 
positions in the leadership currently held by appointees 
could become elective to further democraticise the one- 
party system should the forthcoming referendum retain it. 


Cde Kaunda said should people decide to maintain the 
one-party system, some Party posts will become elective 
to strengthen the one party participatory democracy. 


The President was officially opening the tenth Western 
Province Party conference in Mongu. 


He said he had received numerous reports from all over 
the country expressing anger over holding the refer- 
endum in response to sentiments from some multi-party 
advocates. 


Recently, the President said posts of district governors 
could become elective but advised people against 
choosing candidates prone to tribalism should the time 
come for elections at this level. 


Much as he appreciated the people’s anger, he said he 
could not reverse the National Council decision to hold 
the referendum. 


Digressing from his written opening speech to the Party 
conference, Cde Kaunda said the referendum would be 
the only best way to make their anger meaningful. 


He warned that should the referendum decide in favour 
of the one-party system, he would not “allow any more 
nonsense On multi-party” from its advocates. 


He asked leaders to urge people to let their anger over the 
referendum subside and decide through the polls to 
satisfy the multi-party defenders. 


In his address the President also said the Party ““machin- 
ery’ and administration at the local level would be fused 
into one entity to make district councils more efficient. 


The two organs were now being restructured to rid the 
system of inertia. 
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“In their efforts to make district councils more respon- 
sive to the aspirations of the people, the Party and its 
Government has taken further initiatives to restructure 
the whole local administration. 


“Presently the Party machinery and the administration 
at local level operate independently of each other, but 
with the proposed restructuring these two important 
organs will be integrated into one entity,” he told the 
conference held at Namushakende. 


Cde Kaunda hoped the shared responsibility would 
make easier the administration of the district councils. 


The objectives of decentralisation, which was designed 
to take “power te the people” were slowed down because 
of lack of initiative, inadequate funding leading to dis- 
trict councils’ dependence on Government and absence 
of qualified manpower. 


“It is therefore important that district councils are equipped 
with qualified and effective financial administrations able 
to plan and coordinate the activities of the district councils 
to forecast how the financial resources will be acquired and 
utilised in a most productive manner.” 


Councils would only operate efficiently and be able to 
generate revenue and render services if this measure 
were taken. 


He stressed the need for district councils to generate 
their own funds but this would largely depend on the 
necessary raw materials “and appropriate means of 
production.” 


Cde Kaunda urged the province to continue to exploit its 
enormous potential for agriculture. [passage omitted] 


* State Companies Open to Private Investment 


90AF0342B Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
29 May 90 p I 


{Article by Charles Kachikoti] 


[Text] The State is to sell nearly half of its shares in public 
enterprises to the public under a “parastatal reform pro- 
gramme” which marks a major economic policy shift, 
President Kaunda announced in Lusaka yesterday. 


He told hundreds of delegates to the two-day fifth extraor- 
dinary UNIP [United National Independence Party] 
National Council at Mulungushi International Conference 
Centre that the public would “initially” be offered up to 40 
and 49 percent of shares in public enterprises in the first and 
second categories, respectively. 
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In the first category the State enterprises in the scheme 
listed under “public utilities and social service enter- 
prises” are: Zambia Railways, Tazara, Zesco, University 
Teaching Hospital board, Medical and Education Trust 
(MET) which falls under ZCCM [Zambia Consolidated 
Copper Mines], Lusaka Water and Sewerage Company, 
Zambia National Broadcasting Corporation and others. 


The second category comprises the “mining, industrial 
and commercial enterprises” mainly companies under 
the Zimco conglomerate and other enterprises in which 
the State has a controlling interest. 


“Indirectly, as a result of public shareholding in enter- 
prises, the quality of management of parastatal compa- 
nies is likely to improve since shareholders will, almost 
invariably, insist on good financial performance as the 
criterion for determining the employment, retention and 
remuneration of management staff.” 


Directing Prime Minister General Malimba Masheke to 
set up “a team of competent persons” from the Party, 
Government, Zimco and private sector to plan the 
implementation of the reforms, Cde Kaunda warned 
that unless due care was taken to ensure social justice 
and fair play in this scheme, “permanent social strife 
may occur.” 


“Appropriate legislation will have to be considered to 
limit individual and syndicated shareholding to a certain 
maximum percentage. 


“Such a limitation will not only allow as many people as 
are willing to participate in the scheme, but will prevent 
a few individuals and syndicates from holding control- 
ling interest to the detriment of others.” 


Moreover all eligible Zambians should have equal access 
to own shares in any enterprises of their own choice. 


AS an incentive to workers in various enterprises, “con- 
sideration will be made to the creation of a certain class 
of shares to be held by workers under share purchase 
schemes.” 


The opening up of shareholding to the public at large 
would facilitate distribution of wealth, and certain safe- 
guards would be necessary in the scheme to achieve 
equality in line with Party and Government policy and 
avoid the scheme being taken advantage of by a few at 
the expense of the majority. 


The wide distribution of corporate capital would lead to 
generation of additional incomes for shareholders via 
dividends and bonus payments to shareholders while 
revenue for the Government budget would be raised. 


“There is no denying the fact that the current state of our 
education and health institutions is poor and totally 
inadequate to meet the rising demands of our people.” 
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Benin 


* Structural Adjustment Program Examined 


90AF0320A Cotonou L’OPINION in French 
21 Jun 90 pp 3-4 


[Article by Antonin Dossou: “The Structural Adjustment 
Program in Benin: Hopes and Illusions”) 


[Text] Benin is one of the rare Third World countries 
that seems to have welcomed a SAP [structural adjust- 
ment program] with open arms, apparently without 
public protest. 


Is this because the Beninese feel that the lowest ebb was 
so low (need we recall the almost total stoppage of 
government payments, the months’ delay in wages, the 
bankruptcy of the banking system, etc.) that any solution 
that gives the illusion of a way out is welcome? 


Or do they believe that tne SAP really is the solution to 
Benin’s current economic crisis? 


The knowledge that a SAP is only applied to a sick 
economy raises other questions. What should we expect 
from the Beninese SAP? Can it really solve the economic 
crisis? If it can, when? If it cannot, what should we do? 


Philosophy Belind the SAP 


Structural adjustment programs are based on a number 
of principles: 


1. Control of the economy must pass from the state to 
the marketplace. Under these conditions, there is a 
movement iowards lessening government controls, dena- 
tionalizing, and reducing the financial requirements of 
the state, which drain the resources needed to sustain the 
national economy. 


2. Tariff barriers must be lifted in order to prevent the 
national economies from maintaining sectors that are 
unproductive from the standpoint of international com- 
petition. Maintaining these sectors by means of costly 
subsidies did in fact consume large portions of the 
national budgets. 


3. Structural adjustment calls for letting farm prices 
rise in order to stimulate agricultural production. 


In short, the purpose of the structura! adjustment pro- 
grams, which are based on the supply-side and mone- 
tarist theories, is to institute market-regulated econo- 
mies, reduce the role of the state, and achieve integration 
with the world market based on the theory of compara- 
tive advantages. 


In general terms, structural adjustment programs have 
two main objectives: 


¢ Getting foreign and domestic financial accounts back 
in shape, followed by 
¢ Laying the foundations for sound, durable growth. 
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The Beninese SAP reflects these two objectives to the 
extent that its measures or reforms are aimed at: 


¢ Getting the economy moving and strengthening 
rapansion (growth); 

¢ Diversifying exports and imports (foreign accounts), 

¢ Reducing the budget deficit (domestic accounts); and 

¢ Improving relations with the international financial 
community by clearing back payments (financial 
accounts, and growth). 


Obviously, these changes go rather deep and are rela- 
tively harsh. Therefore, there is good reason not to 
entertain many illusions as to the difficulties that will be 
encountered in implementing the SAP. Even if we 
assume that the measures will reach their targeted goals 
(financial accounts, growth, etc.), this will clearly not 
come without sacrifice. 


Price To Pay 
We can expect several economic costs: 


¢ The SAP is certain to increase the vulnerability of the 
Beninese economy by making it more sensitive to the 
world economy. 


For exemple, the SAP emphasizes reform of the cotton- 
growing subsector for the purpose of improving the 
performance of the cotton industry as a whole (which 
supplies approximately 40 percent of export revenues), 
both from the standpoint of production costs and pro- 
duction levels. However, the price of cotton on the world 
market is entirely unregulated, and it is possible for it to 
drop below the cost that the National Company for 
Agricultural Promotion (SONAPRA), which is respon- 
sible for exporting cotton, needs to break even. In that 
case, we will have put a lot of energy and money into 
implementing reforms that the unregulated nature of the 
international environment make something of a matter 
of chance. 


Structural adjustment programs operate within the con- 
text of increased openness to the outside economy. 
Integration into the world market based on comparative 
advantages implies that local industries must be more 
comypetitive than foreign industries. Simply stated, this 
means that if, for example, National Company for the 
Glyceride Industry (SONICOG) oil costs more than 
imported oil, the government must choose to stop pro- 
ducing oil locally and import it. 


This is an oversimplification, but it clearly states the 
problem of protecting local industries, which, according 
to Worle Bank experts, may now be accomplished only 
through tariffs. Given the permeability of the country’s 
borders, there is reason to doubt the effectiveness of this 
tariff policy. 


e We can expect increases in public service rates— 
specifically, those charged by Benin Water and Elec- 
tricity Company (SBEE) and the Postal and Telecom- 
munications Office (OPT )}—owing to the application 
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of the true price principle (profitability of state- 
owned businesses). In one form or another, this 
increase in public service rates will contribute to 
higher inflation, since the companies that produce 
goods and services will have to absorb it in their 
production costs. 

« Another economic cost will be the recession the SAP 
will cause in economic activity, at least for the first 
few years. According to the experts at the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, 
our trade deficit is due to excess general demand. In 
other words, the country is living beyond its means. 
The proposed instruments for eliminating the deficit 
are, thus, restrictive budgetary and monetary policies. 
The idea is to reduce the trappings of government, in 
order to cut government demand, and decrease con- 
sumer consumption levels, using both budgetary mea- 
sures (decreasing total wages, eliminating prestige 
expenditures, etc.) and credit restriction. This will 
lead to a slowdown in economic activity resulting in a 
stagnation or drop in investments and a decrease in 
consumer purchasing power. 


There will also be significant social costs: 


* Increased unemployment as a result of suspension of 
state recruitment of graduates, voluntary elimination 
of certain permanent civil service positions, reorgani- 
zation of state-owned businesses (liquidation, priva- 
tization), and economic recession, which also affects 
certain private companies. About 8,000 people have 
already been laid off irom businesses, and 2,500 
permanent civil service positions will be eliminated 
under the SAP. At the same time, the Employment 
Office can only satisfy about nine percent of job 
applications. 

¢ Decreased consumer purchasing power due to the 
combined effect of declining real wages and rising 
prices. Even nominal wages have decreased by 10 
percent since 1989. 


We should also eventually expect government holdings 
to be bought up by private concerns, specifically foreign 
capital. This transfer to the private sector will lead to 
increasingly marked social inequalities. Despite all these 
social and economic costs, can the SAP resolve the crisis 
in the Beninese economy? 


Resolving the Crisis 


For the World Bank and IMF experts, resolving the 
economic crisis means eliminating financial imbalances 
and laying the foundations for durable growth. 


Even if it is too early to say what will happen in Benin, 
we can look at the experience of other countries. All in 
all, the structural adjustment programs under way in 
Africa since the early 1980's have shown mixed results. 
Progress has been made towards economic restructuring, 
but the macroeconomic results have been disappointing. 
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A series of African countries have managed to cut 
government expenditures, mostly by reducing total wage 
payments to government employees and reorganizing 
state-owned businesses. 


However, structural adjustment efforts have produced 
meager results in terms of foreign trade equilibriums and 
growth. The debt service burden went from 10 billion 
dollars a year during the 1984-1986 period to 15 billion 
dollars during the 1987-1989 period. Current payment 
balances deteriorated appreciably in 1986 and 1987, 
exacerbating foreign currency shortages. Investment 
continues to stagnate, and it is not possible even to 
maintain existing infrastructures. With real growth rates 
of three percent in 1986 and two percent in 1987, the 
expected recovery has not materialized. In Ivory Coast, 
for example, from 1980 to 1985, total investment 
dropped by almost half in constant francs, and public 
investment, by 70 percent. Per canita consumption fell 
by over 30 percent. Under these circumstances, the 
emergence of the type of new dynamism in the modern 
sector that is needed to rekindle growth is unlikely. 


Like the structural adjustment programs of most other 
countries, the Beninese SAP has shortcomings that 
should be brought out: 


1. The program was practically forced on us from the 
outside. The people should have participated extensively 
in its design and development and should have approved 
not only its objectives but also its constraints and its 
costs (particularly its social costs). 


2. The central philosophy of the program is integration 
into the wor!d market. However, the international envi- 
ronment—the cost of raw materials, the price of the 
dollar, interest rates, inflation, etc.—is not at all a 
controlled environment. 


3. The SAP ultimately means the sale of government 
holdings to the private sector, principally to foreign 
concerns. 


4. The SAP does not take regional associations into 
account. Given the political will, Benin’s membership in 
CEAO (West African Economic Community) and 
ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African 
States) can be put to advantage, since most of these 
countries are undergoing structural adjustment. 


5. The SAP does not make it possible to encourage 
development (consideration of social aspects, fair distri- 
bution of growth revenues) and does not solve the 
structural problems of underdevelopment (dislocation, 
extroversion, dependency). 


Given all these shortcomings and these mixed results, 
should we despair? What should we do? 
Any Hope? 


First of all, we should remember that structural adjust- 
ment is necessary. The fact is that the Beninese economy 
is in such bad shape and has been so poorly managed 
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that a rehabilitation and economic recovery program is 
imperative. Since it has to be financed, and to the extent 
domestic savings are insufficient, we have turned to the 
international money lenders, led by the IMF and the 
World Bank, which has resulted in the SAP as we know 
it today. 


In addition to reestablishing financial equilibriums as 
such, the effort to restart the economy has focused on 
structural reforms, principally on eliminating imbal- 
ances. With the World Bank and other money lenders 
(France, West Germany, Switzerland, the European Eco- 
nomic Community, etc.), financing has been provided 
for sectoral policies. These policies, which are aimed at 
increasing supply im each sector, have no short-term 
impact, since the measures to reduce general demand 
lead initially to a reduction in economic activity. It will 
be a while before we can expect to see the beginnings of 


positive per capita growth. 


Even if this optimistic scenario succeeds, as it did in 
Gabon and Mauritius between 1980 and 1985, growth is 
not synonymous with development. While it is true that 
development requires growth, growth does not necessarily 
mean development, to the extent that development 
involves both quantitative and qualitative issues. Indeed, 
for a society to develop, there must be changes in its 
economic, social, mental, and even political structures. 


Thus, the SAP does not necessarily lead to development. 
In its current form, the SAP needs to be revised. How- 
ever, as things now stanc, Benin has little to gain by 
systematically questioning the program. It 1s obviously 
going to have to resort to a second SAP after June 1992. 
Between 1979 and 1987, for example, Ghana had six 
structural adjustment programs; Ivory Coast, Senegal, 
and Madagascar, three; and Niger, Togo, and Zaire, two. 


Thus, it is at this level that we will really have to negotiate 
with the money lenders in order to be able benefit from the 
facilities offered by foreign aid while at the same time 
attempting to remedy the shortcomings of the program in 
its current form. To do so, we must improve our country’s 
negotiating ability. However, it is important to start 
thinking now about a scenario for ending the crisis that 
would eventually enable us to do without the “guardian- 
ship” of the IMF and the World Bank. 


To achieve this, we need to define a national plan that 
has the support required to develop a new, internal 
dynamism, because a country’s future is fundamentally 
built on local dynamics. 


Cape Verde 


* Opposition Criticizes Liberalization Plans 


9OP40081A Lishon TEMPO 
in Portuguese 28 Jun 90 p 20 


[Text] Members of the Cape Verdean Union for Indepen- 
dence and Democracy, (UCID), said that President Aris- 
tides Pereira’s recent statements announcing the opening of 
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the country to pluralism “raises doubts in our minds as to 
his sincerity.” They added that a “Romanian-type solution™ 
might be the outcome in Cape Verde. 


UCID's Mario Marques dos Santos and Joao Alem said that 
the elections being prepared by the PAICV [African Party 
for the Independence of Cape Verde] “are too premature 
and admittedly rushed,” and, if they are held, would only 
serve to perpetuate the existing party in power. 


One must remember that during his visit to Portugal. 
Aristides Pereira stated in a press conference that 
democratization in Cape Verde was under way and that 
presidential elections would take place in September. 


The UCID expressed its opposition in a letter to Aris- 
tides Pereira which said that the right conditions still did 
not exist for the Cape Verdean people to be able to 
“make a conscientious and judicious choice,” and called 
for the postponement of elections. 


According to this movement, before elections take place, 
there must be a law defining the status of the opposition: 
the creation of a constituent assembly that would draft a 
constitution; and the creation of a commission to pre- 
pare an electoral law in which all members of the 
opposition forces would take part. 


According to Mario Marques dos Santos, “the Cape 
Verdean people are tired of the PAICV.” If elections take 
place under these conditions and are supervised by 
international observers, Aristides Pereira and his associ- 
ates are doomed to lose power. 


Ghana 


Liberians Reportedly Seek Asylum in Sierra Leone 


AB2707140890 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 27 Jul 90 


[Text] A Ghanaian merchant ship has arrived in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, to evacuate Ghanaian refugees 
from Liberia. For security reasons, the ship, MV Tano 


Riv | not dock at the port of Monrovia. Ghanaian 
r weeing from the Liberian civil war are therefore 
ex, .4 » make their way to Sierra Leone. There are 


about 1,000 Ghanaians in Liberia, but some of them 
have already fled to Sierra Leone. 


In another development, two Nigerian vessels have 
sailed for Monrovia to evacuate Nigerian citizens in the 
war-torn country. According to a Nigerian weekly, THE 
AFRICAN GUARDIAN MAGAZINE, the lives of 
70,000 Nigerians in Liberia are in danger because of the 
suspicion that the Nigerian Government is giving sup- 
port to President Doe. 


Meanwhile, the Liberian information minister, Mr. 
Emmanuel Bowier, and the government delegation that met 
the rebels for the abortive peace talks in Freetown are 
reported to have asked political asylum in Sierra Leone. 
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Paper Urges OAU Intervention in Liberia 


AB2407 133290 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 24 Jul 90 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The GHANAIAN TIMES calls for an immediate 
action by the OAU to end the civil war in Liberia. The 
paper notes that the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] bid to end the war has proved 
inadequate and the conflict continues as if no one is 
capable of doing anything. The TIMES says the situation 
has arisen because of the expectation that President Doe 
would be defeated soon. But the war drags on, and its 
civilian casualties increase. The TIMES rejects the idea of 
asking U.S. intervention to prevent a bloodbath. This is 
because ending the conflict this way is the surest step 
toward ensuring that Liberians would once again not have 
the real freedom to decide their own political course. 


The TIMES stresses that a cease-fire must, therefore, be 
worked out immediately and a peacekeeping force 
arranged if requested. Then the peace talks should 
resume to reach an effective conclusion. 


Liberia 


Reportage of Government-NPFL Activities 


Woewiyu on Johnson Group 


AB2507182190 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[From the * Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has been something of a lull in the fighting 
around the Liberian capital, Monrovia, since the battle 
for the city earlier this week. Rebels of the National 
Patriotic Front [NPFL] have been closing in for weeks 
now. Some groups reached the bridges to the Monrovia 
island and even entered the streets of the city before 
apparently being beaten back. But there is confusion 
over who the attacking rebels were. The Americans seem 
to think they were a breakaway group led by someone 
calied Prince Johnson, who has fallen out with the 
Patriotic Front leader, Charles Taylor. The Patriotic 
Front spokesman, Tom Woewiyu, calied us up from 
America to talk about it. Elizabeth Ohene asked him if 
the attackers were a breakaway force: 


[Begin recording] [Woewiyu] There is no such thing as a 
breakaway group. The Patriotic Front is just one organiza- 
tion, and the group that attacked Monrovia, the group that 
went across the (?Johnso..! bridge and the Viatown bridge at 
the Bushrod Island, the same group that attacked the Port of 
Monrovia, was all our group. As a matter of fact, | was on 
the ship myself when we dispatched the people that entered 
Monrovia through the harbor. This was the time that we 
were going to Freetown... 
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[Ohene, interrupting] But is Prince Johnson leading a 
group of people who are also fighting Doe? 


[Woewiyu] Well, Prince Johnson has been on the run 
since he was deemed to have violated the code of the 
organization. They tried to bring him into court-martial 
and he kept running. But there have been times he will 
get up and attack some of the Doe soldiers and capture 
weapons and leave them for the Patriotic Front to take... 


[Ohene, interrupting] But the State Department ts saying 
specifically that the forces that attacked downtown Mon- 
rovia two days ago were being led by Prince Johnson's 
forces. 


[Woewiyu] But the State Department will also tell you 
that I have asked them. None of them, nobody in the 
State Department or even in the American Embassy will 
say they have seen Prince Johnson or they know Prince 
Johnson, or they spoke to someone from the fighting 
group and said they were led by Prince Johnson. The 
forces that are in Monrovia now are not led by no Prince 
Johnson. They are all part of the Patriotic Front. Prince 
Johnson himself, if he is alive now, he ts praying that his 
life will be spared somehow. But | am saying to you that 
the situation with Prince Johnson is not a power struggle. 
Even if Prince Johnson had gone to Monrovia, he is not 
g0ing to try to divide power between he and the Patriotic 
Front. But the truth is there is no Prince Johnson in 
Monrovia at all. 


{[Ohene] Is there anything you can tell me which some- 
body listening in Liberia can hear and think that, O.K.. 
at last I can look forward to a timetable in which | can 


hope or plan my life? 


[Woewiyu] Yes, I can tell you. The report that | have now 
from our people in th: front is... [changes thought] You 
heard yesterday that we hii the mansion yesterday sev- 
eral times from the ocean and then it was false too that... 
[changes thought] Doe was lying, saying that the man- 
sion was hit by American submarines. li was hit by our 
own gunboat. We have all the modern equipment and I 
think within he next two days or so, this thing should be 
able to come under total control. [end recording} 


Red Cross Truck Crosses Border 


AB2507213490 Paris AFP in English 2108 GM1 
25 Jul 90 


[Text] Danane, Ivory Coast, July 25 (AFP}—A Red 
Cross truck carrying medical supplies and water pumps 
Wednesday crossed from Ivory Coast into Liberia, where 
fighting has intensified for the capital Monrovia. It was 
the first time a Red Cross shipment had been allowed to 
cross the border since rebels opened a seven-month-old 
fight to unseat President Samuel Doe. 


The supplies were being sent to Fendeil University 14 
miles (23 kilometers) north of Monrovia where at least 
20,000 displaced Liberians have sought refuge. 
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Many of the refugees had started to leave last week because 
of lack of water and medication. An AFP correspondent 
touring behind rebel lines said there was a risk of malaria 
and dysentery at the overcrowded campus. 


On Sunday, a team of three doctors from Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF-Doctors without Borders) entered Liberia 
with medical supplies for a hospital at Gbarnga 120 miles 
(200 kilometers) north of Monrovia. They were also to set 
up the MSF’s first mobile medical unit in rebel-held areas. 
MSF also has a team inside the besieged capital. 


A team from the Paris-based 4*‘e Medicale Interna- 
tronal has also set up a clinic near the Liberia-lvory 
Coast border. 


Since National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels 
led by Charles Taylor attacked a Liberian border post 30 
kilometers (18 miles) west of here December 24, more 
than 60,000 people have fled to the Ivory Coast, while an 
estimated 200,000 other have taken up refuge in Guinea 
and Sierra Leone. 


More than 5,000 people, most of them civilians from 
rival tribes, have died in the rebellion. 


Rebels Attack Airfield 


4182507194190 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has been more fighting in the battle for the 
Liberian capital, Monrovia. Earlier this week, rebels got 
as far as the bridges to Monrovia island and some even 
into the streets of the city center before they were 
apparently beaten back. With the latest, Mark Huband 
and other journalists have just sent this joint dispatch 
from Menrovia: 


Diploma‘s today reported heavy fighting in the eastern 
part of the city, where they say rebels loyal to Charles 
Taylor have resumed their offensive against government 
troops. The rebels were reported to have waded across a 
swamp to launch an attack on Monrovia’s Spriggs Payne 
Airfield, which is the capital's last remaining link with 
the outside world. Diplomats said Taylor's forces had 
surrounded and effectively neutralized Doe's troops bar- 
ricaced inside the radio and te! vision station east of the 
city, but did not attack them, apparently in order to 
spare the facilities. 


Rebels commanded by another rebel leader, Prince 
Johnson, have taken all of the city’s northern Bushrod 
Island, where they control the port and oil depots. With 
Taylor's troops aitacking from the east and Johnson's 
from the north, the city appears to be caught «n a vise 
which could tighten tomorrow, which is Liberia's inde- 
pendence day. 


Government troops counterattacked this morning across 
two bridges which converge at the southern tip of 
Bushrod Island, but then were repulsed under heavy fire, 
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seemingly from Johnson's forces. One squad of govern- 
ment soldiers was seen crawling across one of the bridges 
that was pinned down under heavy gunfire. Some sol- 
diers lay motionless while others ran back to the safety of 
government positions. 


Acting Information Minister (Paul Allen Weah) today 
held an impromptu press confereiice at the Ducor Palace 
Hotel with gunfire echoing around, at which he said that 
President Doe remains defiant and has no intention of 
resigning. (Weah) said that Doe felt it was worthwhile 
dying for his country. He distributed a press release 
which said that Doe felt that a sudden resignation would 
lead to greater anarchy and ethnic tragedy in Liberia. 


Meanwhile, the people of Monrovia are continuing with 
their desperate search for food and water in a city where 
all shops are shut and basic utilities have been closed up 
for more than a month. About 5,000 people were 
jammed into an American-owned fuel storage depot near 
the American Embassy in the exclusive Mamba Point 
district, seeking haven from attacks by soldiers who go 
on looting sprees and killing rampages. Sixteen amos 
sadors met the acting fo: an minister today to comps: 
about being harrassed by troops at check points 
throughout the city. 


Refugees’ Plight; Rebels’ Tactics 
AB2607113290 Paris AFP in English 1115 GMT 
26 Jul 90 


[By Christian Spillmann] 


[Text] Paynesville, Liberia, July 26 (AFP)}—The winc:ng 
road between the besieged capital Monrovia and the 
rebel-held strategic crossroads at Kakata 55 kilometers 
(35 miles) north is known by Liberians as “the highway.” 


This national trunkline, where petrified Liberians flee 
fighting near the capital has come to symbolize two 
months of drama for the West African country’s 2.4 
million people. The “highway” is now in rebel hands. 


National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) forces, led by 
former government official Charles Taylor, used it for 
eight weeks on their drive for Monrovia, where President 
Samuel Doe on Thursday [26 Jul] was holed up with 
hundreds of members of his elite presidential guard. The 
bulk of their troops have managed to capture the large 
crossroads at the Paynesville suburb 12 kilometers 
(seven miles) from central Monrovia. 


“Borrowed” vehicles from Liberia's mining and agricul- 
tural companies line this road day and night, loaded with 
“freedom fighters” and arms. Rebels in this eastern 
suburb have been fighting holdouts from Mr. Doe's 72nd 
Infantry Battalion for the past three weeks. 


NPFL rebels move along the road without taking notice of 
small groups of terrified civilians who pull back to let the 
armed insurgents pass. In single-file, with the head of each 
family at the front, the weary inhabitants of Monrovia flee 
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their homes clutching what is left of their meager belong- 
ings. Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children 
have marched down this road since the beginning of 
Liberia’s bloody civil war December 24. More than 20,000 
Monrovia residents have sought refuge on the Fendell 
University Campus some 25 kilometers (14 miles) north of 
the capital. Without water, food and medicine, thousands of 
others took their chances and moved from the U.S. Omega 
navigation station two weeks ago north to Kakata and 
Harbel, where the massive Firestone rubber plantation has 
its headquarters. 


On Wednesday, the Red Cross sent its first truck car- 
rying medicine and water pumps for refugees at Fendell 
University over the Ivory Coast border. 


Those heading north from Monrovia are stopped every 
few kilometers (miles) at rebel checkpoints where would- 
be military chiefs, stepping beyond their given authority, 
systematically search and rough up civilians while 
barking out orders at gunpoint. 


If found out, members of Mr. Doe's Krahn tribe, or 
Mandingoes, a group of Muslim traders accused of 
sympathizing with the government, are beaten up, 
dragged away and executed. 


Dozens of bodies, strewn in the bush along the highway 
leading north, are devoured by wild dogs. The odor of 
rotting cadavers becomes unbearable as one approaches 
Paynesville. The large crossroads here looks increasingly 
desolate each day. The traffic light hangs precariously 
from a cable. The pavement and walls of buildings are 
pock-marked with stray bullets from fierce street fighting 
between rebels and government troops. 


About 40 insurgents have taken shelter in an abandoned 
filling station. Nearby four naked and bloated bodies lie 
against a picket fence. 


A teenager opens a box of ammunition from Libya for 
his Italian-made Beretta machine pistol. Each of the 
rebels takes iwo cartridges and reloads, keeping one 
Cartridge in reserve. A pick-up truck with a 20-millimeter 
cannon slowly approaches. It can be heard at all hours 
blasting positions of the 72nd Division coupled with the 
crackling of machine gun fire. 


The rebels do not appear to have a precise strategy. They 
head off into battle in single file and blast away indis- 
criminately after the first shot is fired. Using such 
tactics, rebels have been able to hold this position for 
three weeks. But they have not advanced an inch. 


Government Troops Raid Hospital 
AB2607182690 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Reports of what is happening in Monrovia are sparse, 
but there is news just in of the latest fighting as the rebels 
struggle to oust Samuel Doe. Here is Mark Doyle: 
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[Begin Doyle recording] A few minutes ago, the “Focus 
on Africa” office was contacted by a field telephone from 
the Liberian capital. The information we received con- 
cerned a claim about an attack by government soldiers 
on civilians. According to the witness who contacted us, 
four truckloads of government soldiers attacked a hos- 
pital yesterday. Armed troops entered the hospital and 
took approximately 100 patients from the Gio or Mano 
ethnic groups after conducting a thorough search of the 
premises. Some of these 100 were released unharmed, 
but several dozen were taken away by the government 
troops. It is not known where these people were taken. At 
least one patient was killed during the military raid on 
the hospital, and several people were wounded. 


The witness said that the atmosphere in Monrovia is 
extremely tense, with there being no way out of the city 
center by air or road. Supplies of clean water are extremely 
linited, and fuel for generators is in very short supply. 


At the beginning of this month, international aid organiza- 
tions working in Liberia made an appeal to both sides in the 
conflict to respect five neutral zones in and around Mon- 
rovia, which included hospitals. [end recording} 


Situation Behind NPFL Lines 


AB2607204190 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 26 Jul 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] While attention in the past few days has been focused 
on the battle for Monrovia in Liberia's bloody civil war, the 
question is: What is going on in the rest of Liberia and those 
areas under the control of Charles Taylor's Patriotic Front 
rebels or in a state of no man’s land? Our West Africa 
correspondent, Elizabeth Blunt, is now back in Abidjan, and 
has been gathering information from people behind the 
rebel lines. She sent this report: 


[Begin Blunt recording] Nimba County in the northeast 
of Liberia is where the war began, and it is far the region 
under the firmest rebel control. Residents speak of a 
heavy rebel military presence despite the seriousness of 
the fighting around the capital, which they attribute to 
the fact that many of the rebels are from that area and 
feel that their main job was done when they chased the 
government troops out of Nimba. There is little incen- 
tive to move south and to risk their lives around Mon- 
rovia just so that the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] leader, Charles Taylor, can fulfill his ambition 
to be president. 


The relatively few civilians in Nimba are tightly controlled, 
needing passes from the rebel’s military security, the so- 
called G-2, to move form one area to another. On the plus 
side, the NPFL has installed a skeleton administration and 
opened clinics in three of the main towns, Gbarnga, Ganta, 
and Sanniquellie. They are operating local radio stations 
and have distributed rice taken from a ship, the (Risker 
Enterprise), captured about three weeks ago and diverted to 
their own port of Buchanan. This is important, since no 
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shops are open in Nimba and few markets functioning. But 
the towns are still almost deserted, and towns such as 
Sanniquellie and Kahnple toward the Ivorian border have 
been devasted by shelling. 


Young rebels have been using the NPFL red flag to 
(?prolong) their houses for relatives whose own homes 
have been destroyed. Conditions seem to be best in the 
iron mining town of Yekepa on the border with Guinea. 
Now the mining company has got power and water 
working again, with the oil and other supplies arriving at 
the railway from Buchanan. 


But further west, the war has at last reached towns like 
Zorzor and Voinjama, spared up till now. The rebels arrived 
in the area about two weeks ago, despite its remoteness from 
the main theater of the war and the absence of any army 
presence. Residents say that the rebels were looking mainly 
for vehicles and money. In Zorzor, they called all the 
inhabitants to a meeting in the main square, in the mean- 
time ransacking their houses. At Voinjama, where they 
arrived on 14 July, the rebels were hunting down people of 
the Mandingo tribe, who are numerous in the area. Most 
Mandingos have already left for neighboring Guinea or 
Sierra Leone. But the inhabitants of Bakado, near Voin- 
jama, apparently decided to stay in their village. When the 
rebels arrived, they were massacred. Figures for those killed 
vary widely, but they range from about 100 to more than 
360 people. 


The rebels’ vendetta againsi the Mandingos has also 
involved the neighboring Republic of Guinea. Following 
incidents in which rebels allegedly crossed the border to 
kill Mandingos on Guinean soil, the Guinean authorities 
have closed the border to Liberians, with the result that 
refugees in Guinea who now want to return home have to 
make long detours through the Ivory Coast. But while 
complaining bitterly of the rebels’ greed and virdictive- 
ness, witnesses agree that the problem is one of discipline 
in the lower ranks of the NPFL, not condoned at the top: 
and they cite a case in which the rebel leader, Charles 
Taylor, himself intervened to recover a sum of $5,000 
stolen at gunpoint from Baptist missionaries by some of 
his men. Taylor himself is a member of the Baptist Church. 


The only area which has so far completely escaped the 
fighting is the extreme southeast, Maryland and neigh- 
boring counties. But travellers who come from there say 
that this is a smal! consolation to the inhabitants, since 
all sources of supply have been cut off, rice stocks are 
exhausted, the seed rice has been eaten, and people are 
now living On minimum rations of cassava. The area is 
close to the Ivorian border, so supplies could in theory be 
brought from there. But traders, who are mostly Mand- 
ingos, have left, and members of the local administration 
who might have organized alternative food supplies have 
gone into hiding or simply run away. [end recording] 
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‘Breakaway’ Rebels Reach City Center 


AB2607183290 Paris AFP in English 1819 GMT 
26 Jul 90 


[Excerpt] Abidjan, July 26 (AFP)}—Breakaway rebels of 
the Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(INPFL) have reached Monrovia’s city center while 
Charles Taylor’s original NPFL forces got as far as the 
city airport Thursday [26 Jul], diplomatic sources here 
said. They said the dissident rebels led by Prince 
Johnson moved on the besieged capital from the port on 
Bushrod Island just north of Monrovia. Two bridges 
separate the town from Bushrod Island. 


The reliable sources did not say how the “independent” 
NPLF insurgents crossed into Monrovia from the port 
region. Mr. Taylor's forces on Thursday reached the 
northern part of the tiny Spriggs Payne airfield in Mon- 
rovia, whcih had been the last means of escape for people 
trapped in the capit:'. 


Diplomatic sour..s said the airfield was closed 
Thursday. They added that Prince Johnson and Mr. 
Taylor, a former government official, were still fighting 
one another, despite rumors that the two men had 
reconcilied their differences and teamed up against 
embattled President Samuel K. Doe. [passage omitted] 


UNHCR Official on Refugees in Sierra Leone 


AB2707102090 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 27 Jul 90 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] Yesterday was independence day in Liberia, but 
celebrations, certainly, were not uppermost in the minds 
of Monrovians. The soldiers of Charles Taylor's 
National Patriotic Front continue to occupy northern 
parts of the capital, while more rebels under Prince 
Johnson hold areas to the east. President Samuel Doe, 
meanwhile, is holed up in the Executive Mansion, 
reportedly held in place by his 500 Krahn bodyguards. 
Talks in Freetown seem to be dead, and the population 
of Monrovia continue to escape while they can. Ofeibea 
Quist-Arcton has prepared this report: 


{Begin recording] [Quist-Arcton] Unul the war between 
government and rebel forces escalated in Liberia, the 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
[UNHCR] was about to pull out of neighboring Sierra 
Leone. Now, with Liberians and other nationals fleeing 
from an embattled Monrovia, the UNHCR has had to 
continue its operations, and even expand its staff to deal 
with the huge influx of refugees into Sierra Leone. Karim 
Kalid Abu Zaid is the HCR representative in Freetown. 
So how many refugees are they dealing with? 


[Zaid] It is hard because people have different estimates. 
Certainly, we have reached our target of 20,000 refugees, 
Liberians, in the need near the border where all refugees 
get. [sentence as heard] There may be 15,000 or more 
Liberian refugees in the country, many of them in towns, 
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we do not know. There may, certainly, be another 10 to 
15,000, many of whom (?are) the displaced people, who 
are in Sierra Leone. 


[Quist-Arcton] Many Liberians, and others, are crossing 
into Sierra Leone along the Mano River, which borders 
the two countries. But who exactly is UNHCR helping? 


[Zaid] The people that we are concentrating on and 
assisting are the rural refugees who are staying along the 
border, who are scattered in, maybe, 60 villages, living 
with families after having been taken in by the Sierra 
Leonean people who are living also along the border and 
have been sharing their foodstuffs and so on with them. 
They have been very generous so far. We have also had a 
lot of cooperation from the local authority. A lot of the 
people who came in, and we heard there was an influx 
taking place just last week, were [words indistinct] Liberi- 
ans. But we cannot assist them, as they come in at the same 
entry points and so on. [sentence as heard] [end recording] 


Others in Freetown are also closely watching the situa- 
tion in Liberia. One of them is Joseph Gibrel, a Liberian 
living in the United States who was part of a three-man 
delegation of the Grand Jide Association in the United 
States sent to take part in the Freetown peace negotia- 
tions. Joseph Gibrel ts, like President Doe, a Krahn. But 
he was adamant that this did not necessarily mean his 
association supported the Liberian leader: 


{Begin Gibrel recording] Our poor people are dying. Mr. 
Taylor is eating, Mr. Doe is eating, and we are the ones 
who are dying. And, at this point we are saying we are in 
a jam. We did not ask Mr. Taylor to come and fight; we 
did not also ask Mr. Doe to continue. But we are saying, 
as a group in the United States, we want the U.S. 
Government to remember that the special relationship 
between Liberia and the United States came from very 
far, far, far off. And, now we are in a crisis: We are dying, 
we are crying, and we want the United States to do 
anything that the government can do to help us to come 
out of this. [end recording] 


Mali 


Violence Reported in Menaka; Bandits Seized 


AB2507191890 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 25 Jul 90 


[Text] After the bloody incidents perpetrated at Menaka 
by armed bandits, calm has returned to the fifth region. 
Over to you, Gibril Mboch: 


[Begin Mboch recording] In the face of indignation and 
general reprobation, and in conformity with their mis- 
sion, the defense and security forces immediately took 
measures to protect men and goods in all of the affected 
area. The prompt reaction of the services charged to see 
to the respect of our territorial integrity, order, law, and 
security of men and goods enabled concrete results to be 
achieved in restoring peace and tranquility. 
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Indeed, the mop-up operations ended in the capture of 
most of these bandits, including elements that took part 
in the attack on the Menaka security post. The measure 
adopted for the defense of the principles which are the 
foundation stone of Mali, namely, one people, one aim, 
one faith, continues to be implemented in its noble 
mission to completely eradicate insecurity. In confor- 
mity with the moral philosophy of our people, this 
measure is being taken with lucid firmness. It 1s the only 
way to avoid committing unnecessary excesses. 


As usual, the people who were terrorized by the ignoble 
acts of the bandits are assured of the solidarity and 
compassion of all the Malian people so that violence 
perpetrated by people with sinister intentions does not 
triumph anywhere. This is the time to recall that the 
safeguard of the sacred union of Malian people in peace, 
concord, and respect for differences demands prepared- 
ness, good faith, and frank cooperation. 


As the interior ministers of Algeria, Niger, and Mali have 
said at their meeting in Tamarasset: Calmness is indis- 
pensable for the only struggle for which our peoples must 
be mobilized. These are: the struggle against drought and 
forest encroachment, the promotion of self-sufficiency in 
food production, and rural water development, espe- 
cially in this area. [end recording] 


Senegal 


Customs Post Attacked in Casamance Violence 


AB2607205190 Paris AFP in French 1423 GMT 
26 Jul 90 


[Text] Dakar, 26 Jul (AFP)}—The customs post at Tanar, 
situated in the Sedhidou Department in the southern 
part of Senegal (in Casamance Province) was attacked on 
the night of Wednesday [26 July] to Thursday by an 
armed group, leaving two people slightly wounded 
among the customs men, Radio Senegal reported today. 
The radio pointed thai the attack took place at about 
2300 on Wednesday night and that the surprise attack 
was carried out by a group yet to be identified. The 
assailants, whose number is yet to be determined, seized 
some weapons stored at the customs post as well as 
monies collected as duties that day, Radio Senegal 
added. 


The Gendarmarie and the Army, which were called in as 
reinforcements, carried Out a Mopping-up Operation in 
the area, an operation which is still going on, the radio 
also added. It pointed that it was the first time the 
Sedhiou Department (situated in the Kolda Region) was 
affected by the wave of violence in the Casamance and 
which has been going on since May this year. Until now, 
only the Ziguinchor region, also situated in the Casa- 
mance area, has been affected by this wave’ of violence, 
which has resulted in several people being killed. 
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Last May, an armed group carried out a nighttime armed 
attack on the Seleti border post in the Casamance area, near 
the Senegal-Gambia border, killing two customs men. 


* Suspicion on Mauritania in Casamance Attacks 


* Said To Provide Money, Men 


90AF0321A Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS 
in French 5 Jun 90 p 13 


[Article by J.-M.K.: “Senegal: Suspicions About Guerrillas”) 


[Text] Terrorism struck again Friday near Ziguinchor, 
capital of Casamance, but it is not yet possible to 
determine the precise motives of the commandos who 
have acted with complete impunity in the southernmost 
region of Senegal since late April. It was initially believed 
that there had been a revival of a pro-independence 
faction highly active in the early 1980's, but its theore- 
tician or “moral pillar,” Father Dyamacoune Senghor 
(no relation to former President Leopold Sedar Seng- 
hor), seems to reject this explanation and points out that 
credit for the real guerrilla actions we are now witnessing 
has never been claimed and that reinforcements sent by 
the Army and Gendarmerie have not led to the arrest or 
precise identification of any of the authors. 


Well-armed, the latter prefer to attack persons seeming to 
represent the central government: prefect officials, gen- 
darmes, customs officers, teachers, and so on, but it has 
also been observed that two grenades were thrown on the 
night of 19 May in the midst of a fraternal-type assembly 
of the Lebou community (native to the Cape Verde pen- 
insuia), possibly an expression of the exasperation of 
old-line Casamance natives against the “northern coloni- 
zation” and the development of a rather active Islamist 
faction throughout the country, one profoundly hostile to 
the very special organization of Senegalese Islam. 


Suspicions About Mauritania 


The degree of bewilderment about the outbreak of vio- 
lence—at least 10 dead since the first attack on the 
Senegalese-Gambian border—is so great that all kinds of 
hypotheses are put forth. Since the most widespread 
theory about complicity between Guinea-Bissauan 
authorities and pro-independence forces now seems to 
have been ruled out despite very violent border incidents 
between 19 and 22 May, suspicions have for some time 
turned to Mauritania, which may indeed have recruited 
“mercenaries” from among a large and generally uncon- 
trollable Senegalese diaspora, or have provided substan- 
tial means for radical factions of the strictly national 
opposition. In fact, certain clans in Nouakchott seem 
willing to do anything to prevent or disturb the Islamic 
summit conference scheduled in Dakar early next year 
and the situation in the northern river region appears to 
be heating up with every day that passes. 


It seems to be particularly hot on the mid-section of the 
river (Bakel, Matam), but also directly above Saint-Louis 
(Podor, Dagana), although the administration is trying 
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to check the warring ardor of black Africans driven from 
their homeland in Mauritania but constantly trying to 
return there by force to recover livestock and property. 
The refugees seem to be all the more rebellious vis-a-vis 
the central authority, which they accuse of misappropri- 
ating part of the aid sent by the international community 
since the beginning of the year. Aid is osganized ethni- 
cally (Toucouleurs, Soninkes. Ouoloffs also), apparently 
bypassing the government, hurting President Diouf's 
authority and exacerbating internal contradictions in his 
own party, particularly in the Saint-Louis region, and the 
lack of security in his capital. The combination of these 
elements is all the more disturbing because no denial in 
Nouakchott appears apt to dissipate suspicions directed 
at the Iraqi Ba’th due to its activities in the region in 
Mauritania, but perhaps not only that. 


* Upsurge in Terrorism, Torture 


90AF0321B Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
7 Jun 90 p 3 


[Article by Alain Abgoton: “Torture and Terrorism”™] 


[Text] The terrorist attack on 31 May in Dyibonker, only 
a few kilometers from Ziguinchor (one dead, eight 
wounded), sheds an even more glaring light on the 
disturbing report by Amnesty International published 
last week concerning torture perpetrated in Casamance 
from 1982 to 1989. 


Following the Place de Gao attack on 19 May, which left 
two dead and some 60 wounded, a reading of the 
document, a pitiful chronicle of torture carried out in the 
country’s southernmost region, calls for comment. 


From the overall account, a number of facts stand out. 


According to the international human rights organiza- 
tion Amnesty International (Al), several hundred per- 
sons from Casamance were arrested from {982 to 1989 
for political reasons. Excuse the small number, but it was 
enough to rouse Amnesty International and make it title 
its report “Torture in Senegal: The Case of Casamance.” 


According to depositions that are an overwhelming 
indictment of the Gendarmerie and the government, of 
the many persons arrested, nearly 30 (the Al report is not 
precise) reportedly died (see SUD HEBDO, 31 May 
1990) as a result of torture and mistreatment. 


According to the international organization for the pro- 
tection of human rights, it was mainly during detainment 
(one week when a matter of violations of state security) 
that torture was reportedly administered. Denying the 
allegations and evidence after Amnesty International 
conducted an on-the-spot investigation in 1985 and 
1989, the Senegalese Government refused to order an 
independent, impartial official investigation as recom- 
mended by certain conventions of which it is a signatory, 
arguing that no torture ever took place and that the 
alleged torture victims never filed any formal complaint, 
which is far from reassuring. 
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It should be noted that despite the amnesty granted in 
June 1988, 10 prisoners from Casamance are still in 
prison and some have been waiting to stand trial for two 
years...if they survive! 


Let us remind ourselves that Senegal ratified the UN 
Convention condemning torture and other cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading treatment (taking effect on 26 
June 1987) and adhered to the declaration on the pro- 
tection of all persons against torture and other cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading punishments or treatment 
adopted by the General Assembly in 1975. These are two 
dates geared to strengthen deeply held convictions... 
“An indispensable mechanism for determining, not only 
whether torture was inflicted, but how and why,” inves- 
tigations should also enable signatory nations to take 
“measures to eliminate such torture,” Amnesty Interna- 
tional points out. 


Consequently, given the Senegalese Government's 
refusal to foliow the recommendation, one can easily 
imagine Amnes'y International's “concern,” all the more 
justified when, at the time of its mission to Senegal in 
October 1989, delegates “heard details” still fresh about 
the death from torture in April 1989 of Jean Pascal 
Badji, composer of religious chants for the Balankine 
choral society near Bignona, arrested by the Armed 
Forces because he was suspected of belonging to the 
separatist movement. 


Amnesty International also reviewed reports of mistreat- 
ment ranging from beatings to electric shock adminis- 
tered under the fingernails or on the genitals and 
including gasoline poured on the private parts, pro- 
longed periods of time without food, and total absence of 
care for the sick and wounded, all forms of torture 
resulting in a “high number of deaths.” 


One confidential letter reported by Amnesty Interna- 
tional and produced in 1983 by the prison administra- 
tion calls prison officials’ attention to the fact that “for 
some time now, prisoners have reached our institutions 
with injuries caused by the officers who arrested them. 
Some eventually die in our cells, thus increasing the total 
number of deaths. Such situations risk discrediting us 
and hurting our efforts to humanize and improve 
inmates’ living conditions in the prison environment.” A 
touching admission whose confidentiality is the basis for 
what appears to be total duplicity. In 1988, the Sene- 
galese Government drafted a report in which it stated 
that torture is a “criminal act liable to penal sanctions.” 


Beyond that, the international organization is disturbed 
about the absence of methods that “would make it 
possible to prevent torture by modifying the procedure 
for detention,” which might clearly mean that a number 
of Casamance prisoners have a stay. 


On the whole, Amnesty International believes there is 
enough evidence to justify the need for an official investi- 
gation because in “the case of Casamance, it would appear 
that torture was systematic throughout the 1980's.” 
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And there we have it: Once again separatism ts in 
question. It is in fact difficult not to compare this 
resurgence of torture (io the point that Casamance 
becomes a case) with the increase in tension and even the 
emergence of urban terrorism in the south. 


Should the events of April 1987 (in which police went 
into the streets because colleagues had been convicted 
for the death of a prisoner, which demonstration resulted 
in the famous crisis that led to the dismissal of several 
officers) not be considered and analyzed as to their 
origins as well as their current implications’ 


In their attempt to underdramatize (trivialize’), authori- 
ties cannot fail to see the Djibonker attempt for what it is. 
What role is played by vengeance, where is the connection, 
especially since certain sources report that at Place de Gao, 
tracts from the “armed branch” of the Movement of 
Democratic Forces of Casamance, known as Attica, were 
reportedly discovered on the day of the attack, speaking of 
avenging the death on 2 May 1990 of Jean-Marie Sagna, 
tortured and then burned to death’? Do destabilization 
attempts explain everything? Are we witnessing a regener- 
ation of separatism or the rise of a new and even blinder 
and more radical form of separatism? 


One can well imagine that such questions haunt the 
nights of our government officials. who give the impres- 
sion they have not understood the effects of a vicious 
cycle, or of not being able to put down a tenacious 
separatism despite all their legal or illegal efforts. 


* Tactics Change Raises Questions 


9OAF0321C Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
31 May 90 p 3 


[Article by A. Ndiaga Sylla: “Planned Destabilization” | 


[Text] A teacher killed in Niadou in the district of 
Niaguis, another wounded in Laty while in Diouloulou, 
also in the region of Ziguinchor, a clash between ele- 
ments of the National Gendarmerie in which unidenti- 
fied persons wounded one of the “men in blue.” In 
Casamance for the past several weeks, Saturdays come 
and go, all alike. 


In what increasingly appears as an operation of the 
planned destabilization of Senegal starting on the 
southern flank, the temptation is very great. and the 
explanation convenient also, to attribute the under- 
handed blows to Casamance separatists. And yet, with 
observers still not certain and the departments respon- 
sible for conducting investigations into these terrorist 
attacks still surrounded by a wall of silence, the trail of 
the pro-independence forces gets lost in the mangroves. 
One can in fact ask wh, the separatists, who up to this 
point have chosen military targets, would suddenly 
decide to attack civilians at the risk of having them turn 
on thern. If no new element has come on the scene, one 
has difficuliy understanding why the separatist clements 
would react in such a way, unless one can find tactical 
coherence in another political incoherence consisting of 
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demanding the well-being of people one seeks to free by 
stepping up terrorist commando attacks on them! 


Alliance 


The events in Casamance authorize another reading 
based on the besieged position in which it has found 
itself for over a year. Mauritania does not conceal its 
intention of destabilizing Senegal if it should continue (?) 
[sic] to allow Mauritania’s opponents to operate within 
its territory. Banjul is suffocating behind the customs 
barrier erected by Dakar following the dissolution of the 
Sene-Gambian Confederation at Daouda Diawara’s 
prompting. Guinea-Bissau challenges the different ver- 
dicts handed down in favor of Senegal in the border 
dispute pitting it against our country. Disturbing facts 
lead one to strong presumptions concerning these coun- 
tries as to their implications for the events shaking 
Senegal, or at least point toward a link between them and 
the separatists. It has been established that the grenades 
that blew up at Place de Gao and those found are the 
same ones used by Guinea-Bissau in its liberation 
Struggle. Nor is it superfluous to think that Bissau trains 
separatists and supplies them with arms. Its attitude is 
far from passive. Does the agreement signed between the 
Senegalese and Guinea-Bissau delegations on Tuesday, 
29 May, for the return of peace and each country’s 
refusal to provide cover to subversive forces hostile to 
the other not reveal a reality previously camouflaged by 
Bissau, to wit, the existence in its territory of separatist 
rear bases? Whatever the case, Senegal must be more 
vigilant than ever. It is one thing to sign a peace 
agreement under coercion and from a position of weak- 
ness and another to abide by it. 


Pressing Needs 


And what about the Mauritanian implication? Or the 
support that Banjul is giving Nouakchott in its threats to 
destabilize Senegal? It is mainly at the Mauritanian 
Consulate in Gambia, a veritable hub and liaison net- 
work that destabilization operations are reportedly 
planned. The movement of Mauritanian officers 
observed in recent days at this diplomatic post, as well as 
joint meetings allegedly held there before and after the 
attacks perpetrated in Casamance, do not argue in favor 
of the position of Gambian neutrality in support for 
destabilization operations led by Nouakchott, according 
to several sources. Could the suspicions directed at 
Banjul have led President Abdou Diouf to give up 
participating in an ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] summit conference being held at its 
doors? Should one explain the noted absence of the 
Senegalese chief of state by his foreboding of a summit 
failure? In other words, is one to understand that the 
meeting of the Group of the 15 in Kuala Lumpur is more 
important than conferences devoted to subregional eco- 
nomic integration? If not, how then is one to interpret 
the creation of a Ministry of African Economic Integra- 
tion after the latest Cabinet shakeup as interest in that 
question? It is true that the Gambian president, who 
torpedoed the Sene-Gambian Confederation, cannot 
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present himself as the host of the summit conference and 
then appear as the spokesman for integration. 


Moreover, President Abdou Diouf’s absence from the 
country for a visit to Malaysia and the Phlippines and 
the absence from the country of opposition leader 
Abdoulaye Wade at a time when Senegal is going through 
difficult trials and the people need to be soothed and 
made to feel secure cannot fail to rouse questions. What 
other pressing need can there be to run around the world 
when the safety of persons and property is threatened in 
a hostile environment? 


* Diouf Blames Mauritania 


90AF0321D Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
25 May 90 p 3 


[Article by Ibrahima Gaye: “Transcending the Tragedy”™] 


[Text] According to AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, 
which reports the statements made by the chief of state 
to the foreign press at a meeting Wednesday, President 
Abdou Diouf implicitly referred to Mauritania as the 
foreign power responsible for the recent attacks in the 
Ziguinchor region. 


This disqualification of the Casamance pro- 
independence movement strengthens the feeling of cer- 
tain observers, who from the very beginning doubted the 
responsibility of Casamance pro-independence elements 
for the attacks inasmuch as they had never before 
attacked civilians. Rather, they had been careful not to 
create a climate of psychosis that might hurt tourism, 
their region’s essential resource. 


Above all, President Abdou Diouf’s statements confirm a 
deliberate attempt at escalation by the government in 
Nouakchott, which from the very beginning of the conflict 
has demonstrated a reprehensible constancy on this point. 


Indeed, President Ould Taya’s regime continues—to say 
the least—to do violence to the black African component 
of Mauritania’s national population when what it should 
have been doing was to exorcise the evil demons of 
racism and overcome the reflexes of national “purifica- 
tion” via the systematic elimination of Blacks. 


It continues to engage in hostile, provocative action on 
the border when a military solution would be suicidal for 
Nouakchott and when it would be better to calm tension 
and examine the situation more rationally. It introduces 
into our subregion, which certainly does not need it, a 
new rung in overarmament through the introduction of 
missiles, an absolutely unacceptable element for Senegal. 


In addition, the Mauritanian regime incessantly engages 
in inflammatory verbal one-upmanship although the 
situation demands more moderation and calm. It there- 
fore comes as no surprise that it has systematically 
sabotaged all attempts at mediation. God knows there 
have been plenty of them! 
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This manifest escalation has therefore risen to a new level 
with the attempted subversion and destabilization con- 
demned by President Abdou Diouf. One cannot help 
believing that such persistent blindness is inspired by pow- 
erful motives relating to domestic politics and survival. 


The problem is that such motives always end up at odds 
with the national interest properly understood. Unfortu- 
nately, mistakes cannot always be fixed in politics and 
entire nations must pay the price in flesh and blood. 


There is still time to change directions, however. Sene- 
gal, true to itself, wants to help. President Abdou Diouf 
is willing to meet with the Mauritanian president uncon- 
ditionally because, after the failure of all attempts at 
mediation, such a meeting remains the ultimate solution 
to the deadlock. 


This is Nouakchott’s last opportunity to forcefully seize 
the opportunity to show the international community at 
large and the Mauritanians themselves that it wants and 
seeks peace. 


So many challenges face our peoples; so many examples 
throughout a rapidly changing world summon our 
efforts! It would be criminal to refuse to get together and 
talk so as to free up energies and resources now absorbed 
by tension. 


Immediate tragedies of history will never wipe away 
geographic determination, which is a major reason for 
trying to join together and transcend such tragedies 
through deliberate coexistence built upon a living, but 
pacified, memory. 


* Fundamentalist Islamic Party To Be Set Up 


YOAF0360A Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
14 Jun 90 p 3 


[Article: “A Hezbollah in Senegal”) 


[Text] The idea has been in the air for a long time. It is 
going to materialize soon. The Senegalese political land- 
scape 1s supposed to be enriched with a new party “that 
will bring together all of Senegal’s Muslims,” we read in 
a “circular addressed to Senegalese Muslims of all the 
Islamic brotherhoods or factions combined.” It calls 
itself the Islamic Party for Liberation and Democracy 
(PLDI) and is supposed to register its charter soon. Its 
goal is “to work for respect for the application of Islam’s 
basic principles (shari‘ah) in all walks of daily life.” The 
PLDI is also fighting for “the abolition of the secular 
Constitution, which governs Muslims’ social life (the 
family code, the degradation of morals, the exploitation 
of the underprivileged through the practice of ribbat, or 
interest, employed by our financial institutions).” 
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Sierra Leone 


Hundreds Flee Fighting in Liberia, Cross Border 


AB2407182390 Paris AFP in English 1735 GMT 
24 Jul 90 


[Excerpt] Freetown, July 24 (AFP)}—Hundreds of people 
were pouring over the Sierra Leone border from Liberia 
Thursday [19 Jul] fleeing intensified fighting near the 
capital Monrovia, officials here said. 


The border crossing was “choked” with Sierra Leoneans, 
Liberians and other West African refugees driven out by the 
bloody rebellion against President Samuel Doe, Ministry of 
Works officials returning from the region said. 


National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels led by 
former Doe associate Charles Taylor launched their bid 
to unseat the president last December 24 in northeasern 
Liberia and were Thursday fighting in the suburbs and 
infiltrating the city center in small groups. 


Most of those arriving in Sierra Leone where peace talks 
broke down last week were on foot as the road on this 
side of the border is nearly impassable during the current 
rainy season. 


“Women give birth to children in the bush and people 
sleep in the bush,” a senior Sierra Leone official said 
after inspecting roads near the border. He said the 
Situation facing the estimated 60,000 to 100,000 
Liberian refugees currently in Sierra Leone as 
“pathetic.” [sentence as received] 


Works ministry officials were trying to make the road 
temporarily passable until the dry season when regular 
maintenance work would begin, he said. 


Hundreds of Sierra Leoneans returning were siranded in the 
area where most of the Liberian refugees and other West 
African nationals were waiting for badly needed supplies 
from international agencies, he added. [passage omitted] 


Liberian Teachers Call on Doe To Leave 


AB2307220690 Paris AFP in English 2141 GMT 
23 Jul 90 


[Text] Freetown, July 23 (AFP)—The National 
Teachers’ Association of Liberia (NTAL) on Monday [23 
Jul] added its voice to calls for President Samuel Doe to 
leave his war-torn country in the interest of peace. 


Mr. Doe should “leave the country as a gesture for peaceful 
settlement of the Liberian nation,” NTAL said in a state- 
ment issued in the capital of neighboring Sierra Leone. 


NTAL president Saa Philip Joe told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE that the statement was issued in 
Freetown because of attempts on his life which forced 
him to flee from the Liberian capital Monrovia. 


“As classroom teachers and educators of Liberia we 
deem it a binding duty to appeal to all peoples of the 
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world, our neighbours and influential developed coun- 
tries, to help halt further suffering and destruction,” the 
statement said. 


“If you don’t help now, generations to come will never 
forget that at this time of dire need, Liberian people were 
only watched by the world while they painfully died in 
hundreds,” the statement concluded. 


Mr. Doe, who seized power in a bloody coup in 1980, has 
refused to step down even after some of his government 
ministers who attend abortive peace talks here called for 
his resignation on Saturday. 
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In another development, the United Nations World 
Food Program (WPF) agreed to give nearly 500,000 
dollars in food assistance for more than 60,000 Liberians 
taking refuge in Sierra Leone. 


Under an agreement signed by WPF representative Onder 
Yucer and Deputy Foreign Minister Bu Bzkie Jabbie, the 
United Nations organization is to supply 810 tonnes of rice, 
45 tonnes of vegetable oil, 54 tonnes of canned meat, to feed 
about 20,000 refugees for three months. 


The food will be distributed to Liberians in Pujehun, 
Kenema and Kailahun districts by the Sierra Leone Red 
Cross. 
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